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From the Apartments of the Grand Prelate 
Rev. Sir Knight Steven G. Tiner 

 

“The Wonder of Christmas” 
 

There’s a special wonder about Christmas.  It’s as if for a short while the 
sad old world lays aside some of its burden of anguish.  The story is told of 
how, 105 years ago during the first winter of World War I, British and 
German soldiers singing Silent Night laid down their weapons and came out 
of the trenches to celebrate for one day undeclared peace.  Churches all 
over the world are filled with joy and beauty, and non-believers and the 
alienated together with the faithful warm their hearts for a little while at the 
fire of divine love.  And on Christmas Eve at midnight, so an old legend 
goes, even the animals are given the gift of speech to praise their Creator, 
and secretly kneel to adore the Child who was laid in a manger in their 
midst. 
 
It’s as if the world is brushed with angel wings, and given a glimpse of 
harmony and wholeness.  We sense with awe that we are very close to the 
secret at the heart of the universe, the pattern that gives meaning and 
purpose to the world and our lives.  If we continue to look, we may even 
discern that its shape is love. 
 
Now to most of the world, the next day or the day after Christmas, it seems 
as though the beautiful mystery, which was so tantalizingly close, slips 
away in ordinary daylight.  But this is not so.  What we half glimpse on 
Christmas – the pace of heaven, the unfathomable love, the pattern and 
meaning of Creation – all this, the Word of God, became embodied in 
human flesh, and made a dwelling in our midst.  When the angels’ song had 
faded, the baby remained, and grew into a man, and embraced every 
aspect of human life.  And it wasn’t some brief visit, now over.  God 
embraces it still, every bit of it, the joy and the sorrow alike. 
 
This Christmas, as we Sir Knights celebrate the holy mysteries with awe 
and wonder, and taste the milk of human kindness in the ordinary joys of 
family and friends, may we remember that the joy of Christmas is rounded 
in a reality that endures even in January dreariness, and beyond.  → 



   R∴ E∴ Grand Commander 

Ronald Shinall Tucker 

gc@aryorkrite.org 
 

Greetings,  Sir Knights: 

Publication Policy 
    The purpose and policy of the “Arkansas 
Supplement” is to publish information about 
the activities of Knights Templar in Arkansas. 
     Material for publication should be sent to 
the Editor.  The deadline for receipt of 
materials is the 20th of the month, two 
months before the material is to be 
published.  If timing is an issue, contact the 
Editor to see if a slight extension can be 
arranged. Material for publication does not 
have to be in finished form.  The Editor will 
be glad to take raw information and produce 
a story with it.  Photos make a story better.  
You may send color prints or electronic files.  
All materials sent will be returned at no 
charge upon request. However, the 
“Arkansas Supplement” does not pay for any 
material to be published.  This Supplement is 
yours.  It will be as informative as you make 
it.  Thank you for your assistance. 
T.J. Henwood, Editor. 
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Grand Prelate-From facing page: 

 
God is with us.  Love was laid in a 
manger.  Every moment of our lives 
is tenderly embraced by incarnate 
love.  All our joys and all our sorrows 
are being drawn into the pattern of 
glory of which the angels sang.  
  
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
Tucker; may the blessings of this 
Christmas Season be yours, and to 
all the Sir Knights of Arkansas.! 
 
 
Grand Commander’s Response 
 
To all Sir Knights within the 
Jurisdiction of the Grand 
Commandery of Arkansas, 
Greetings: 
 
In response to our Grand Prelate of 
Knights Templar of Arkansas, I too 
hope each Sir Knight will find peace 
in this joyful season that we call 
Christmas. 
 
Christmas a time of celebrating the 
birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  
Remember Jesus came to this world 
to seek and save those that are lost.  
He died on the Cross that we may 
live.  So, lets us remember Christ as 
he remember us while he hung on 
the Cross and even now while he is 
sitting on the Right Hand of God, his 
Father in Heaven.   
 
It is my earnest desire that each 

Commandery in Arkansas celebrate 
this joyous occasion during 
December and as close to the 25

th
 of 

the Month.   
 
I along with the Grand Commandery 
of Arkansas wish each Sir Knight and 
their family a Joyous Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 
 
RE Ronald Tucker 
Grand Commander of Arkansas 
 
 
Editor's Plea: 
New Eminent Commanders and Sir 
Knights: Please make a New Year’s 
resolution n to send information and 
pictures of your Commandery’s 
activities in 2020. You can start with 
your Christmas Observance and 
Installation. Thank you, and Merry 
Christmas! TJH 


