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Grand Master’s
Message

The greatest gift of the Christmas season is HOPE. While hope is with us all 
year, the re-telling of the greatest story ever told brings it front and center 
more than at any other time of the year.

Hope is always with us if we but look around. Its ever present companion, OPPOR-
TUNITY, accompanies it. One does not go without the other. We as Christians need 
to seek out those opportunities to be of service not only to our friends, family, and 
fraternity but to those who are less fortunate than ourselves. During these difficult 
financial times, opportunities to be of service appear all around us every day.

Templary, from its very founding has been geared toward service and helping our fel-
lowman. During the Christmas season we are more aware of this than at any other 
time during the year. Our challenge is to make a habit of seeking out those oppor-
tunities to be of service throughout the year. In doing so, we will provide hope for 
those less fortunate. In doing so, we will complete the circle, and perhaps begin an-
other round on the part of those who have received our service. For by giving them 
hope, they too will have the opportunity to be of service.

If we can do that one small thing during this Christmas season, perhaps we can start 
a process whereby the love of the Christmas season will permeate the whole world 
throughout the year and benefit us all. It is a lofty goal, but one worthy of all of us. 

On behalf of the officers of the Grand Encampment, I wish for each of you a most 
enjoyable holiday season. 

William H. Koon, II, GCT
Grand Master
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by
William D. Hartman, Chairman
Religious Activities Committee

of the
Grand Encampment

Prelate’s Chapel

T wenty-one centuries ago shepherds were out in the fields around 
Bethlehem “keeping watch over their flocks by night” when behold, 
an angel of the Lord appeared. They lifted up their eyes to behold 

the glory of God come into their lives announcing the birth of His Son, the 
Savior of the world. Then a host of angels appeared above them, singing the 
praises of God. And with excitement and joy they hurried to Bethlehem to 
behold the infant born to Mary. I am sure that there were shadows around 
the manger that night as they looked on Mary, Joseph, and the baby. After 
all, there were no overhead lights, no fluorescent tubing, only maybe a 
candle or two; lots of shadows.

But I’m also sure that no one noticed the shadow of a cross over the man-
ger that night. Not even the angels knew the plan of God on that starry night. 
They sang of a birth; no one thought of a death. Mary pondered many things 
throughout the next weeks, keeping them in her heart. Did she know, or even 
have an inkling about the destiny of this babe she held in her arms? Did Jo-
seph suspect? Did the wise men see something in their starry charts?

We know! We know that we cannot be too often reminded that we are 
born to die. St. Paul knew when he told us that we are conceived in sin, 
born in sin, and that the wages of sin is death. What a nonsensical circum-
ambulation! Birth, life, death – that’s it? Why bother?

But John also knew. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have ev-
erlasting life.” Yes, the wages of sin is death. But there is one who holds the 
keys to hell and death. And because he lives, we too can live. 

We celebrate the birth of Jesus, but somehow all the commercialism 
has wiped from our sight the reason for that birth. Not for toys and bau-
bles, but for life – life everlasting. The price of sin had to be paid. The pen-
alty had to be satisfied. No one here could do it. Only God holds the key 
to the darksome prison house of sin. Only the Lord of Life could conquer 
death. And so our Lord humbled himself to our flesh, lived thirty-three 
and a half years upon earth, suffered a painful and ignominious death for 
our redemption, arose triumphant from the grave on the third day, and as-
cended into heaven thus destroying death and restoring us to everlasting 
life. No, not just birth, life, and death – but also resurrection and ascen-
sion. This is the true gift of Christmas. This is true peace that passes all 
understanding which the world can neither give nor take away. Rejoice! 
The Savior of the world is born!
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Last January in the Grand Master’s message, I listed the goals and resolutions of 
the Grand Encampment officers. As promised, I’m pleased to make the following 
report:

•  We resolve to have YRIS (York Right Information System) fully implement-
ed with training for our Grand Recorders. By the time you read this article (keep 
in mind it is being written in mid-October), I have been assured that YRIS will be fully 
operational and in the hands of the Recorders of our Commanderies. Some training 
has already taken place, and more is on the way.

•  We resolve to have the Grand Chapter & Grand Council portions of YRIS 
operational and available. This entire process has been far more involved than 
we had imagined a year ago with the special intricacies of each of our York Rite 
Bodies. Even so, great progress has been made with regard to our Grand Chap-
ters and Grand Council programs. Special thanks go to Sir Knights Andy Lovas and 
Kevin Samples for their invaluable assistance. We are progressing and close to 
having full implementation.

•  We resolve to make further improvements to the editorial content of 
the Knight Templar magazine. The Knight Templar has far exceeded our wildest 
expectations in this past year. I think you will agree that we have come a long way 
in a very short amount of time. Special thanks to Sir Knights Sid Dorris, III, John 
Palmer, and our Editorial Review Board. They have made the Knight Templar the 
premier Masonic publication.

•  We resolve to have a 3 year and 6 year long range plan in place to be re-
ported on next January in this publication. The first long range planning meet-
ing of Grand Encampment will take place on February 22 & 23, 2010, a little behind 
our original schedule. We do have several very specific long range plans that are 
already in implementation, though we have not listed them. We intend to have an 
article in the Knight Templar listing our long range plans in the spring of 2010. 

