
 

It’s Christmas Time …. Again? 

I received an email request on October 15th asking if I 

would write an article for the “Knight Templar Magazine” on 

Christmas. I replied that I would be happy to do so, but it 

seemed so early. Then I began to look around, and realized 

that most stores and even some television stations had 

already begun their push to Christmas. It wasn’t even 

Halloween yet, Thanksgiving was more than a month away, 

and well, Christmas seemed an eternity in the future. 

At first this really bothered me. I remember when we 

used to think it was pushing it to talk about Christmas before 

Thanksgiving. It truly seemed strange. But, then I began 

thinking about it. Should it be so strange to think about one 

of the two most important and sacred days in human history, 

Christmas and Easter, so early? Granted, it was all about 

advertising and merchandising of stuff. I don’t recall any 

references to the actual events of Christmas as expressed in 

the Gospels. There wasn’t even a hint of the symbolism that 

decorations and traditions represent. I was kind of saddened 

by this, at first. But then I began to think seriously about this 

and decided we need to turn it into an opportunity to share 

the real meaning of Christmas with the folks around us. 

Perhaps it isn’t so bad to think about Christmas and talk 

about it, not for just a few weeks every year, or after the 

other holidays have been celebrated, but all year round. After 

all, isn’t the Incarnation of God with us here on this planet 

THE most important thing for humankind? Shouldn’t it 

supersede everything else in our thinking as Christians? Isn’t 

it our calling, our commission, and our mission, to spread 

that good news? I recall a phrase used by one of my 

seminary professors who reminded us that “this is the visited 

planet.” The title given to Jesus is Emmanuel, which means 

God with us! That statement is a given. “God LOVED the 

world so much that he sent his Son into the world that the 

world might be saved.” I don’t care what biblical version you 

find it in it means the same! 

No matter how foolish we humans are, and no matter 

what we do in this world or for that matter, to it, we cannot 

escape the fact that God loves us unconditionally. To me, 

that is what Christmas is really all about! And, perhaps we 

would be wise to talk about it and live like we accept it all 

year round. There is no limit to God’s love and forgiveness. 

If we understand that, then Christmas has daily, moment-by-

moment, meaning for us. If all the tinsel and decorations and 

music and presents we exchange help us to recognize God’s 

fantastic, unimaginable gift to us, then let’s make this 

celebration an extravaganza that will last ALL year and then 

every day for the rest of our lives…. and thank God…. 

Forever! 
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