
   I would like to explain the Holy 

Land Pilgrimage and why we do it.  

We try to send a minister to the Holy 

Land once a year, if the troubles in 

that country will not put them in dan-

ger.  We encourage all our Knights 

and Commanderies to send in good 

applications on a pastor they think 

would use this trip to forward their 

ministries.  The one we are sending 

for this year is a great minister from 

Lawrence, Reverend Maria Camp-

bell, who will go in the February 

2008 group.  It is up to you to get us 

these applications.  The minister has 

to have been in the ministry for ten 

years and can be from any denomi-

nation.   We need all the help with 

raising money to do this great job, so 

 

   WHAT CAN THE YORK RITE 

OFFER THE MASTER MASON ? 
  By J. Howard Duncan 

  

  Many Master Masons are not aware that York Rite Masonry can offer them 

the answer to a mystery left in their minds after the Second Section of the 

Third Degree.  The Royal Arch Degree within the York Rite is like the second 

act of a play in which the Third Degree was the first act. 

   The allegory of the Third Degree is fidelity to a trust.  And just when all 

seems to be going reasonably well, the sought prize [the Master Masonõs 

Word] is lost through the death of the Grand Junior Warden and only a substi-

tute remains.  The Master Mason is left to continue, perhaps forever, to 

search for that which is lost.  In some respects that is like the first act of a 

good play, leaving one to wonder how it will all turn out. The Royal Arch De-

gree tells how the lost word of a Master Mason is recovered. 

   Royal Arch Masonry has been with us in some 

form for more that 250 years.  Originally it was 

part of the blue lodge along with the first three 

degrees.  The lodge would transform itself into a 

Royal Arch Chapter as needed in the same fash-

ion as it today changes among the Entered Ap-

prentice, Fellowcraft, and Master degrees.  It later 

separated from the blue lodge and became part 

of the York Rites which now include Chapter, 

Council, and Commandery.  

   Simply put, the Royal Arch degree uses as an allegory the rebuilding of the 

Temple in Jerusalem after the gaining of freedom from Babylonia.   There is 

an interesting sidelight regarding the principal officers and their different ti-

tles in England and the United States.  In English Chapters the top officer is 

King  Zerubbabel.   In American Chapters which were forming about two dec-

ades before the American Revolution, the title of King had somewhat of a 

repulsion to it.  Thus, the top officer in America represents Jeshua the High 

Priest.  King Zerubbablel was relegated to the number two chair.  American 

York Rite Masons avoided having a king as their presiding officer. 

   York Rite Masonry is available to all Master Masons in good standing.  Offer 

to tell the good Christian Master Masons you know about our York Rite.        
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T. Michael Fegan 

Grand Commander 

please help.  Please  feel free to call 

me about this important service to 

our fraternity.  

[Photograph shows PGC Richard 

Friendly, Rev. Maria Campbell, and 

SK Kelly Kraemer] 
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Holy Land Pilgrimage 
By Eldon E. Leitzel, PGC 


