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Hello Fellow Fraters.  
     It is hard to believe that Christmas is almost here.  For Christians Christmas is the most 
important holiday we have along with Easter.  At Christmas we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Without the birth of Jesus we would be lost children in a 
world full of pain and su�ering.  Christmas is a time to celebrate with families and friends.  
A time to enjoy your favorite foods.  Wives, Mothers and Grandmothers spend many 
hours in the kitchen preparing those specials foods we all enjoy at Christmas time.  Some 
might say wait a minute I am one of the Fraters and I do all the cooking in my house.  �is 
is true in many cases the man of the house does the cooking.  
 It doesn’t matter who does the cooking young or old we all remember those good old 
fashion Christmases from the past.  When the house smelled so good with those Christmas 
odors of Baked Turkey, homemade bread and the special desserts only Grandma could 
perfectly make.  My Grandmother always made these special cookies.  I have tried for years 
to �gure out the recipe to make them and to date I am still a failure at it.  Oh how I wish I 
could make them they are like none other I have ever tasted.  �e cookies are only one of 
the many things I have tried to duplicate from Grandma and still have had no luck.  I just 
wish she would have written recipes down and not kept them locked up in her head.  
 Who remembers going shopping for the Christmas tree? What fun we had searching 
for the best tree possible on Mom and Dads limited budget.  Back then we always had live 
trees and went to a lot or the woods to �nd it, not like today when most are found at a 
department store or tucked away in a closet or ones attic and we use them over and over.  
Somehow we always managed to get a perfect tree and stay within the money restraints 
placed on our family. 
 Christmas Eve was special because Santa would come during the night and everyone 
looked forward to that late night visit.  Many folks open their Christmas presents on 
Christmas Eve, not our house.  I was baptized and raised Russian Orthodox and Christmas 
Eve our family went to Midnight Mass.  I couldn’t wait until I was old enough to be able 
to stay up and go to midnight mass.  �e day came and away I went along with the rest of 
the family and found out what it was all about.   Oh we did go back to Church on Christ-
mas day in case you were wondering and I don’t remember the service being much di�erent 
than the one at Midnight.  
 I considered myself lucky because every year we had Christmas twice over the year.  
People raised in the Orthodox Faith follow the Gregorian calendar and Christmas Day on 
that calendar falls on the 7th of January.  It was kind of neat to get two Christmases o� 
from school and an excused absence too.  We went to Church on January 7th and the day 
was all about the birth of Jesus because we opened Christmas presents on December 25th 
American Christmas as I remember calling it.  
 Now on to a serious subject, not that Christmas isn’t a serious subject.  I want to talk 
about the Holy Land Pilgrimage program.  Last year we sent 6 Ministers to the Holy 

Land.  I was extremely pleased we were able to do that, and many Sir Knights and Com-
manderies worked very hard to accomplish this feat.  I am sure very few Knights can 
remember the last time Florida sent 6 ministers to the Holy Land.  Perhaps Past Grand 
Commander Marvin Gerhard knows the answer.  Based on what we did last year I set a 
goal for this year much higher, and I am sorry to say we have fallen way short of that goal.  
In case you are wondering we are going to send one minister to the Holy Land this year 
and he is from District 10 and Coeur de Lion is his sponsoring Commandery.  I personally 
blame myself for the poor showing this year.  I feel strongly about the Holy Land Pilgrim-
age program and what it does for us as Sir Knights and the communities we live in.  I ask 
you to please start working now on this program for next year.  I know we had money to 
send at least two more ministers to the Holy Land and it didn’t get done.  As I said last year 
Sir Knights, if you have money and you can’t �nd a minister to go call me and I will get you 
a minister, but that minister is coming from the panhandle of Florida.  Start now.  Don’t 
wait.  Charge!  Enough I am done with the negative. On to something better.  
 What was Christmas like 800 years ago?  Did Knights Templar celebrate Christmas 
like we do today or were things di�erent then?  For openers 800 years ago the Templars 
were o� �ghting the crusades.  I don’t think they had time for a slice of pumpkin pie or a 
glass of eggnog. So let’s hop into our time machine and head on back 800 years.  If you look 
at the calendar Christmas day roughly matches up with the Winter Solstice which is the 
shortest day of the year.  �e day when darkness reigns.  Tasks such as gathering the 
harvest, slaughtering the livestock and salting them down was long done.  Most medieval 
folks were just trying to survive the arduous winter. �ings like central heating, lighting or 
entertainment on demand was nowhere to be found.  �e medieval peasant had an absence 
of sunlight, barren farms and hoped that the harvested crops made it through the winter.  
For those farmers life was a matter of life or death.  For a long bitter winter could reduce a 
family to starvation.  �ey did enjoy games such as one like we have now called Blind 
Man’s Blu�.  We all know that you blindfold somebody and they try to catch you and 
identify who he or she touches.  �e big di�erence between the way we play it and how it 
was done in the middle Ages was the blindfolded person was “bu�eted”- hit, beaten or 
whipped as they went around.  How about a game of that to keep you on your toes.  Christ-
mas then was nothing like we know it today and you add in the fact that the Knights 
Templar had to head out to �ght in the crusades.  
 Maybe life today isn’t that bad.  One thing that was the same then as it is today is our 
Christian faith.  �ose Fraters back then celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ and so do we.   
�is Christmas I ask you to enjoy Christmas with your families and friends, enjoy a festive 
meal, stu� your bellies full of your favorite foods and I hope you get that special Christmas 
gift you are looking for, but I ask you to also take time to renew your faith in our Savior.  
Take time to remember the reason for the season.  Sir Knights if you aren’t a regular in 
church, please consider starting to become one and please go to church on the day we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus.  It will make you feel good that you did.  Who knows what will 
happen next year, maybe all we will need to search for is money to send the preachers to the 
holy land as we will have more ministers to go then we have money.  �ink about it. 
 Lastly, besides what I have mentioned above.  May your home be �lled with love, may 
your family be healthy and may all your dreams come true as each of you celebrate this 
Christmas season.  On behalf of my wife Connie and myself we wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and the blessing of our lord be with you always. 

Yours in Faith and Christ our Savior, 

Ronald L. Parks, KYCH
Right Eminent Grand Commander


