
 

Although the Church does not consider Christmas the most important Christian 
holiday, it is certainly the most popular, at least in terms of cultural and social 
significance.  The early Church, believing that events later in Jesus’ life should be 
the focus, did not even consider it all that significant.  Some would argue 
against celebrating it like you would another great person in history.  Neither 
the New Testament nor any historical record marks the exact date of Jesus’ 
birth.  As a result, the Church initially considered many different dates, including 
January 2, March 21, etc.  The Western Church first observed December 25 in 
the fourth century, and eventually Eastern Churches followed suit. 
If this information excites you, or if it is blasphemous to your inner sense of 
spirituality, it makes you think.  What really happened?  In what order or 
sequence?   It gives us cause (though, do we really need one?) to continue to 
read the Holy Writings to find own answers.  
This is the true meaning of Christmas:  It is really quite simple…LOVE.  John 
3:16-17 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.”  The true meaning of Christmas is the celebration of this 
incredible act of love. 
Scripture doesn’t specifically command believers to celebrate Christmas-there 
are no prescribed “Holy Days” the church must observe.  Romans 14:5-6 
provides us with the liberty to decide whether or not to observe special days.  
However, as Knights Templar we vow to uphold the Christian religion, and we 
celebrate the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension of our Beloved Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 
But, please believe and celebrate!  Christmas can also be a time for reverent 
worship.  The shepherds’ glorified and praised God for the birth of the Messiah.  
They rejoiced when the angels proclaimed that in Bethlehem was born a Savior, 
Christ the Lord. (Luke 2:11)  Review the other Gospels regarding this 
Magnificent birth. 
I bring you one final Biblical reference, a bit more obscure for many of us that 
foretells the coming of Christ…Micah 5:2 states “But as for you, Bethlehem 
Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah.  From you One will go 
forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.  His goings forth is from long ago, from the 
days of eternity.”   
Lastly, although our society has completely muddled the message of Christmas 
through consumerism, myths and frivolous traditions, we should not let these 
distract us from appreciating the real meaning of Christmas.  Let us take 
advantage of this opportunity to remember Him; worship Him; and faithfully 
expound his Glory. 
Hallelujah!   Joy to the world!  And Peace on earth! 
 
Kenneth A. Bales, KCT, GP 
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Sir Knights of Wisconsin, 
 
               How time has gone by so quickly. My term as the Grand 
Commander of Wisconsin is half over and many things are still on my 
trestle board to try and accomplish with your assistance. I hope that 
everyone has had a chance to attend the School of Instruction in your 
Quadrant. It can only make each of us a better Sir Knight with more 
confidence to promote Templary to others in Wisconsin. Membership 
should always be one thing on every Sir Knights mind, put it on the 
back burner, and be ready to talk about joining York Rite to Blue Lodge 
members, always have that “elevator speech” ready.  
This is also the time of year to make hard decisions on current 
members in arrears on dues. Make a call and find out what can be 
done to help them become current and invite them back to activities 
that are scheduled in your Commanderies, help them to become more 
active. If you must drop them from the rolls, now is the time before the 
end of December and make sure the YRIS is updated so that your 
Commandery is not paying Per Capita on those members. Tough 
decisions, but they are needed. 
My Lady Diana and I would like to wish all of the Sir Knights and Ladies 
a Merry Christmas and a joyful New Year. 
 
Courteously yours,                                                                                                                                                              
SK LeRoy Kifer       
Grand Commander 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Grand Prelate’s Christmas Message 
I will begin this article with some thought provoking ideas.  The first paragraph 
is gathered from an internet source…certainly not the typical way to begin a 
Christmas message of hope and happiness.  By reading this, we can rekindle 
the feelings associated with this Holiday and re-affirm our faith in the 
Almighty. 
 

                                                       

 

 


