Wow time does fly when you are having fun and during the las
years | have been having fun. It seems like yesterday that
elected Grand Junior Warden and now | am the Grand Comir
Verbie and | have traveled all over the State of lIsnand outsic
the state meeting a lot of great Sir Knights and their Ladtiés ¢
humbling experience being elected to the Grand Commande
and a greater responsibility to be elected as the Grand Comn
Thank you very much for your confiderce, will serve as th
Grand Commander the best | know hdwnow if | don’t | will be
told.

This coming year is going to go by faster than the last fodet:
hit the ground running. My personal theme for the Tempéan
2007 — 2008 iREVITALIZE and REJUVENATE _ which | will
further explain.

REVITALIZE : This year we will strive to restoréd to trouble«
Commanderies. Hopefully all Commanderies in the state
become more active and flourish again. With the help of ee
you and these programs we will tackle this year.

REJUVENATE : By concentrating on younger members we
bring new vigor to the state. We will also be concentratin
Youth Groups, because they are our future. Through our Yot
lllinois Commanderies can be renewed and refreshed.

P.S.Let us not forget our present membershipel all the S
Knights active and involved. My Knightingpal for this year is 6'
of your present membership, which is not that hard to obtaii
example: a Commandery with a membership of 26 Sighisi 6%
equals 1.56 or 2 New Sir Knightsa Commandery with

16 August 200

membership of 317 Sir Knights 6% equals 19.02 or 19 Ne
Knights. Even though there is an appointed Membe
Committee, all Sir Knight in the State odlirlbis are members of t
Committee. The Eminent Commanders who obtain their 6% w
the guest of the Grand Commander at #9898 Grand Sessi
V.I.P. Dinner and will be recognized at that time.

My programs this coming year 2007 — 2008 are:Abdpt a
Commandery which is designed to help strengthen all
Commanderies in the state. Zjoss and Crown Award is the
revised version of the Grand Commanders Honor Award.
revised version has been broken down into fategories and ea
requirement has been assigned a point vaBig.The Office of th
Grand Prelate has been assigned a task above his regular dutie
The Grand Prelate Robert H. Pierce will be contacting
Commandery to inform them of what is required.

We are continuing the succedsirogram on Ritualistic Instructi
and | am told by the Chairman S.Krthur W. Williams that he h:
scheduled 20 Instructional Schools this year thru out the state
made a difference in the divisions where these Instructional S
have been held. If you want to have one in your area lebrAmie
know and he will try to schedule one for you.

Let us not for get the Receptions of the Grand Presiding Officers of
the lllinois York Rite Bodies

September 8, 200Reception for Most Excellent Grandigh
Priest/RAM/Keller Convention Center/Effingham

September 9, 2007Reception for Most lllustrious Gra
Master/CMVFW Post 1308/4445 Alby/Alton 618.466.6883
PM

September 15, 2007Reception for Right Eminent Grg
Commander/KT/ Hotel Pere Mardtes Cotillion Room 501 Mal
Street Peoria Social Hour 5:00pm-6:00pm Dinner: 6:30pm-
Entertainment to Follow. Black Tie Optional.
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