
       

 

Merry Christmas 

Isaiah 9:6 

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the 

government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 

Peace.” 

 I bring you knightly greetings and salutations during this 

Christmas Season. As the season is upon us, I am always saddened by the 

commercialism that permeates this time of year. I see images of 

shoppers rioting on Black Friday for the latest deal on an HD TV or other 

item and I have to admit it makes me sad. I’d like to think that those 

hordes of people are thinking of others and someone is going to get a 

really nice gift for Christmas! But, the reality is far from that. 

What we see in those images plastered on our TV screens is greed and 
selfishness in all its splendor. We allow ourselves to be caught up in the 
drive to acquire “things” by sacrificing our dignity. It doesn’t help that 
retailers have perpetuated this behavior and continue to feed the fire 
every year. Retailers have now started opening on Thanksgiving Day, so 
they can “one up” their competitors.  
 
 I ask you where does it stop? It starts with us. As Templar 
Knights we represent a higher, moral standard. The practice of greed 
and selfishness should be beneath us. If we do not participate in the 
practice, then we begin to set an example. I ask you to think of the 
example, as a Sir Knight, you portray this season and beyond. Be kind to 
others and help spread the message of joy and hope our Savior has given 
us. Be a beacon of light among the darkness that has permeated into our 
society. Now more than ever, we need to be the shepherds of civility and 
morality. Let the example of the gift of the Savior, be your rule and guide 
through this Christmas season and into the New Year.  
 
 It is my hope that by the example of Templar Knights, our 
society will begin to once again appreciate and treasure the important 
things in life - Faith, Hope and Charity.  
 
 We pray for the Sir Knights who are dispersed throughout this 
world and will not be able to spend time with their families this year. We 
pray for the afflicted, who struggle with pain every day. We pray for the 
impoverished, who struggle to find shelter and food. On behalf of my 
Lady Kari and myself, we wish you a safe and wonderous Merry 
Christmas. And a prosperous New Year. 
 

Shawn “Jake” Smith 

Grand Commander, Knights Templar of South Dakota 
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