
Sir The Christmas Story—Musings of the Grand Prelate 
 
     As a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the Presbyterian 
Church for over fifty years, I have had the pleasure, and 
“struggle” of dealing with the Christmas message each year.  
The “problem” is that the story never changes!   No matter 
how often I read it, and no matter how many different 
versions and translations of the Bible I have studied it in, the 
“story” is always the same.  The message is always the same.   
The result is always the same.   Now from the preacher’s 
standpoint, that is both good and not so good.  No matter 
how you tell it, it comes out the same way.  I tried to give 
each sermon a new twist each year.  I never repeated a 
sermon (probably because as I looked back on them, they 
never seemed good enough to repeat).  I used different 
illustrations.  I came at it from different angles.  I chose 
different bits and pieces to deal with.   One year it would be 
from one Gospel, and the next from another.  But it always 
ended up with this inexorable truth:  “God came to be among 
us in a common human form, but with a not so common 
purpose!” 
     The Gospel of Matthew  says “Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 
Emmanuel”  (which means, God with us).” (1:23) 
     When we stop to think about what this truly means it is 
utterly shocking!  These words challenge us to the very core 
of our being!  This child, born not unlike each one of us, was 
yet quite different from us.  This child was, in the words of 
the gospel writer literally “God with us.”  This “Christmas 
Story “ begins here, and continues to the culmination of the 

events of Easter and beyond!     
     Christmas is coming again this year with all of its 
surrounding activities and legends and confusing practices.  
We all get caught up in the “Spirit” of the season which 
includes Santa and elves, and Christmas Trees and lights, and 
glorious decorations and gift exchanges, all of which are 
great fun, and fill us with a sense of joy and good will which 
we desperately wish could continue through out the year.  I 
have no problem with all of that.  In fact, I have always 
gotten wrapped up in all of it.  BUT, we dare not lose sight 
of the deeper, more serious, more eternal meaning of 
Christmas…God’s GIFT to us in coming to be among us, for 
us, and all human kind whether they believe or not!  What’s 
more, it wasn’t just a matter of “being among us” like a 
visiting relative.  There was a purpose beyond merely a holy 
presence.   It is wrapped up in this statement from the Gospel 
of John: 
     “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life.  Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.”  (John 3:16,17 NRSV) 
     This is not merely a word of hope, it is a promise!  It is 
what Christmas is ALL about.  When we peel away all the 
other elements surrounding Christmas, this is what we should 
find at the heart of it all.  It is the real message and meaning.  
It is what we who have committed ourselves to being 
“Knight’s Templers” are sworn to defend.  It is what 
Christians as a whole have dedicated our lives too.  I 
certainly want you to have a “Merry Christmas” with all the 
traditions and trimmings that have come to be associated 
with the season.  But just remember that there is really only 
ONE CHRISTMAS STORY THAT COUNTS…..and it is 
this one! 
 
Sir Knight Kenneth J. Bunnell 
Eminent Grand Prelate 

nebraska supplement                                                                                        19  18                                                                                                 december 2018  

 

 
   Daniel Marr, Editor  

danmarr@outlook.com 

Nebraska  
Supplement 


