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For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,  

which is Christ the Lord. 

Luke 2:11 (KJV) 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

 Christmastide is nearly upon us and all around, since even before 

mid-November, the secular world has been filling our eyes and ears with 

reminders of that season. Alas, their reminders are almost entirely devoid 

of the key reason why we celebrate Christ’s Mass, i.e. Christmas. It is too 

easy to get caught up in the secular festivities and begin to lose sight of 

the true meaning and wonder of what this time should be reminding us: 

the coming of the Christ child, Emmanuel – Hebrew for God with us. 

 The birth of God in human form is a basic tenant of the Cristian 

faith.  The three seminal events upon which our salvation from sin rests 

are that God became a man, he died, and he rose again. If any of those 

key points of faith had not occurred, Christianity would be a false 

doctrine of no value and our faith would be in vain, just as so many 

theologians, back to St. Paul, have taught us. 

 So often at Christmas, we are reminded of Gods great gift to us in 

sending his Son.  Likewise, at Easter, and Good Friday, we are reminded 

of the great sacrifice of Christ’s death.  Gifts and sacrifices are actually 

intertwined as one willingly gives a sacrifice.  Easter was the great gift of 

Christ offering up his life for our sin. And Christmas was a great sacrifice 

of God taking on human form and dwelling among his people, not as the 

King and Lord He is, but to be born as a humble baby, and grow to be a 

man who was often rejected and despised more often than honored. These 

sacrifices were unparalleled gifts to each and every one of us. 

 As we prepare to celebrate this holy and wondrous time of year, we 

should reflect upon what our response should be toward the one who gave 

us the greatest gift of all.  We cannot “repay” that gift in any way.  We 

can, however, show our gratitude, love and adoration by doing His work 

and showing His love toward others. By giving of ourselves and sharing 

kindness with those around us.   

 One of the downsides of this festive time of year is the added 

stresses it places on all of us to buy gifts for family and friends, plan or 

attend parties and events, and deal with crowds of others trying to do the 

same.  Do your best to avoid letting that stress make you irritable and 

distracted from God’s gift.  Rather, do all you can to be filled with His 

peace, joy, love and light, and thereby, help to spread the blessings of 

Christmas to all you meet.   

 Joy to the world, the Lord has come!! 

 Yours in His Service, 

 SK Richard F. Muth 

 Grand Commander 

 
 

Some Upcoming Events: 

 Celebrations and observances of the Birth of our Lord! 

 Dec. 27 – St. John the Evangelist’s Day 

  
 

A Word from the Grand Prelate: 

Twenty years ago, I had the privilege to kneel a foot away from a 

silver star mounted on a marble slab in a cave under a church in 

Bethlehem.  For nearly two thousand years, that location has been revered 

as the place where Jesus was born.  I was there as a pilgrim, like millions 

of pilgrims before me and since.  My heart rejoiced to be in such a 

hallowed place! 

Not everyone gets to go to Bethlehem.  Those who do are 

reminded by the tour guides of the stories of men and women who are 

bound up with that location: Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz; Jesse, David, and 

Samuel; Joseph, Mary, and Jesus.  Their stories of faithfulness, sacrifice, 

and hope ring out from the rocks, the hills, and the valleys. 

God’s love story is not finished!  We are blessed to have a little 

part in it whenever we share the story of the birth of the Christ child and 

teach one another about our God who looks for us even when we run 

away.  I pray that each Sir Knight and his family will take time to prepare 

their hearts to hear anew the glad tidings of the Savior of the World.  May 

you each be richly blessed this Christmas! 

Courteously, 

 Rev. & SK David A. Eichelberger, PDC, KCT, IKT 

Grand Prelate 
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