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. Fraters: 

 

I want to start by wishing you and your families a very Merry 

Christmas. This time of the year holds a very special place in our 

hearts for we are an order of CHRISTIAN Masons. Christmas 

marks the birth of our Lord and Savior and the starting point for all 

of our Christian faiths. But Christmas time has a remarkable hold 

on peoples of many faiths. I am a history buff and this time of year 

I am often reminded of the World War I unofficial “Christmas 

truce” between the German and British troops on Christmas in 

December 1914, 105 years ago this year. The war was only 4 

months old but many of the troops on both sides thought the war 

would be over by Christmas, how very wrong they were. According 

to historical accounts, the truce sprung up almost of its own accord 

on Christmas Eve and in some cases lasted until New Year’s Day. 

It was not planned (or sanctioned). Troops who were locked in 

deadly trench warfare trying to kill each other just the day before 

suddenly and spontaneously began wishing their enemies a Merry 

Christmas, shouting across the lines to each other. This escalated to 

include meetings between many of the soldiers out in the “no man’s 

land” between the two side’s trenches. Some soldiers even 

exchanged gifts with their enemies and the Germans displayed 

Christmas trees on the parapets on top of their trenches. Both sides 

sung various Christmas carols in several languages and there were 

reports of numerous football (soccer) matches being played 

between the two sides in the bombed out areas between the two 

side’s trenches. Sadly, all of these troops were ordered back into 

battle by their officers within the next few days. Many would die in 

the coming days, weeks, months, and years of the war. But for a 

shining brief moment, the spirit of the Christmas season overcame 

the hate and fear that launched these nations in a bloody war. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the birth of Jesus Christ could have this 

effect on every nation and person on the earth. Let us continue to 

pray that his peace will flow upon us all. My sincere thanks to 

everyone who has supported me this year as your Grand 

the hate and fear that launched these nations in a bloody war. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the birth of Jesus Christ could have this 

effect on every nation and person on the earth. Let us continue to 

pray that his peace will flow upon us all. My sincere thanks to 

everyone who has supported me this year as your Grand 

Commander. Here is to a very Happy New Year for all and a great 

final 3 months of this 2019-20 Chivalric year. 

 

Yours in service to the Lord, 

S.K. Matt Macready, K.C.T. 

Right Eminent Grand. Commander 2019-20 

 

 

Knights Templars 

Providing Masonic CHRISTIAN values throughout the 

ages. 

 

Upcoming NJ Grand Commandery Events 
 

Official Visits: 

 

No official visits scheduled for December at this time. 

 

 

Grand Commandery Events: 

 

December 21 (Saturday) Top 3 Meeting at 9:00 AM                 

            GL Fellowship Center 

 

Christmas Service & Caroling Masonic Home Chapel 

 

**Both events will be at the Masonic Village Campus in 

Burlington, NJ. Top 3 meeting will be held in the lodge room in the 

Fellowship Center. The Christmas Service and Christmas caroling 

will take place in the chapel after a break for lunch (start time 

around 1:00 or 1:30 PM). 
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