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“Nay to the Uontd!”

“Unto us a boy is born!
The King of all creation,
Came He to a world forlorn
The Lord of every nation.”
(15th century Latin carol)

“feaua lo the neassw for the seassnl”

A beloved old Christmas carol begins: "Joy to the world, the
Lord is come. Let earth receive her king." "Joy to the world"
is a glorious promise, particularly as we observe this
season of Advent, the time of the birth or coming of Christ
Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Christmas time is anticipation,
crowds, visiting, sharing, shopping, laughing, sadness,
worshipping, celebrating, remembering, and reminiscing.
And Christmas, we believe, is alone that time when the
spirit of love and giving and receiving that JESUS taught is
most universally manifested by mankind. Sir Knights, let us
strive to minister to those in need and to fulfill our vow to
uplift the Christian religion and to glorify our FATHER in
heaven.

"And let us not be weary in
well doing: for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not."

(Galatians 6: 9)
My family joins with me in wishing for you, your family and friends a blessed

Merry Christmas!

The 31st Annual Voluntary Campaign to raise funds for the Knights Templar Eye Foundation,
Inc., a Masonic charity, started December 1, 1998. Your generosity and commitment to this
endeavor has provided an important part of the funding that is needed for hospital and physician
care, the research grants program, the co-sponsorship of the National Eye Care Program, the co-
founding of the Kids Eye program, etc. Our goal for this campaign is $2,000,000. We can do it
when Every Knight Templar in every Commandery participates!

To paraphrase an old quotation: "Everything and anything is possible if we don't care who
gets the credit." Competitions and rewards are motivating and are incentives to do our best in
any field of endeavor and rightfully so, but the main thing is to work together and cooperate
toward achieving the common goal for the common good. Sir Knights, the purposes for which
we exist as a Masonic Fraternity, and especially as Christian Masons, are well tried and true
and worthy of our best efforts.

I'm done pumping! | wish for you Godspeed in all things.

Every Christian Mason Should Be A Knight Templar!

P,

James Morris Ward, KGC, Grand Master
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Knight Templar
"The Magazine for York Rite Masons - and Others, too"

NOVEMBER: It's time to SALUTE our Grand Commanders for the Templar year
1998-1999. Their pictures start on page 7 and their addresses are on page 10.
Since the 31st Campaign for the KTEF is just around the corner, you can also find
your Grand Commandery's Campaign Chairman listed on page 11. Sir Knight
Charles Garnes, overall chairman of the campaign, has written an informative article
(page 5) to get you started toward a successful campaign. November is also the
time for news about the Easter Sunrise Service and weekend in Washington, D.C.,
and Alexandria, Virginia. See page 14 for Sir Knight Baldwin's information. Our
cover (artwork by Joseph Bennett) and our feature story celebrate the
accomplishments of Brother Christy Mathewson, another baseball great.
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Apologies: to Sir Knight Donald C. Phillips, Colorado
State chairman for the 31st Annual Voluntary
Campaign for KTEF. We had his address wrong in the
November issue. His correct address is: 112 Trout
Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80906. Colorado Sir
Knights, be aware!

Contacts for all Masonic organizations listed in our
January 1998 issue should have the form for our
next listing in January 1999. Please respond
immediately as the magazine goes to print on Dec.
15, 1998. If your organization has a new contact,
please inform him/her of this. We would rather not
leave anyone out.

Announcement: Knight Commander of the Temple
Award: All nominations for the Knight Commander of
the Temple award should be made to a HOLDER of
the award in the state of the nominee. These
nominations will be reviewed by the holders and then
forwarded to the Grand Encampment. NO
nominations will be accepted it sent directly to the
Grand Encampment office. Any further questions
should be directed to the Grand Recorder of the
Grand Encampment.

Announcing: The Widow's Pin - to commemorate those
who were active Templars: The Grand Encampment
continues a program to honor widows

of Knights Templar. A green pin is for widows of those
below the rank of Commander, and a red Templar Cross
pin is for widows of Sir Knights who held office Wow the
rank of Past Grand Commander (this includes
Commanders, Past Commanders and grand officers).
Honor your widows at regular or special programs of
your Commandery. Order in lots of 10 at $5.00 apiece,
payable to the Grand Encampment, and send to the
Grand Recorder; Grand Encampment, Knights Templar;
5097 N. Elston Avenue, Suite 101: Chicago; IL 60630-
2460.

