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December is finally upon us, a time of cold, yet a time 

of comfort. It is funny that when we are in adverse conditions 
we come together, and so often break bread together and share 
the precious gift of time with one another. We build new 
friendships and rekindle old ones. I have been greatly blessed 
this year with making many new friends, including some whom 
I have known for a long time as brothers and Sir Knights, but 
not well enough to be called “Friend.” Sharing time and open 
dialog we get to know and love one another. Disagreeing and 
finding consensus allows true trust to build where Friendship 
can live. If we do not disagree on some things, and even argue 
(respectfully) about them, we never trust one another fully as 
Brothers and Sir Knights need to. Our ancient forefathers had 
to trust one another with their lives. They literally had to have 
each other’s backs. Do we?  

In Whom do you put your Trust? After the Lord God, 
who else makes the grade? If right now you cannot list at least 
a few brothers, you are “doing Masonry wrong.” Trust is a gift, 
and at this time of year we are assaulted by advertisements of 
gifts. Stores tell us what we should give and how much we 
should invest in our gifts for them to be valuable and 
meaningful. This is consumerism. What are the most valuable 
gifts? I mentioned above that your time is the most precious 
gift you can give. It is the thing that you have the least of, and 
what you cannot afford to waste.  

In Christianity, we recognize that God loves us so much 
that He gave us His co-eternal Son. God invested Himself in us 
and spent time with us as a helpless baby and a Divine King. I 
spend time with God every day in prayer and study of His 
Word. If I want to give gifts, I try to make them experiences or 
gestures that show how I feel about someone. Many Masons 
have told me that they don’t want gifts that will collect dust. I 
have a few suggestions for you for this Christmas Holiday.  

Instead of a gift that comes with wrapping paper and 
ribbons, spend time instead of money. Build your friendships 
well and share real warmth. If you want to give them a gift to 
show them how much you really care, how about a gift in their 
honor to one of our Charities? Would you not like to see your 
friends invest their money in the Knights Templar Eye 
Foundation, Education Foundation, or Todd Foundation in 
your honor? I recently made a gift to the Washington Masonic 
Memorial to celebrate a brother who has helped me focus on 
my charitable work. How about helping an elderly person pay 
their bills without them knowing it was you? Matthew 6:1-4 is 
appropriate here.  

This Christmas think about a very non-Christmassy 
passage, Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV): “Do not store up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Let your gifts be a part of who you are and let them 
show more than simply that you listen to people and know 
something about what they want or need for today. Have a 
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. Blessings to 
each and every one of you. If I can help you, please contact me 
at robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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