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   Not too long ago, I had the oppor-

tunity to walk inside the Mitchell 

County Court House in Beloit, Kan-

sas.  I was very pleased to see vari-

ous mementoes of a public nature 

on display which are artifacts from 

when that cornerstone was laid.  A 

few coins, some pamphlets and 

newspapers of the era were placed 

inside the box for posterity.  Those 

items were intended to symbolize 

what people of that day and age con-

sidered relevant  to their lives.  One 

thing that caught my eye was a copy 

of the Kansas Grand Commandery 

Knights Templar proceedings from 

1899. 

   I marveled at the beauty of that old 

courthouse which is built from local 

KANSAS GRAND COMMANDERY 

 AWARDS $9000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS 
By Sir Knight Robert W. Harrington, PGC 

 

   Six Kansas students have each been selected to receive a òno strings at-

tachedó $1500 scholarship from the Grand Commandery Education Founda-

tion.  Eldon E. Leitzel, Chairman of the Education Committee, noted that òit 

was a difficult decision to make as we had 27 applicants for the six scholar-

ships.ó  Those selected were: Shaylan D. Ennis of Paola, who is pursuing a 

career in agricultural science; Molly E. Gordon of Wichita, who plans a career 

in elementary education at Kansas State University; Bret Johnson of Troy, pre

-med at the University of Kansas; Deann K. Mason of Mulvane, seeking a ma-

jor in dental hygiene at Wichita State University; Sarah A. Maxwell of Wichita, 

in pre-med at Wichita State University; and Victoria L. Smith of Bavaria, en-

rolled in physical therapy studying for a degree in psychology and Spanish at 

Wichita State University. 

   To be eligible for a scholarship, a student must be a U.S. citizen, be a Kan-

sas resident, attend an Accredited Post or Secondary Education Institution or 

an Accredited Trade School in Kansas, and have a current grade point aver-

age of 3.0 [B average] or better. 

   The Education Committee, which is responsible for selection of the scholar-

ship awardees, consists of members who are all Past Grand Commanders of 

the Knights Templar of Kansas.   They are Sir Knights: Eldon E. Leitzel of 

Wichita, Robert C. Simmons  of Hoisington, Lawrence E. Bodine of Hays, 

Robert W. Harrington of Paola, and Richard J. Friendly of Hays. 
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limestone.  As I looked out the win-

dow to gaze at the old brick streets, I 

could almost envision uniformed 

Knights Templar from a bygone time 

marching past that courthouse to the 

delight of bystanders.  Can we strive 

to return Templary to a position of 

prominence in every county-seat town 

in Kansas?  That is somewhat unlikely 

in todayõs climate.  Even some Com-

manderies  in our larger towns, which 

have a larger pool of blue lodges to 

provide potential Templars,  are strug-

gling.  Yet we should not overlook our 

smaller communities.  ITõS HIGHLY 

LIKELY THAT EVERY SMALL TOWN 

HAS AT LEAST SOMEONE WHO IS IN-

TERESTED IN MASONRY ñ- AND ALSO 

INTERESTED IN TEMPLARY.  We need 

to reach out to all Christian Masons 

residing in all portions of Kansas, and  

especially those living in county-seat 

towns.  Prospects live there. 
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cross and crown which alludes to the 

promise  in Revela-

tion 2:10 [King James 

version] that those 

faithful unto death 

will be given a crown 

of life.  We also use 

the motto from the 

vision of Constantine  

the Great:  In hoc si-

gno vinces, which means in this sign 

of the cross conquer.            JHD 

CROSS & CROWN 
   Unlike in blue lodge or 

mainstream Masonry 

which fosters unstipu-

lated religion, the 

Knights Templar within 

the York Rite profess to 

specifically defend the 

Christian religion.  Thus, 

it is appropriate that 

some of our symbols are Christian in 

nature.  The most recognized is the 