A Pilgrim's Path: Freemasonry and the Religious
Right: This is John J. Robinson's last book, and it
is available as a hardbound copy. Every Mason
should want this intriguing and educational book
in his library. The book is available for $1500
each, plus $2.50 shipping and handling. . Born in
Blood: The exciting book by John J Robinson is
available at the price of $16 00, including shipping
and handling ¢« Dungeon, Fire, and Sword: The
Knights Templar in the Crusades: This history of
the Knights Templar by the late John J. Robinson
is available for $20.00 each, plus $3.00 shipping
and handling Please make checks payable to the
Grand Encampment, and send them to the Grand
Recorder: Grand Encampment, Knights Templar;
5097 N. Elston Avenue, Suite 101; Chicago: IL
60630-2460.

YORK RITE FREEMASONRY ON THE INTERNET - Official Web Sites

Grand Encampment, Knights Templar of the United States of America
http:/iwww.knightstemplar.org

General Grand Council, Cryptic Masons, international
http://members.aol.com/GGCOUNCILIHomePage.html

General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, International
http://members.aol.com/GGCHAPTERIHomePage.html

York Rite Freemasonry . The International Information Site
http://members.aol.com/YorkRiteFM/HomePage.html
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The 31st Annual Voluntary Campaign
Is Knocking at Your Door!

by Sir Knight Charles A. Garnes, Honorary P.D.C.
and Chairman of the 31st Annual Voluntary Campaign

The alarm will be sounded on December 1
to remind every Sir Knight that the needy
are seeking our help so that they too may
see the beauty of all things great and
small that God has given us. If no one
cares enough to answer the door, we are
saying that we cannot help or have
nothing to give to those who have
nowhere else to turn. The Knights
Templar Eye Foundation, Inc., is
frequently the last hope between saving
someone's sight or losing them to
blindness? Will you open the door of hope
for the prevention of blindness during the
31st Annual Voluntary Campaign?

The goal for the 31st Annual Voluntary
Campaign is $2 million. This is not a large
sum in the financial world where we now
hear of budgets and charitable donations
of millions and billions, but the Knights
Templar raising the sum of just $2 million
can make sight possible for over 2,000
people yearly. Don't you think it is worth
the effort to raise these funds by personal
donations, fundraising activities, or
organizational donations so that we never
refuse help because of lack of funds?

The easy method is this: EVERY SIR
KNIGHT can and should put a check for
$1000 in the envelope in the center of
this magazine and mail it before
December 31, 1998. If you wish, you can
make additional donations through the
year. This would be a giant step forward
from antiquated fundraising, and more
concentration could be put on other
important Templar projects such as
membership, and the local
Commanderies could do something to
help those in need in their communities.
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The Grand Master is looking for 100%
participation of all Commanderies during
the campaign. Every Commander is
asked to take a voluntary collection at the
December Conclave and forward the
amount donated to the Knights Templar
Eye Foundation office before the end of
December. This is a simple request, and
everyone is expected to cooperate and
respond to the request of the Grand
Master. This will make the 100%
participation an easy goal. Please don't
be negative, but respond immediately
with a cheerful Yes, | will Help.".

Have you checked on the Matching
Grants Program with your employer? Here is
a partial list of companies with Matching Gift
programs: H. J. Heinz Co., Hoechst
Celanese Corp.,, IBN Corp., The ITW
Foundation, Johnson & Johnson Industries,
Kemper Insurance Companies, Eli Lilly and
Company Foundation, Lucent Technologies,
Merrill Lynch Foundation, Mobil Foundation,
Morgan Guaranty Trust Co., Murdy
Foundation Inc., RIJR Nabisco, Inc., Newport
News Shipbuilding, Norfolk Southern Corp.,
Outboard Marine Corp., and the Pfizer



Foundation, Inc. Every Sir Knight is asked to
check with the Human Relations program
where he is employed and ascertain if they

Are you being true to your vows? | invite
you to examine your commitment to
Christian Knighthood and remember that we

are "Crusaders for Sight."

Sir Knight Charles A. Games, Honorary Past
Department Commander and P.G.C. of
Pennsylvania, is the Campaign Chairman of the 31st
Annual Voluntary Campaign and a member of
Duquesne Commandery No. 72, Penn Hills,
Pennsylvania. He resides at 1700 Jamestown Place,
Pittsburgh, PA 15235-4944; Send e-mail to:
cagarnes@aol.com or ktef@knightsterrclar.org

have a Matching Gift Program. Our members
and friends of the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation must originate this method of fund-
raising by contacting the Human Relations or
Personnel departments.

