
I guess the same is with God when there is no room in our hearts for 
Him. Christmas is such a busy time with the decorating, shopping, cooking, going 
to parties, spending time with friends and family, yet each day goes by and we 
have not made room for God in our lives.   

If we truly want to make a positive change in our lives, then it is 
incumbent upon each of us to make time in our daily lives to read his word, pray 
to Him, and have a personal relationship with God.  

The Advent Season is a time that marks the start of the Christian 
calendar. It is a time that we can basically start over or start afresh. For over 400 
years, from the close of the Old Testament till the birth of Christ, Israel had been 
in exile, waiting and hoping for the Messiah to come and deliver the children of 
Israel. “O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, That mourns in 
lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appears. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall 
come to thee, O Israel.” The greatest gift one can receive is waiting to be 
opened! What will you do?  
In His Service, 
Burks Taylor, Grand Commander 
 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE FESTIVAL CONCLUDED; KNOX FESTIVAL ANNOUNCED  
The Middle Tennessee Association concluded their Fall Festival on 

Saturday, October 27.  The Orders of Christian Knighthood were conferred by a 
team composed of the Right Eminent Grand Commander and his Grand Officers, 
along with other Past Grand Commanders and Officers.  The photograph below 
is of the class.  We congratulate these new Knights and look forward to their 
participation in Tennessee Templary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Knoxville Area Winter 2019 Festival will be held Saturday, February 
9 and Saturday, February 16, at the Masonic Temple on Locust Street.  The 
Capitular Degrees will be the first Saturday and the Cryptic Degrees and 
Commandery Orders the second.  Registration will begin at 7:00 am both days; 
for information contact Hank Hamblin or Mike Lett. 
 

  

 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE: NO ROOM IN THE INN 
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from 

Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first 
made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 

3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 
David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 6 And 
so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for 
them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. (KJV, Luke 2:1-11). 

It was in approximately 4 BC that Joseph and Mary made the 100-mile 
trek from Nazareth to Bethlehem so that they could be counted in the census 
and pay their appropriate tax. Most likely they traveled within a caravan or with 
other travelers each going to Bethlehem for the same reason. A trip such as this 
would take 8-10 days of hard walking and was no easy travel. But Mary was a 
young woman nearing the end of her pregnancy and I can imagine that this was 
not an easy walk for her. They finally made it to Bethlehem and they entered 
the inn, and were told there were no rooms available. Joseph may have “asked” 
the inn keeper; can’t you see that my wife is great with child? It could be 
anytime that she will deliver our child. Can you not ask someone to give us a 
room? The inn keeper reluctantly said no and sent them away.  

Can you imagine the grief that was in their hearts when they were told 
there was no room in the inn? Mary having been told earlier by the angel 
Gabriel that she would deliver a son and she should name him Jesus. He was to 
be the Son of the Highest, the Blessed Emmanuel, the Prince of Peace and the 
Great Captain of our Salvation yet he was not worthy to be born in the inn.  

tennessee supplement 19 18 december 2018 

 

 


