
 

From the Apartment of the Grand Prelate 
 

We, the Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple in the Desert, 
greet you on the occasion of the Feast of the Nativity of Christ, also known as 
Christmas.  

 
At this important time in the Christian Year, we look to you for leadership in a 
time when it is more and more dangerous to be a Christian in many parts of the 
world. Even in our own Country, which we hold to be the bastion of personal 
Liberty and Freedom of conscience and thought, Christians are the only 
religious group which are “fair game” for discrimination. While persecution is 
far more severe in places where Christians are in the minority, the governments 
of nations which have populations who at least consider themselves Christian 
have adopted policies of “hands-off” when confronted by acts of discrimination, 
including violent attacks on Churches and their congregants.  
 
Jesus left us with two Great Commandments. Christians should obey by loving 
God with all their heart, and soul, and mind, not forgetting the second part of 
His injunction, and loving our neighbors as ourselves. In a time when it is 
becoming more difficult to observe and strive to obey our Master’s words in 
one’s public life, whether business, professional or social, Knights Templar are 
called to keep the Beauceant flying; to act and speak according to our Master’s 
words, and thus individually and as an Order to stand for what is best in 
Christian life.  
 
Right Eminent Grand Commander, we give thanks for your active and inspired 
leadership in the cause to which each of us has enlisted. Continue your good 
works and by precept and example, lead us each to make his contribution by 
performing our own works to the limits of our ability, all in the cause of a better 
world.  
 
Sir Knights, our Toast to the Right Eminent Grand Commander, Sir Knight Darrell 
D. Mandrell. 
 
SK David G. Stankow, KCT, HPGC  

Grand Commander’s Response 
 

To the Eminent Grand Prelate, and to all Sir Knights of the Grand Commandery 
of Arizona: 
 

December is upon us once again and as we prepare to celebrate the 
birth of Christ, let us each reflect upon the many blessing we enjoy at the 
benefits of freedom.   
 
This is a time of year when we gather to exchange gifts, a special meal and 
partake in the bonds of family and friendship. As Knights Templar let us 
remember the strong heritage of our Orders and the sacrifice of our ancient 
brethren who defended the Holyland and the Pilgrams traveling to the 
Jerusalem.  
 
As our Grand Prelate mentioned of the two Great Commandments, Love your 
God, your neighbors and yourselves. We should never take for granted the 
countless blessings we have, particularly as citizens of the United States of 
America. Our country is in troubled times as neighbor turns against neighbor, 
family against family.   Let us as Knights Templar lead by example and show 
the world that old saying, “many hands make light work”.  Together we can 
make a difference in our communities, which will extend to our states and 
finally our country.  No single man can move a mountain, but together we can 
pave a road over or through it.  
 
Sir Knight’s all, let us emulate the great example of those before us in our 
everyday lives, to obey the tenants they set down for us to follow, and to 
remember to spend time regularly practicing that great virtue of charity.  Let 
us all pray for guidance as we travel this road called life and remember why 
we knelt at the alter and became Knights Templar.   
 
Let us always remember and keep in our prayers our Military and First 
Responders. Without them today may not have been possible and tomorrow 
is never a guarantee.  
 
May the joy of the Season be with you and your family each day of the 
year. With all best wishes, I hope you have a most Blessed and Merry 
Christmas! 
 
Darrell Mandrell 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
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