Sir Knights, the bottom line is that the
Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc., Is the
responsibility of every Sir Knight.

KTEF Grant Funds Biological Science's Eye Research In Delaware

A $20,000 grant from the Knights Templar Eye Foundation is helping to fund eye
research at the University of Delaware - the first time one of these competitive grants
has been awarded in the state.

Melinda K. Duncan, biological sciences, will use the funds to study the function of the Pax-
6 gene, the cause of the genetic abnormality aniridia, an eye condition in which children are
born without irises. Without an iris, the pupil is unable to close making it impossible for the eye
to control incoming light.

Other potentially blinding complications such as cloudy corneas, retinal detachments,
glaucoma, and cataracts also may be part of the condition.

Duncan's research will use genetically altered mice to investigate how mutant forms
of the Pax-6 protein produce cataracts. 'The results may tell us which aniridia patients
could be helped by gene therapy and will teach us more about how our eyes form and
develop,"” she said.

In the picture Melinda K. Duncan, assistant professor of biological sciences, receives a check
for eye research from James A. Pletz, Grand Commander of Knights Templar in Delaware. Also,
left to right: Daniel D. Carson, chair of the Department of Biological Sciences; Donald D.
Thomas, Grand Recorder, Delaware; Herbert P. Fulmer, Grand Master of Masons, Delaware; C.
Granville McVey, Grand Treasurer, Delaware; and Warren F. Schueler, Senior Past Grand
Master and chair of the Knights Templar Eye Foundation for Delaware. (from an article in The
University of Delaware UpDate, October 22, 1998, by Beth Thomas)
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Our Cross of Honor

The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States of America
presents the 1998 recipients of the Knights Templar Cross of Honor. These
distinguished Sir Knights have demonstrated meritorious service and have been
rewarded for it. The Constitution and Statutes of the Grand Encampment state that
the Knights Templar Cross of Honor "shall be awarded only for exceptional and
meritorious service rendered to the order far beyond the call of duty and beyond the
service usually expected of an officer or member."”

This year the Grand Commanderies have selected forty-seven Sir Knights to receive the

coveted Cross of Honor.

Alabama
Patrick Bertram Bleakley, Anniston No. 23

Arizona
David Edmond Van Amburg, Yuma No. 10

Arkansas
Lewis Frank Polley
Jacques DeMolay No. 3

California
Thomas Franklin Pollock, Foothill No. 63

Colorado
Ernest L. Niemeyer, Pikes Peak No. 6

Connecticut
Robert Dikran Shooshan
Washington No. 1

Florida
Seth King Walworth, Springtime No. 40

Georgia
Bobby Lee Massey, Amicalola No. 41

Idaho
Kenneth Naylor, Twin Falls No. 10

llinois
Walter Edward Davison, Elwood No. 6
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Indiana
Harrison Eugene Lackey
Lawrence No. 67

lowa
Robert L. Johnson, Columbian No. 18

Kansas
Clifford A. Johnson, Askelon No. 6

Kentucky
John E. Mitchell, Pikeville No. 45

Louisiana
Dudley Joseph Theriot, Payen No. 16

Maine
Gordon Ernest Reynolds, St. John's No. 3

Maryland
Oscar Doyle Johnson
Jacques DeMolay No. 4

Michigan
James H. Blauvelt, Jackson No. 9
Minnesota
Leonard E. Strobel, Ascalon No. 16
Mississippi
George Jasper Williams, Mississippi No. 1



Missouri
Logan Earl Wing, Jr.
Hugh de Paynes No. 4

Montana
E. Terrill Nobles, St. Omer No. 9

Nebraska
Joseph Howard Belden, Bethlehem No. 18

Nevada
Woodson Adams, E. C. Peterson No. 8

New Hampshire
Aldine Jack Tillotson
North Star - St. Gerard No. 4

New Jersey
Noble Colclough, Corson No. 15

New Mexico
Arland M. Blackburn, Shiprock No. 15

New York
William C. Jones, Sagoyewatha No. 17

North Carolina
William F Meacham, Sr., Salisbury No. 13

North Dakota
Clark Ormiston, Wi-Ha-Ha No. 4
Ohio
Ivan Lester McClary, Mt. Vernon No. 1
Clifford A. Fenner, Highland No. 31

