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Christmas Greetings from the Grand Commander 

 

The following message was submitted by SK Ron Penfold, Right 

Eminent Grand Commander of North Dakota. 

 

It is that time of year that we celebrate the birth of our Messiah and 

Lord Jesus Christ. The name of Jesus is the proper name of our 

Lord, and that of Christ is added to identify Him with the promised 

Messiah. God prepared the world for his coming and it was the 

proper time in history for His birth. He appeared on the darkest 

night of sin as the true light of the world. 

 

December 25th is a date held dear to the hearts of all Christians. We 

celebrate His birth and His love for the world with Christmas 

stories, carols, pageants and plays. We decorate the Christmas tree 

and share gifts with each other. Conclaves will be having their 

annual Christmas observances to strengthen our faith with God and 

his greatest gift to us: his son Jesus. 

 

Christmas is also the time for giving, and we as Knights should 

always give thanks for our prosperity, remember our elderly 

Masons and widows, and share with the poor.  

 

Sir Knights, Merry Christmas to you and your families and best 

wishes for the New Year. 

 

The North Central Department Conference was held in Sioux Falls, 

SD at the end of October, and North Dakota was well represented. I 

thank you for all of you that attended. I hope that you had enjoyable 

meetings, met some new and old friends, and came back a little 

richer in knowledge. 

 

The Annual Grand Session of the Grand York Rite of North Dakota 

will be held at the Clarion Inn and Conference Center in Minot 

North Dakota. It will start on Thursday evening, April 11th with the 

York Rite College meeting and then continuing on Friday, April 

12th and Saturday, April 13th. We will conclude the event on 

Saturday with an informal banquet. 

 

The Clarion is located near the North Dakota State Fairgrounds, 

2200 Burdick Expressway East. Three blocks East of the Minot 

Masonic Center. Rooms are locked in at $79.99 and includes 

breakfast for those staying at the hotel. Minot has not held a 

conclave in many decades, and we hope this will be an enjoyable 

experience for all York Rite Masons. ~RP 

 

Order of the Temple in Fargo 

 

 
 

Sir Knight Matthew Carson received the Order of the Temple on 

October 16th at the Fargo Masonic Center. We had an excellent 

turnout of ten sir knights to perform the work. Congratulations, 

Matt! 

 

Fargo is currently welcoming new candidates, and we hope to begin 

again with the Chapter degrees this fall or winter. Also, there will 

be a York Rite festival in Mandan on February 22nd and 23rd. 

More details on that will be forthcoming. ~TC 
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