
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knightly Greetings; 
 
     In the last message we discussed the first word in my theme for the year: 
Proclamation. 
We also discussed the 3 R’s concerning membership—which is a very important 
subject today in our organization. Today we will discuss the second word of my 
theme: Inspiration.  
     According to the dictionary, inspiration is the process of being mentally 
stimulated to do or feel something, especially to do something creative. 
“Creative people share what inspires them.” Also, it is “the action or power of 
moving the intellect or emotions.” “Being an inspiration means being the force 
or influence that inspires someone to do something or to feel a certain way.” 
     As I continue my research about the earlier Templars, I realize that they were 
very disciplined and inspirational. They created many types of inspirational 
systems that we are using today. Examples for instance include the Banking 
system which is one of the most influential systems that the entire world uses. 
Charity is a system that is very dominant in our society today. The Red Cross is 
one of the systems that still use the “Red Cross” as their symbol for charity.  
     Most of the military orders today are inspired by the Templar military order. I 
read that “The Templars were established at the time of the Crusades that 
became a model and inspiration for other military orders.”  
     I can feel it when I wear my Templar uniform. We continue this tradition as 
Knights of today—the inspiration to inspire other Sir Knights and other 
organizations. God bless you all and may to have a Merry Christmas. 
 
Courteously and fraternally, 
SK Yves Etienne, R.E.G.C. 

 
Grand Prelates Corner 
      Christmas is a special time of year—even magical. It brings back happy 
memories of family gatherings and charming traditions that have been passed 
down through generations—Christmas carols, gift exchanges and family 
feasts are just some of the enduring traditions. For me, there’s nothing more 
magical than decorated trees, lights, presents, family and friends to brighten up 
your life.   
 
 

     Sir Knights, giving and receiving love this Christmas season will ensure a 
joyous holiday for all. Christmas is much more than opening presents—It’s 
opening our hearts.  
     Living Christmas means a spirit of love. Why not give the following this 
Christmas: to your enemy—forgiveness, to your opponent—tolerance, to a 
friend—your heart, to a customer—service, to all men—charity, to every child—
a good example, to yourself—respect.  
     May this Christmas be more than just a season, but a way of life because of 
God’s gift to us in Christ.  
     Living Christmas is a season of hope, of love and blessings. Merry Christmas 
and A Blessed New Year to all. 

 
From the Editor 
     From time to time you meet in your life someone who leaves an indelible 
mark on you. One person in my life and for many others in Masonry in Western 
New York was Brother and Sir Knight William C. (Bill) Jones. 
     I became a Mason in 2001 and a Templar in early 2002 at which time I had 
the extreme pleasure of meeting Bill Jones at a Templar function. We became 
instant friends and comrades in arms. Bill became one of my most important 
mentors in the Masonic “Craft” especially in Templary. 
     At important Templar gatherings whether they be Annual Conclaves or at 
Grand Commander functions,  Bill and I would find time to get together and 
discuss the usual happenings in our lives as well as what was going on at the 
function we were attending. Bill was an excellent ritualist as well and helped me 
gain confidence in Templar ritual for doing the Orders of Templary. It was 
always a comforting feeling to be at a Templar Asylum doing the Orders side by 
side with Bill. As he got older he would often comment to us all that “this would 
be the last time he would do this ritual—I’m getting too old to remember it all”. 
We would let it go because we knew that the “next time” Bill would again be 
with us doing the Orders.  
     A few years ago Bill was instrumental in the preparations for SK David Dixon 
Goodwin’s Triennial held in Buffalo, NY. Bill worked hard helping with the 
organization of the event and for the course of the event was on hand sitting at 
the registration tables doing the job he signed up for—in his usual “Marine 
Corp. style”. You had to see it to know how hard he worked at that event—
something he did every time he lent a helping hand with anything Masonic. 
Seeing him in action made me prouder to be able to say he was a true friend 
and Brother to me. He meant so much too so many. 
   On Friday, October 25, 2019, my friend Bill completed his last order in his life 
and laid down his Templar sword and chapeau—leaving his family and friends to 
be with the Lord. I have no doubt that my Brother, my mentor and my friend is 
looking down on us all now and smiling. May God bless him for all eternity.  
     Good bye my good friend—may I be blessed someday to join you for more 
fellowship in Heaven. 
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