Oklahoma
Forrest Teller Smith, Guthrie No. 1

Oregon
Herald E. Reid, Pendleton No. 7

Pennsylvania
George Henry Runkle, Pilgrim No. 11

South Carolina
Walter Hampton Johnson Spartanburg No. 3

South Dakota
Harlan E. Peterson, Cyrene No. 2

Tennessee
Donald Meyer, Baldwin No. 7

Texas
Howard Newton, Ruthven No. 2
William Gaston Parsons
San Marcos No. 56

Utah
Joe Edward Shirk, lvanhoe No. 5

Vermont
Russell Alvern Goslant, Mt. Zion No. 9
Virginia
George Daniel Gilbreath
Old Dominion No. 11

Washington
Steven L. Guffy, Columbia No. 14

West Virginia
George J. Gruber, Potomac No. 5

Wisconsin

Harold J. Christiansen, St. Croix No. 14
Wyoming

Wayne F. Messenger, Constantine No. 9

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
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Merry Christmas!

by Sir Knight Donald IL Smith Past Grand Master and Grand Prelate or the Grand
Encampment. Knights Templar of the USA

What a wonderful expression of our
love for our Lord and Savior.

He was born for us!

He lived for us!

He died for us!

And now He watches over us.

What a present! What a wonderful reason
to be Merry.

Each year millions of cards bearing the
words "Merry Christmas" are mailed all
over the world. They come in many
colors, many sizes, and many languages
- Joyeux Noel, Boa Noite, Feliz Navidad,
Froliche Weinachten, Buon Natale----and
in so many other ways they express it.

It is such a wonderful custom. It tells the world
that we believe. It tells the addressees that we
are thinking of them at this wonderful time of
celebration. It tells the sender that there is
love in their hearts for many.

Some say this is a burdensome custom on a
Post Office already overburdened with
packages of gifts. Some say that many do not
take the time to read them. Some say they
are too expensive and the postage is too
high. Some say they are just thrown away.

Sir Knight Donald Hinslea Smith, Grand Prelate
member of Richmond Commandery No. 19, and
Most Eminent Past Grand Master of the
Richmond, Kentucky. He resides at 1041 Idylwild
Grand Encampment and P.G.C. of Kentucky, is a
Drive, Richmond, KY 40475
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But most of us say: "Isn't that a pretty
card from our dear friends and such a
wonderful greeting,” and wouldn't it be
wonderful if we all put the true meaning of

Merry Christmas!

into every heart, as we think of that stable,
that manger, those animals, and the Love
that came down from heaven to that
carpenter and his wife and to us, as a new-
son to born babe lay in that manger, in that
stable, on that night in Bethlehem.

God Blessed us all that nights, and He
blessed all those who will come after us.

Joy to the World!

Menny Clnietmas aand
Phappy WNew Yean
trowe the Grand Master an
all the officers of the Grand Thcampment



Joy — Joy - Joy
by Reverend Donald Craig Kerr, 32°

'Tis the season to be jolly once again - a time
to bring out the candles and the lights and
the holly and the ivy. All of that represents
the signs of celebration. Families prepare
with the Christmas tree and the presents and
the dinners. Some go to great lengths to
decorate their houses inside and outside.

This is what happened at one house.
Large plywood letters were to be put on the
roof, illuminated by bright lights. As usual,
the family before Christmas was in a frantic
rush. Just before Christmas on a Saturday
everyone was eager to get the sign ready. It
was a blustery, wintry day. The big plywood
letters were supposed to spell "Noel."

Fighting the wind and the cold and
struggling to get the letters in the right order,
the father of the house, who was on the roof,
yelled down to the others below, "O.K., turn
on the lights." Excited and watching eagerly,
the family waited. Against the darkening sky
and the hovering winter clouds,

the big letters on the roof were lit up and all
aglow. Instead of "Noel," they spelled "Leon."”
What a shock! Everything was undone. It
was a giant mix-up.

That's how things are sometimes at
Christmas. We get confused. We know
what the season is supposed to mean. We
know that Hanukkah and Christmas are
joyful and happy times. They exist to tell
us about the miracles of God and the love
of God. However, we get caught up with
lists, ribbons, and tinsel and forget about
the peace and hope and the "Silent Night,
Holy Night." Let's all remember the
thought of this simple rhyme:

"So many gods, so many creeds, So

many ways that wind and wind, While
all this old world needs Is just the art
of being kind."

