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RESPONSE FROM THE GRAND COMMANDER 
 

I extend my heartfelt thanks to our Eminent Grand Prelate for his 
eloquent Christmas sentiments. 

The end of the calendar year is rapidly approaching and it is a natural 
time for reflection on the past year. The warmth and bloom of Spring and Summer 
seem far away. The joy of the Autumn harvest has passed. The days have steadily 
grown shorter and nature has entered her period of dormancy. For many, this 
brings feelings of loss and of regret for things left undone. How blessed are we, as 
Christian Knights, to know this as a time of renewal and redemption. We are 
preparing to celebrate the anniversary of the greatest gift ever given to mankind; 
the arrival into the world of the Son of the living God with the birth of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. How appropriate is it for this celebration so closely to 
follow the Winter Solstice. As the light of the Sun begins it’s return to Earth, so 
the true light of the Son comes to man. 

Sir Knights, as we celebrate this gift from God, we should also take 
time to reflect on the past and prepare for the future. God blesses man with free 
will. Man has responsibility to use this gift to advance God’s will and purpose. As 
Christian Knights, we are the tip of the spear in this great work. As our honored 
forebears had, so now we have a sacred duty always to battle in defense of our 
fellow Christians and the advancement of Christianity. 

Sir Knights, at the joyous time, I wish each of you peace and happiness. 
I hope that you are able to spend time with those closest to you and pray that God 
blesses you with safe travels. I also charge each of you to pray for those who 
sacrifice time with their loved ones, placing their own safety at risk, to provide 
this blessing to you. 

 
In His service, 
Thomas H. Nesbit, KCT - R.E. Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Alabama 
 

THE BEST GIFTS THIS SEASON: 
  

To a Friend - Loyalty 
To an Enemy - Forgiveness 
To your Boss - Service 
To your Child - A good example 
To your Father - Honor 
To your Mother - Gratitude and Devotion 
To your Spouse - Love and Faithfulness 
To Yourself - Respect 
To All Men - Charity 
To God - Your Life!! 

  
-- Author Unknown 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND PRELATE 
 

 In all of God’s Word there is one passage of Scripture that has always 
stuck in my mind.  That passage is John 1: 1-5 and 14. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made.  In him was life, and that 
life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and trut,h” 
 What an awesome message in those few verses.  The Word or Logos as 
it is often referred became flesh.  The very creative power through which the 
universe was created became a man and walked among us.  That immortal 
power that always was and always will be was here on earth with us for a time. 
 In those short verses the entire Christmas story as well as the entire 
ministry of Christ was summed up.  Not only is Christmas the birth of our 
Savior, but it is also the anniversary of the day the God of Creation chose to live 
among his people as one of their own.  What a powerful message. 
 This Christmas as we go through the celebrations and giving of gifts, 
my hope is that we keep this in Mind.  May God Bless all of our Templar 
Family this Holiday Season. 
 
In His Service, 
Wes Lane 
Eminent Grand Prelate, 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Alabama 
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