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GRAND PRELATE’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

In the Gospel of Luke we read, “All went to their own towns to be 

registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 

to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. (Luke 2: 3 – 4 

NRSV) 

I think Christmas is one of the most traveled holidays we 

experience.  For most of us we travel “home.”  I have heard that 

home is where the heart is.  As an Episcopal priest I am blessed to 

see children of the church who have grown up, were educated, and 

moved on to their own Nazareth, and then return “home – their 

Bethlehem” to celebrate the Birth of Jesus with their parents and 

old friends.  

It truly is a blessed experience to see those who are now adults and 

who were spiritually formed by their church.  My prayer for them is 

that they keep the Christian traditions of “the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers” as it is 

outlined in the Gospel of Luke. And, as they do so, they remember 

their own Bethlehem. As well as all of you out there who read these 

words, remember your own spiritual roots as they were handed 

down to you, and do all in your power to maintain them.  

This lesson reminds us that we should never outgrow our 

connections with our family and our worship family.  Many of us 

are sending off for our DNA these days to see where we came  

 
 

      
 

from.  I can save you some money and curiosity; we all came 

from, and return to God, via Jesus Christ.   

 

My brother Sir Knights, how can we be protectors of our faith 

if we do not first protect what brews in our own hearts?  In 

creating a space for the infant Jesus today we must strive to 

prepare a manger in our hearts.  As we cuddle the infant Jesus 

we become more and more passionate about the love for all 

people that we are supposed to have.  We must go to the places 

where today’s rejected reside, the hospitals, the street corners 

and even jails with messages of hope.   And while doing this 

missionary work, ensure our own hearts are truly focused on 

the love of Christ.   

 

Lastly, am so proud to be a Mason and Knight Templar. I 

dedicate my life to defending the Christian faith and 

participating in keeping the journey to the Holy Land open for 

Christian pilgrimage.  

 

God had a plan from the beginning; That in the fullness of time 

God would come among us, “Emanuel” and as the prophet 

Jeremiah says write on our hearts the knowledge and love of 

God so that no one has to tell another who God is, we will all 

know of our own accord. (Jeremiah 31:33)   The fulfillment of 

these words is recalled on Christmas Day.  God came among 

us born of a woman to save us from our sins (Matthew 1:21).   

Thank You Jesus. 

 

This Christmas let us all keep the path open to Bethlehem, the 

Holy Land, your own home, wherever that might be. Truly, 

home is where the heart is.  

 

Merry Christmas to all Sir Knights and their families.  

 

The Reverend and Sir Knight John Thomas Frazier 
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