Sir Knight Donald Craig Kerr, Th.D., 32° is a
member of Beauseant Commandery No. 8,
Baltimore, Maryland. He resides at 5220 Manz PI.,
Apt. 330, Sarasota, FL 34232-2683

Southwestern Department Commander Grover T. Halbrooks
Presents Golden Chalice To California Commandery

1998 at a stated
Conclave, Sir Knight Grover T.
Halbrooks, Southwestern Department
Commander of the Grand Encampment,
presented a Golden Chalice to
Bakersfield Commandery No. 39,
Bakersfield, California. It was presented
for a contribution by Sir Knight Angel
through a will. The Golden Chalice is
presented for a contribution of $10,000
or more to the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation. In the picture Commander
Dale St. Claire (left) receives the Golden
Chalice from Sir Knight Haibrooks.

Late September

December 1998
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In Memoriam

James Whitcomb Reineking, Sr.
Montana
Grand Commander-1991
Born November 2, 1915
Died July 23, 1998

Orville Kenneth Holman
Montana
Grand Commander-1982
Born January 13, 1913
Died October 7, 1998

Leimo G. Immonen
Nevada
Grand Commander-1950
Born February 24, 1903
Died October 13, 1998

Ben Max Jessurun-Lobo
New Jersey
Grand Commander-1991
Born March 16, 1913
Died October 17, 1998

Grand Commander's Club
No. 100,909-Frederick A. Stahl (NY)

Grand Master's Club

No. 3096-Joseph A Anthony (KY)
No. 3,097-R. P. Scott (TX)

No. 3,098-Beaura R. Pahl (WV)
No. 3,099-John Yates (TX)

No. 3,100-Peter F. Gross (PA)
No. 3,101-Frederick A. Stahl (NY)

How to join: Any individual may send a check in the
amount of $100 or more specified for the purpose of
beginning a Grand Commanders Club membership
and made payable to the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation. This initial contribution of $100 or more will
begin your Grand Commanders Club membership. In
addition, members of the Grand Commander's Club
pledge to make annual contributions of $100 or more.
Once contributions total $1,000, the individual is
enrolled in the Grand Master's Club. Membership is
open to individuals only, and there is Commandery
credit given for participation. Information is
available from: Knights Templar Eye Foundation,
Inc.; 5097 N. Elston Avenue, Suite 100; Chicago;
1L60630-2460; (773) 205-3838
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Grand Master's Club And
Grand Commander's Club Pins

Since July 1, 1992, all new members of the Grand
Master's and Grand Commander's clubs have
been issued pins at no charge to the recipients. It
you became a member of either club prior to that
date and would like a pin for yourself, send a
$10.00 donation to the Eye Foundation in
Chicago, and you will receive one.

Life Sponsorship Pins Available

This very attractive pin in the shape of a shield
is available for a donation of $7.00 each or
$5.00 each in lots of twenty. Show your
Commandery members that you are a Life
Sponsor of the Knights Templar Eye Foundation
by ordering yours today. Pins are available to
any Knight Templar who already has purchased
a Life Sponsorship or who intends to do so.
Contact: Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.;
5097 N. Elston Ave., Suite 100; Chicago; IL
60630-2460; (773) 205-3838

Notice:

In the News Release of
the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation, dated
October 1, 1998, which
was mailed the end of
October 1998, an error
was made on the ending
date of the 31st Annual
Campaign. Of course,
the campaign ends on

April 30, 1999!
éél

E]
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News from the Knights Templar Eye Foundation Grand
Chapter of Missouri, O.E.S., Makes Contribution to KTEF

In the summer of 1998, the officers and ladies of Fenton Chapter No. 152, Order of
Eastern Star, set aside their regular meeting night for the Past Grand Matron and Past
Grand Patron to present a check for $7,125.00 to the Knights Templar Eye Foundation.

Alter a delicious dinner served and prepared by the ladies of Fenton Chapter, some
one hundred ladies and Brethren of various Eastern Star Chapters were in attendance for
the presentation. Mrs. Bessie Mae Kirkpatrick, Past Most Worthy Grand Matron, and Sir
Knight Joe Jelinek, Past Grand Patron, presented the check to Past Grand Master, Blair
Christy Mayford, who received the check for the Knights Templar Eye Foundation. Sir
Knight Mayford's remarks were most appropriate as he thanked the ladies and Brethren
for their support of the Foundation. He mentioned that the ladies are the Foundation's
most generous contributors. He then turned the check over to Sir Knight Louis Monken,
P.C. of Ascalon Commandery No. 16 and the chairman of the Voluntary Campaign for
Missouri.

