
 

Christmas Day at noon, in a libation pledging loyalty and obedience 

to the Grand Master. 

 

This began a custom of Christmas Observance of uniting a 

Fraternal Embrace on Christmas Day, at noon, Eastern Standard 

Time.  Several Grand Commanders issued invitations to all 

subordinates in their jurisdictions, and from Maine to Texas, 

Massachusetts to Oregon and California, at the witching hour, the 

Templar’s rose simultaneously to honor the sentiment and the 

response. 

 

From there the Christmas Observance became a custom in all 

jurisdictions albeit that the Grand Commanderies could adjust the 

day and time of the toasts to bring about more attendance. 

 

The above Christmas Observance information was taken 

from the Knight Templar Magazine of December 1969.  The KT 

magazine archive is a wonderful place to learn of our past Templar 

activities and to gather information. The archives are on the Grand 

Encampment website. 

 

The Grand Commandery of Idaho wishes all Sir Knights and 

their families a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  

We look forward to a wonderful year in 2020 where we can expand 

our memberships and bring our Templar teachings and our great 

philanthropy to greater heights among our fellow Masons. 

 

Jerry D. Parsons 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 
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A Message from the Grand Commander 

 

Sir Knights, 

 

December brings Christmas --- with the birthday of the Greatest 

Man who ever lived --- our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This is a 

marvelous time for Idaho Knights Templar to renew their faith and 

enjoy celebrating at each Commandery Christmas Observance.  It’s a 

wonderful time spent with Sir Knights, families and the Masonic 

Fraternity.  Mark your calendars for your Christmas Observance event 

and attend. 

 

Have you ever wondered how the Knights Templar Christmas 

Observance started?  It is not a statutory event in our code of laws but 

an event passed down from the Grand Masters of the Grand 

Encampment in the form of customs and Grand Commandery Standing 

Orders. 

 

It all began in 1876 when the first Knights Templar Christmas 

Toast was proposed by SK Stephen Berry, P.C. of Portland, Maine, 

Commandery No. 2, where he served as the Grand Recorder of the 

Grand Commandery of Maine from 1892 to 1917. He started the custom 

when he invited other Grand Commanderies to “drink a toast at noon on 

Christmas Day in expressing the fine sentiments typical of the great 

order and its allegiance to the Great Captain of Our Salvation.”  It went 

worldwide and encouraged SK Berry, in 1885, to broaden the scope of 

the toast and he was encouraged to request all Sir Knights to join in on 

 


