
 

Grand Prelate’s Christmas Message 
 

Greetings, fellow Sir Knights! 

 

     As we approach this festive season, celebrating the birth of our 

Savior, once again we are confronted with striking a balance 

between the commercial secular aspect and the spiritual aspect of 

this time.  As Christian Masons and Sir Knights most of us have 

probably worked out how to deal with the commercial part already.  

Not only does it seem to come upon us earlier and earlier, but now 

there are designated days to indulge in this frenzy.  Should you 

shop on Black Friday, Local Saturday or Cyber Tuesday? 

     Let us then move to the spiritual, religious aspect.  Freemasonry 

has already addressed this telling us not to replace our religion with 

masonry, but to use masonry to complement it.  Growing up I never 

thought about how different Christian groups celebrated Christmas 

differently.  With child-like naivety I just assumed some people just 

didn’t go to church on Christmas but still felt and believed as I did.  

As I grew and became more knowledgeable about the world, I 

began to understand the differences not only with non-Christian 

religions, but the differences between Christian denominations or 

traditions.  I can’t remember how old I was when I learned that not 

all Christians celebrate Christmas on the same day!  Not only that, 

but that some don’t even celebrate it at all!  Now that one was a 

shock.   

     In some ways the differences in the date are quite easy to 

understand.  In an effort to make the calendar reflect the timing of 

an actual year Pope Gregory XIII replaced the Julian calendar with 

the Gregorian calendar in 1582. Roman Catholic countries quickly 

adopted the new calendar for their civic events.  
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     Protestant countries took about another two centuries before its 

adoption.  Many of the churches in the Eastern Orthodox countries 

never accepted this calendar, and thus this year those Sir Knights 

who are of this religion will not celebrate Christmas until January 

7, 2020. 

     Those Christians that do not celebrate Christmas at all are 

following, perhaps inadvertently, the example of the Puritans who 

established their communities in North America in the 1620s.  They 

cite the lack of evidence of this celebration in the Bible, or express 

the idea that every day should be considered a “Holy Day”. 

     Whenever you celebrate, or even if you don’t have a specific 

day for celebrating Christmas, follow your tradition.  Consider the 

blessing you have received from the birth of the Savior of the 

world.  What it means to you as you live your daily life, striving to 

uphold the obligations we have taken both as Masons and as 

Christian Knights; and more importantly attempting to follow the 

example He has provided for all of us. 

 

Enjoy this time of joy and festivity.  And most of all, Merry 

Christmas! 

 

 
 

Sir Knight Ian Hyde 

Grand Prelate  

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Washington 
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