
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christmas Greetings Sir Knights; 
      

JOY TO THE WORLD! 
“Joy to the world, the Lord has come! Let Earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

 
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns, let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy” 
 
     How appropriate and wondrous are the words of the first two verses of this 
familiar old carol. Written in 1719 by Isaac Watts with the music by George 
Frederick Handel, this carol has been sung for over two centuries in anticipation 
of the celebration of Christ’s birth. 
     The birth of any child is usually a time of happiness and joy. How much more 
joyous should be the celebration of the greatest gift ever given to humankind—
the birth of that tiny babe, our Savior, Jesus Christ.   
     Often we lose sight of this joyous event with the abundant commercialization 
of the season with Christmas displays beginning in October. Desperate searches 
of this year’s “right” toy or game, cooking and cleaning—last minute hurried 
preparations leave families weary and frazzled by Christmas Eve. For many of us 
there is little time or opportunity left to experience the joyous occasion of the 
Birth of Christ.  
     As Knights Templar, we should take time to remember the true reason for 
the celebration Christmas brings. God has given us the perfect gift—a Savior. 
Believing in Him and his ultimate sacrifice for our personal salvation should be 
given proper consideration. Don’t let the hustle and bustle of the season deter 
you from experiencing the joy of His birth. Be an example for your family and 
friends—experience the joy, express the joy—be joyful, the Savior is born.   
 Lady Carol and I wish each and every one of you and your family a most 
joyful and blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year. 
 
Courteously in His Name, 
David A. Hardy, R.E.G.C. 
 
 

 
Grand Prelate’s Corner 
 

“The Birth of Christ Within” 
     The world system that you and I are part of has been celebrating the holiday 
called Christmas. With that holiday, people have benefited by it. Gifts that they 
would not have received, they’ve received—because Jesus had a birthday. Time 
off that they would never have received, they’ve received—because Jesus had a 
birthday.  Bonuses, perhaps that have come because of profit sharing at the end 
of the year, have come—because Jesus had a birthday.   
     But on Jesus’ birthday, on the birthday of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
that day when he ought to be recognized for his coming into the world Christ 
may not be on peoples’ minds at all. “The Birth of Christ Within” should begin 
anew—somehow it should take hold of us.  
     Hopefully we realize when the Bible talks about Christmas, it talks about one 
who not only was born in a manger, but owned the ground on which the 
manager laid. One who knew everything; one who was powerless because he 
was an infant—was yet powerful because he has the power of life and death in 
his infant hands.   
     Christmas is about Christ. So let the Birth begin again in you! 
 

 
Do you know the meaning of the Yule Log? 

     The Yule log, Yule clog or Christmas block is a European tradition dating back 
many years. 
     This specially selected huge piece of wood was designed to burn for The 
Twelve Days of Christmas—to turn the night into day. The log also provided 
warmth as it burned in the hearth during the cold winter holiday season. Part of 
the annual Yule log was always saved to be used the following year to ignite the 
new log. 
     Tradition also includes feasting, drinking and Yule singing. In some instances 
it also represented the gifting associated with Christmas.  
 

 
From the Editor 
       
     When you all sit down for Christmas dinner with your families, not only 
remember that it’s Christ’s birthday, but also say a prayer for the men and 
women serving our country, who are not home with their families—
guaranteeing us the ability to celebrate this day in peace, May they be 
protected by Christ as they protect us. 
      Lady Debi and I wish all of you the very best during this holiday season. May 
you all enjoy a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
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