
           

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 
As you read this, chances are, the day of Christmas has not yet arrived. 
More than likely, you are reading this during the Christian season of 
Advent. In many denominations, Advent is recognized with an Advent 
wreath or an Advent calendar. Most folk use it to count down the days 
until Christmas. It is not meant to be a time of celebration. Rather, it is a 
time of reflection and preparation. In this regard, it is no different than 
the season of Lent. 
 
Two thousand years ago, a couple walked from their hometown to a 
place where the government said they needed to register. They were 
anticipating the birth of their child. It had been a long nine months of 
preparation. The journey was a long one. There were no cars, no trains 
and no planes. It was a long walk.  
 
That journey is not any different than all of us face when we are 
expecting a child. There is a lot of work to be done. There are numerous 
doctor visits. Our homes are changed as preparations are made for the 
arrival of the new child. It is a time of anticipation. It can be a time of 
great anxiety. The anxiety level can be particularly high if the child is the 
first one. Even if it is the fifth child, the nerves can be put on alert. There 
are no celebrations. The one thing we do know is that the birth of a 
child is a life altering event. 
 
The birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ was a life altering event for 
Mary and Joseph. Jesus’ birth had to be a time of high anxiety for the 
young couple. He was not born in a place they knew or a place where 
children were accustomed to being born.  
 
 

 
The circumstances, surrounding the pregnancy, left the couple with 
many questions. Those questions and feelings were put on the back 
burner once Jesus was born. Their lives were forever changed by that 
birth. 
 
Our lives were also changed by that birth. Just as Joseph and Mary put 
aside all their doubts and questions, we also have set aside those 
doubts and questions. Once we accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior, 
our lives would be forever changed. His birth caused a dramatic change 
in all our lives.  
 
When we became Knights Templar, we were taken through several 
degrees. Each degree was preparation for the time that we would 
become a Knight.  There was no celebration. It was a time of learning. It 
was a time that reminded us where we came from and where we are 
going. Once we were knighted, if we took our vows seriously, our lives 
were going to change forever.  
 
A long time ago, God recognized that we were not living our lives in the 
manner that he would have chosen for us. So, God decided to act in the 
most profound way possible. He sent His Son to us as a baby because, 
in that instance, He knew that the birth of a child would change the 
lives of all mankind. It was the ultimate expression of God’s parental 
love. 
 
This holiday season, may we be guided to serve as conduits of God’s 
love.  As we move towards Christmas Day, let us reach out to those in 
need. As stated in the Bible, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord. Make 
straight, in the desert, a highway for our God.” Merry Christmas! 
 
Mark Pennypacker 
Grand Prelate   
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