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Merry Christmas! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

First and foremost, I want to wish all of you and your families a very Merry 
Christmas. During this time of year, it is very important to make sure that we 
remember our Masonic Brethren, their families, and others who may be in 
need. During our Masonic journey we are taught to remember the welfare of 
others and to give freely. I would direct each of you to the following verse: 
“Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under com-
pulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7 RSV) 

In the past several months Most Excellent Companion David L. Leirer, Grand 
High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons; Most Illustrious Com-
panion Wayne B. Fryer, Grand Master of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons; 
and I have had the pleasure of traveling to most of the Regions of the State for 
the purpose of attending York Rite Conferences. These York Rite Conferences 
allow the Regional Officers to provide educational information and allow the 
Grand Officers to communicate to the Companions and Sir Knights in atten-
dance. All York Rite Masons are welcome at the York Rite Conferences and 
these events are great opportunities for the membership of the York Rite Bod-
ies to meet the Grand Officers and ask them questions. 

Finally, the Grand Commandery Hospitaler Committee has provided a Christ-
mas Message for your reading pleasure. The Hospitaler Committee is under the 
chairmanship of Sir Knight Dennis A. Abernathy, Grand Captain General. 

He is Risen! 

Sir Knight Clark A. McLemore, Grand Commander 

A HOSPITALER COMMITTEE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

As I compose this message, outside it is 88 degrees and pouring rain which is 
far from Christmas weather, but it is time to think about this important holiday. 

As our world changes around us, we see constant attempts to remove Christ 
from this holiday. Ancient historical events are cited as having occurred on a 
date BCE (Before Common Era) rather than BC (Before Christ). Many stores 
now have “Xmas” ads in fear of printing the word “Christ”. What has hap-
pened? Can we fix it? 

I believe the “fix” starts with each and every one of us, Sir Knights. We must 
not be afraid to openly show our love for Christ. It is okay to enjoy the com-
mercial aspects of the holiday. It is fun to share gifts with friends and family, 
but let us also share that gift from God, the greatest gift ever given to man, his 
Son, Jesus Christ. Let us lead the way in singing the carols which praise our 
Lord and his Son. Let us be Leaders in Christ by making sure we are present at 
our church’s Christmas service. Let us be the ones who say “Merry Christmas!” 
and “May God Bless!” Let us be the ones to remind others that the Angel on 
the Christmas Tree or the star on top is there to lead the Wise Men to the Baby 
Jesus. 

We, as Christian Knights, cannot change the world overnight. We alone cannot 
return the world to sanity. But as our predecessors did, we can guide and pro-
tect the Pilgrims who are on a pilgrimage to find salvation. As long as we stand 
tall and project the Light of Christianity, we will not fail. Always remember that 
there is some poor soul searching in the night for the Light we represent. 

Please enjoy this Holiday Season, share the love of family and friends and al-
ways remember the true reason for the season – our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

Sir Knight Bobble E. White, Grand Standard Bearer 
Member, Hospitaler Committee 

THOUGHTS OF CHRISTMAS 

Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry Christmas to one and all! It is that wonderful time of the 
year! Just think of it – family, friends, parties, and presents. Plates of baked 
goodies, Christmas cards, Christmas carols, and church pageants. Bright lights, 
beautiful trees, Santa, and snow. Along with rushing crowds, traffic jams, bills, 
and stress. Yes, all of these things and more shape our Christmas Holiday. 
However, none of it means a thing without knowing and thinking about the 
“real reason for the season” – the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior! 

God's hope is our Light, and the Light of Christmas is His Son. May you experi-
ence the love of Jesus this Christmas and all through the coming year. May the 
love of Jesus kindle a flame in your heart that brightens your world and beck-
ons others to come and adore Him, Christ the Lord! “O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!” 

Sir Knight Daniel R. Quesenberry, PGC (from the 2010 December supplement) 

CHRISTMAS SYMBOLS 

Gold symbolizes immortality, divinity, purity, and the kingship of Jesus Christ. 
Frankincense, a sweet gum resin from the Boswellia tree, produces a sweet 
smelling white smoke and symbolizes the prayers and praises of the faithful as 
well as Christ's sacrifice and the divine name of God. Myrrh, an aromatic gum 
resin from the Commiphora tree, has a bitter taste and symbolizes the Suffer- 
ing Savior, the Great Physician, and Christ's human nature.
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