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In order to keep you better informed of the happenings in the 

jurisdiction, I will dedicate a portion of this column to upcoming 

events. Below are our events for December and beyond: 

• Sunday 1 December, Past Commanders Association, 

Concord at 1:00pm (Current and Past ECs) 

• Sunday 1 December, Grand Commandery Christmas 

Observance, Concord at 1:00pm (all are welcome, semi-

public event) 

• Monday 2 December, Drill Team Practice, Portsmouth at 

6:30pm (all SKs are welcome) 

• Tuesday 3 December, Palestine Commandery Stated 

Conclave, Rochester at 7:00pm 

• Tuesday 10 December, DeWitt Clinton Commandery Stated 

Conclave, Portsmouth at 6:30pm Dinner/7:30pm meeting 

 

  The First Christmas Toast 
 

The following is taken from the first Knights Templar Magazine 

Vol. II Nov-Dec, 1956, pg. 21. 

 Historical records show that the first Knights Templar Toast was 

proposed in 1876…Back in the year of 1876, Sir Knight Stephen 

Berry, Past Commander Portland (Maine) Commandery No.2, and 

Grand Recorder of the Grand Commandery of Maine from 1892-

1917, started the custom of Christmas Observance when he invited 

Templar Correspondents of Grand Commanderies to propose a 

Toast at noon on Christmas Day, joining in the sentiment expressed 

in the words “God Bless Us Everyone” as expressed in the 

immortal words of Tiny Tim, by Charles Dickens. 

 In 1885 Grand Master Robert Enoch Withers, of Wytheville, 

Va., was serving as the United States Consul at Hong Kong. Sir 

Knight Berry proposed a Toast “To him that’s away” and asked  

 

for a response, which was received from Grand Master Withers, as 

follows:” The noble and magnanimous Order of Knights Templar – 

though Continents expand and Oceans roll between us, heart 

responds to heart in loving greetings.”  

Sir Knight Berry thereupon enlarged the scope of the Toast and in 

a circular letter widely distributed through the jurisdiction of the 

Grand Encampment requested all Sir Knights to join the Templar 

correspondents at noon on Christmas Day, in a libation pledging 

loyalty and obedience to the Grand Master. 

The custom was unofficially continued each year and in 1889 

Grand Master Charles Roome, of New York, appointed a 

“Committee on Christmas Toast” which reported in 1892 

recommending the adoption of a Resolution expressing the 

approval and official action by the Grand Encampment to the 

observance of a Christmas program by Knight Templar, either as 

individuals or Commanderies… 

Just a note, this was not formally put into our statutes for many 

years, as you can see below. 

A committee was duly appointed and reported in 1910, 

recommending the action of the Grand Encampment in 1892 

approving the custom of Christmas Observance be re-affirmed ,and 

that it be considered one of the established customs of the Order: 

and that the Observance be continued and held on Christmas Day, 

preferably at noon: that a regular standing committee of one be 

appointed by the Grand Master to prepare the sentiment and that it 

be promulgated with the Grand Master’s response throughout the 

jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment, which was unanimously 

adopted. 

I found this short article fascinating, as I was not aware of the long 

history of the Observance. While we don’t hold ours on Christmas 

Day, we still follow the intent of the originators. If you have never 

joined us, on behalf of the Grand Commander and the officers, I 

would extend a personal invite to you. Hope to see you on the 1st. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reminder, dates of events are always subject to change -- York Rite 

Calendar posted on the website at https://nhyorkrite.org/calendars/ 
 

IHS, 

SK Patrick J. O’Sullivan, DGC – Editor 
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