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GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE  2019 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 A lot of things come to mind in December.  It is the most 
important time for us to celebrate our Lord and Savior.  It is often a time 
of giving gifts, but the gift to us was greatest of all, the birth of Jesus 
Christ, our gift from God’s eternal and unconditional love.  As Knights, 
this is the gift we should share with everyone.  If we truly give it, we will 
receive it back many times over.  Practice giving love every day to God’s 
children.  We need to instill ideals of loving God, our families, our 
neighbors, and our fraternity, each day, so we can appreciate what we 
give instead of what we get. 

BE STRONG IN THE LORD! 
 I am reminded of the Christmas Story often given in the same 
way by many preachers who start with the Gospel of Mathew, “Behold, 
a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called, 
“Emmanuel” (which means, God with Us).”  (1:23) And not only this, but 
to be among us, like a visiting relative, to perform a purpose as John 
says: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him, may not perish, but may have eternal life.  
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (3:16,17) 
As Knights Templar, we have sworn to defend the Christian religion, and 
as such, this is the STORY that should best express what Christmas is 
really about.  Enjoy the spirit but remember the story.   

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Ralph G. Winters, REGC 
Grand Commandery of Oregon 

 

 
THE OFFICE OF THE GRAND PRELATE 

Year of our Lord 2019 

 To all Valiant and Magnanimous Oregon Knights of the Temple, 

wheresoever dispersed throughout Christendom – Salutations and 

Knightly Greetings: 

A TOAST TO OUR RIGHT EMINENT GRAND COMMANDER 

 In the Gospel of Matthew, we read that an Angel of the Lord 

appeared to Joseph and informed him that Mary would give birth to a son 

adding “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your 

wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she 

will bring forth a son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save 

His people from their sins.”  Matthew adds that this was done do that it 

might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet “Behold, the virgin 

shall be with child and bear a Son, and they shall call his name 

Immanuel.” 

 With these words we can see that the very essence of Christmas 

is HOPE.  The coming of Christ announces a new beginning for the 

whole world.  God is with humanity, there will be redemption and a new 

way of doing things.  There will no longer be a need to look to the past 

for there is now a bright new day for all mankind. 

 This bright new day of hope should be especially present in all of 

Christendom, particularly including our Knights Templar.  Grand 

Commander, your visionary outlook has been evidence of this hope as 

you have sought to renew and expand Templary here in Oregon.  Your 

efforts and enthusiasm are evident everywhere you travel and in all that 

you have done for our Fraternity.  Your leadership and inspirational 

encouragement for our efforts should truly manifest themselves in an 

outstanding future for Oregon Templary. 

 And so, as we celebrate Christmas this year, we affectionately 

offer this toast to you and yours.  May your radiant hope permeate 

not only Oregon Templary, but your life and that of your family as 

well and may the blessings of Christmas be with you and yours 

now and throughout the coming year. 

 In Christ’s name, 

 Most Rev.  ++E. Jeffrey Craig, P.G.C., Grand Prelate 

 Grand Commandery of Oregon & Assistant Grand Prelate  

  of the Grand Encampment USA 
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