Left to right in the picture are: Sir Knight Louis Monken, P.C., Ascalon No. 16, and
Missouri chairman for the campaign; Sir Knight Joe Jelinek, P.G.P.; Blair Mayford,
M.E.P.G.M., Grand Encampment; Mrs. Bessie Mae Kirkpatrick, P.M.W.G.M.; and Sir
Knight Harold Richardson, P.G.C., Grand Commandery of Missouri. Not pictured was
Sir Knight Lon Goode, D.G.C., Missouri, and the photographer.

A Mother Thanks the Knights Templar Eye Foundation

I am writing to say thank you for your monetary gift to help pay for my daughter's artificial eye.
My daughter, Sasha, has had a very rough road with her eyes in her young life. To lose your
eye at any age is difficult, but at fifteen years old it is especially hard. She lost it due to
advanced glaucoma, which is usually a disease that hits older people.

Unfortunately traditional insurance companies do not pay much, if any, toward prosthetics.
The cost of her artificial eye was $1,500.00, and this will be one of several in her lifetime, I'm
sure. But with gifts from organizations such as yours, it is almost paid for! She looks
absolutely beautiful! She was without an eye for almost three months, and that was difficult for
her in high school but not any longer. Again thank you from the bottom of my heart. May God
bless each and every one of you in all that you do for the community.

Beth Walter, Norfolk, Virginia
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National Children's Eye Care Program

submitted by Sir Knight James W. Prairie, P.G.C. (Indiana)

On June 1, 1998, representatives of the
Grand Encampment, Grand Commandery of
Indiana, the Foundation of the American
Academy of Ophthalmology, and Prevent
Blindness Indiana met with First Lady Judy
O'Bannon and Indiana State Representative
Brian Bosma to announce the National
Children's Eye Care Program (NCECP), a
public service campaign that addresses
children's eye care needs. The program is
co-sponsored by the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation, Inc.

"If parents learn to recognize the signs of
early eye trouble in their young children, we
can help prevent tragic, unnecessary vision
loss," said First Lady Judy O'Bannon. "It is
so critical that we offer all our young children
good preventive health, so they can take
hold of life's many opportunities.”

The NCECP's pilot program began in
June in Indiana. It will be released in Texas
in the spring of 1999, and it is expected it will
be available nationwide by 2000. As part of
the pilot, Indiana's 70,000 parents of children
through the age of tour will be mailed a letter
and brochure which highlight the importance
of timely eye care for infants and toddlers
and illustrate the signs of eye disease and
disorders in young children. In addition, a
copy of the brochure "Newborn to Early
Childhood" will be sent to more than 15,000
pediatricians and family physicians across
the state to make them aware of the program
and recommend techniques for vision and
eye health evaluation.

Several eye conditions, including
congenital glaucoma, congenital cataracts,
strabismus (crossed eyes), and amblyopia
(lazy eye), among others, require early
detection and ophthalmologic care to ensure
early, successful treatment. Because of
advances in medicine, ophthalmologists are
able to diagnose and treat eye disorders in
very young patients, in many cases
preventing children from a lifetime of serious
eye problems and even blindness.
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"Every child in America deserves to have
an eye exam by the age of five," said Elliot
Finkelstein, M.D., president of the American
Academy of Ophthalmology. "By making this
information available to parents, we can
ensure that all children will be brought into
the eye care delivery system at an early age.
This way we can help prevent vision loss."

State Representative Brian Bosma has
experienced eye disease firsthand with his
young son  Christopher.  "Thankfully,
Christopher was diagnosed early and quickly
treated. He now sees fully and is embracing
every aspect of life that a normal 6-year-old
would. We are examples of the success that
comes with early detection. But awareness
of eye disease and taking action for proper
treatment are the keys."

In order to ensure that potential eye
problems are discovered, representatives of
Prevent Blindness Indiana are training
volunteer  vision screeners, including
members of the Knights Templar, to conduct
vision screenings that will detect eye
diseases and disorders. These screenings
will take place at community centers across
the state and will be free to participants. For
more information about these screenings,
please call Prevent Blindness Indiana at
(317) 955-9580 or 1(800) 232-2551.

