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     And the angel said unto them; Fear not for, behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10-11. 

      The excitement and hope of a Savior, Merry Christmas I hope everyone is 

having a blessed holiday.  

       Kathy and I hosted foreign exchange students in our home when our 

daughter was in school. One of the things we enjoyed, was learning the customs 

of their country and them learning of ours. We also enjoyed being able to share 

the true meaning of Christmas, that being, our savior Jesus Christ. I remember 

one Christmas as the time was getting near, we had not even started the annual 

decorating of every room in the house. I was not looking forward to it. The tree 

was set up with no lights, no ornaments, just sitting there. The grandkids came by 

the house for dinner and as they walked  in our daughters youngest son (he was 

about 4 or 5 at the time) looked and said “you haven’t decorated your Christmas 

tree, can I help?” with all the excitement you see in a kids eyes.  With that  

simple statement the excitement of Christmas was back for me, the Christmas 

season of all the decorating with the grandkids helping to make our house a 

“happy house”, as one of our foreign exchange students use to say.   

BEST CHRISTMAS EVER!!!! 

     I appreciate Robert Forman being the Grand Prelate. I enjoyed his message 

and hope every one of you will too. His message speaks volume to what we need 

in this day and time. Thank You Robert for first of all agreeing to be the Grand 

Prelate and for being a close friend.  

     I know I am looking forward to Christmas and all that comes with it. Kathy 

starts decorating Thanksgiving weekend, our whole house is soon filled with 

trees, nutcrackers, Santa’s and what the season means, Nativities.  We look 

forward to our children and grandchildren coming and celebrating Christmas. 

Seeing the excitement of their faces is what we grandparents enjoy the most out 

of the Holiday.  

     Keeping the excitement in our commanderies is what we all should strive for 

too. I recently met a young Knight who was very enthusiastic about being a 

Knight in commandery. Those of us who have been in commandery a long time, 

we tend to forget how excited we were while becoming a Knight. We need to get 

that excitement back and encourage these new Knights. They are our hope and 

future to the success of Knight Templars. “Let your Light so shine before men, 

that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in 

heaven.” Matthew 5:16.            Merry Christmas!!!! 

      Richard Doss       Grand Commander 2018 – 2019 

 

Christmas Message 2018 

It is that most wonderful time of the year. Christmas is coming. Mom has 

started already getting just the right toy or present for just the right child, 

or relative. She started shopping back in July and is working to coordinate 

various lists. Word has gone out across the family trying to coordinate 

whose house should hold the group for Christmas celebrations, and the 

Christmas feast. And the kids (or Grandkids) are out of school and 

excited about getting to see their Aunts and Uncles, Grandpas and 

Grandmas and Cousins. Mom and Dad are trying to figure out how to get 

to all of these places in one day. It is a hectic time of the year. 

And in every heart, there is that special something. It makes us remember 

Christmas past. For some it is a memory of those who will be with us in 

our hearts, but not in the present.  There is a need to be kinder to others, 

to be more generous to those less fortunate. There is a tenderness, a tear, a 

joy, a memory, a feeling that we can make a difference in someone’s life 

by one Act of Random Kindness, It is indeed the Christmas Spirit. 

And all of this from one event that happened millennia ago in a small 

dusty stable in a little town in Judea. Oh little town of Bethlehem. Where 

a Mother and Father brought forth a Son in the manger of the stable. One 

who would spread the word of Love and Kindness and Understanding 

throughout all lands. One who would take from all of us the heavy burden 

of Sin and free us to go and Sin no more. One that we would call Savior.  

The first presents were presented there in that little stable by three men 

who came from afar and presented Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh to the 

Child as a token of their love. The Child and His family were strangers to 

them, but the offerings were from the heart.  

So, we continue this tradition of family, hope, joy, and presents to this 

day. Each in his or her own way. And we focus this around December 

25th every year. This year a challenge, to keep this tradition alive for 364 

days out of the year, plus Christmas day. Think of how that would 

improve your life, and of the smile that would bring to that tiny baby, 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and laying in a manger so very long ago. 

Merry Christmas to all. 

This message was prepared by  

SK Robert Foreman,  

Grand Prelate 2018 – 2019 
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