FEBRUARY, 2017

JANUARY, 2017

Sir Knight:
Anagantios is what the Celts called February – Stay at home
Time. Even worse than the Cold Time of January, February was not
the time to venture out of the house. The weather was very
unpredictable: snow one day, and rain the next; the lakes might freeze
overnight, and then melt in the morning sunlight. You couldn’t plan
the next day’s activities with any certainty.
The Knights of the Crusades did not have it any better. They
couldn’t foretell the weather any more than the Celts of the previous
millennium could. They too had to look at the sky, and see what the
new day might bring them. There were no weathermen, no Doppler
Radar, no meteorologists. They only had men who claimed to see
what the future was bringing them; with crystal balls, chicken entrails,
and other mystical methods of divination.
We have those things now, and to a certain extent they are
accurate. We know we’ll need an umbrella two days from now, and
when it’s time to prepare our car for winter. And we have our Faith to
tell us about our future.
No one has ever come back from that Foreign Country, to tell
us exactly what awaits us in “the great beyond”. But we have our
Faith in Our Savior Jesus Christ, who has promised us a glorious
future with Him in Heaven if we keep faith with Him.
Not just the faith that has us whisper our prayers in the dark,
hidden from all prying eyes, but the faith that we proudly and publicly
proclaim when we repeat the Lord’s Prayer in our Conclaves. The
faith that each of us proudly displays to the world when we wear a
cross on our uniform. The cross that we proudly carry for Christ.
In the words of Our Lord: Be thou faithful unto death, and I
will give you a crown of Life.” No cross, no crown!

FROM THE HEAD OF THE COLUMN
A reminder to all Sir Knights that our Annual Conclave will be
held on Saturday, March 4, 2017, with the Grand Commander’s
Church Service on Sunday Morning.
We will NOT be at the Holiday Inn this year. The Annual
Sessions will be held at the Crowne Plaza Somerset-Bridgewater,
101 Davidson Ave, Somerset, NJ. This hotel is on the other side of the
street from the Holiday Inn!
Present and Past Commanders who wish to join the Order of
Knights Preceptor should contact S.K. Scott Gothe, VEDGC, at
scottgothe@gmail.com for a petition; please note that membership is
by unanimous secret ballot.
Those Companions and Sir Knights who wish to attend the
Leadership Seminar “So you think you’re ready for the East” should
make a reservation with S.K. John D. Barnes, at
johnmaple196@optonline.net. This seminar is open to all York Rite
Masons, but preference will be given to Dais Officers if necessary.

S.K. Richard A. Hammill, REGC

To all the Sir Knights of New Jersey, and especially to
my Officers, my thanks for your service to me and to this
Grand Commandery. This year has been fun for me, and the
memories we’ve created together will warm my heart for the
rest of my life.
To SK James McConnell and the Officers of the
Grand Encampment, thank you for your support throughout
the year!
Irish Blessing
May you have the hindsight to know where
you've been,
the foresight to know where you're going,
and the insight to know when you're there.