To supplement the targeted mailing
campaign, radio and TV public service
announcements will be distributed to media
outlets in Indiana and ultimately nationwide.
Information about the National Children's
Eye Care Project is also available on the
Internet at:
www.eyenet.org/brochure/visioncare.

The NCECP is a project of the Foundation
of the American Academy of Ophthalmology
in conjunction with the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation Inc.; Anderson Foundation;
Indiana Lions Eye Bank, Inc., National
Children's Eye Care Foundation; Prevent
Blindness Indiana,
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www.eyenet.org/brochure/visioncare.

Inc.; and Titmus Optical.

In addition to the NCECP, the Foundation
also offers two other public service projects
to heI1p people obtain eye care. GLAUCOMA
2001™" 1 (800) 391-EYES (3937), provides
information about glaucoma by assuring
qualified callers receive a referral to a local
volunteer  ophthalmologist. Financially
disadvantaged seniors, age 65 and older,
can call the National Eye Care Project® at 1
(800) 222-EYES (3937). Qualified callers
receive a comprehensive medical eye exam
from a local volunteer ophthalmologist.

At this time volunteers from William G.
Bray Commandery in Mooresville, Raper
Commandery in Indianapolis,
Connersville Commandery in

Connersville, and Angola Commandery in
Angola have received training. At an eye
screening in Brownsburg, Indiana, at the
town bicentennial celebration; twenty

children, aged four to six years, had their
eyes checked and one little girl was
identified as possibly having sight problems.

For more information about the
National Children's Eye Care Program or
the National Eye Care Project, please
contact Jill Hartle by phone at (415) 561-
8524 or e-mail: jhartle@aao.org

The American Academy of Ophthalmology
is the world's largest association of eye
physicians and surgeons with more than
22,000 members. The mission of the
Academy is to achieve accessible,
appropriate, and affordable eye care for the
public by serving the educational and
professional needs of ophthalmologists. For
more information visit the Academy's website
at www.eyenet.org

Pictured, left to right, are: Sir Knight Wiliam J. Jones, R.E. Deputy Grand Master; Dr. Eugene
Helveston; Judy OBannon; Sir Knight Irvin L. Bitting, E. Grand Generalissimo; Representative Brian
Bosma and son Christopher; John Pratt, Prevent Blindness Indiana; Sir Knight James W. Prairie, Past
Grand Commander, Indiana; and David Noonan of the American Academy of Ophthalmology.
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Comments from 1998 Pilgrim Ministers

I am writing this letter to try to express my gratitude to everyone who had a part in making
possible my visit to the Holy Land. The trip was an opportunity of a lifetime for me, and |
am still trying to digest it all.

Since my visit to Israel, the Scriptures have a new and deeper meaning for me. When | read
and study the Bible now, | am taken back to the places | have visited. | know that my future
ministry has been positively affected, as | will be able to share for the rest of my life the impact that
has been made by this trip.

I was privileged to meet a lot of interesting people, and | made many new friends. |
especially enjoyed meeting Mr. Fred Lesley. Fred was very gracious to us all, and he worked
very hard to make certain that our trip was enjoyable and enriching.

Words cannot express my gratitude to the Knights Templar for allowing me this experience.
May God richly bless you all.

Pastor Jim Brinkley
Rocky Face Baptist Church
Rocky Face, Georgia

The trip has been so valuable to me in my sermon preparation and delivery and in my
teaching here at the church. Many people have commented at the renewed energy with which
| speak since my return. We probably will be able to form our own church tour due to the
excitement of our people since hearing the reports and viewing the pictures of the Holy Land.
You were certainly correct in your estimate of how we will be affected by the Pilgrimage.
The Bible now takes on a new dimension - like reading in 3-D. Those images of the places we
visited constantly come to mind. New epiphanies are still happening for me as | realize once
and again the significance of certain places or events that we studied in Israel. This has been
one of the most consequential spiritual experiences of my life. And yes, Easter will certainly
never be the same - not after the visit to the Garden Tomb, the Via Dolorosa, etc. Every single
day my mind reflects on the Sea of Galilee, Old Jerusalem, the Dead Sea, and places in
between. | think | am about to drive my wife crazy with all the stories.
Every pastor - indeed every Christian - should have this opportunity. You have made
possible a lifetime's worth of inspiration!
David A. Moffitt
First Christian Church
Port Angeles, Washington

I want to thank the Knights Templar for being used by God to provide me with the
opportunity of a life