• We resolve to expand department conferences to include all officers, admin-
istrative officers of a Grand Commandery, and interested Sir Knights. This has 
been an issue presented at our recent department conferences this fall, and we will 
continue to emphasize to our Grand Commandery officers the importance of at-
tendance and participation of ALL of their officers at department conferences. The 
feedback we’ve received on the effectiveness, content, and value of our conference 
content is most encouraging.

•  We resolve to identify and involve untapped talent in our membership. 
While this has been a project for this past year, it is a continuing one if we are to be 
successful. The recent appointments made to Grand Encampment Committees fol-
lowing the Triennial have been an attempt to involve promising talented Templars 

Grand Masters’ Report
2009 Goals and Resolutions



8 december 2009

in the process of leading our fraternity. You will definitely see a ‘younger’ group of 
committeemen and department commanders than in the past, because if we are to 
attract young men, we will do so by involving them in what we do. This is a process 
we need to develop at all levels of Templary.

One year ago we set lofty goals, well knowing that some would be met, others would 
need to be continued, but all the time realizing that without them we would not 
prosper. You alone will be the judge of our successes. It is our duty to report our 
progress, but the approval is yours alone.

Your Grand Encampment officers are pleased with much of our progress, realize 
more work needs to be done on other areas, and are up to the challenge! More is 
to come! Be sure and read the January Grand Master’s Message to see what the 
resolutions for 2010 will be!

    Fraternally,

PRELIMINARY EASTER - 2010
The 80th Annual Easter Sunrise Service, 
sponsored by the Grand Encampment of 
Knights Templar of the United States of 
America, will again be held on the steps 
of the George Washington Masonic Me-
morial, Alexandria, Virginia, on Sunday, 
April 4, 2010, and will begin at 8:00 AM.  
This service will complete a memorable 
weekend of events in our nation’s capital, 
including delegation dinners, tours, and 
Masonic fellowship. The Right Eminent 
Grand Prelate, Sir Knight Robert J. Cave, 
will conduct the Service.

HILTON ALEXANDRIA MARK 
CENTER

The headquarters hotel will again be the 
Hilton Alexandria Mark Center, 5000 
Seminary Road, Alexandria, Virginia, lo-
cated approximately four miles from the 
memorial. Our special Knights Templar 
rate will be $105.00 per room, based on 
double occupancy. Please make your 
reservations directly with the hotel by 
calling 703-845-1010 or 800-HILTONS; 
(mention Knights Templar).

MEALS
A meal package is available for $45.00 per 
person, which includes Saturday dinner 
and Sunday breakfast buffet.  Order your 
meal tickets from the Grand Encampment 
office.  Mail your check, payable to the 
Grand Encampment, to 5909 West Loop 
South, Suite 495, Bellaire, TX 77401-
2402.  Additional tickets may be ordered 
separately: Saturday dinner, $35.00; Sun-
day breakfast buffet, $20.00. Seating at 
the Saturday night dinner will be assigned 
on a first come first served basis. If you 
would like to be seated together please 
send in your payment as a group.
Note: The hotel and meal ticket cutoff 
date is March 1, 2010.  No tickets will 
be sold at the door.

GRAND COMMANDERS
AND THEIR LADIES

Grand Commanders and their ladies 
are invited to attend the Saturday din-
ner, courtesy of the Grand Encampment.  
Prior reservation is required with the 
Grand Encampment office.

OUR GRAND MASTER
The Grand Master of the Grand Encamp-
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ment of Knights Templar of the United 
States of America, Sir Knight William H. 
Koon, II, and his officers will greet ev-
eryone at the Sunday breakfast.

TOMB OF THE UNKNOWNS
On Saturday, April 3, 2010, at 10:15 
AM, the Grand Commandery of Indiana 
will lay a wreath at the Tomb of the Un-
knowns at Arlington National Cemetery 
honoring their members who fell in com-
bat as members of the Armed Forces of 
the United States of America.  Addition-
ally, the Grand Commandery of Georgia 
will lay a wreath at 11:15 AM. Everyone 
is invited to attend these events.  Buses 
will leave the Hilton Alexandria Mark 
Center for Arlington National Cemetery 
at 8:45 AM.  Buses will unload at the 
visitors’ center for the short walk to the 
Tomb of the Unknowns.  Trams will be 
available for those unable to walk to the 
Tomb. Buses will leave from the visitors’ 
center, to return to the hotel, following 
the Georgia ceremony.

EASTER MORNING PROGRAM
A breakfast buffet will be served begin-
ning at 6:00 AM at the Hilton Alexandria 
Mark Center on Easter morning.  Buses 
will be available to leave at 6:30 AM to 
take the Sir Knights and their ladies to 
the George Washington Masonic Memo-
rial for the Sunrise Service.  The buses 
will return to the hotel after the service at 
about 9:30 AM.

PARADE INFORMATION
The parade will form on the lane lead-
ing up the hill.  Delegations will form 
according to their entry into the Grand 
Encampment, senior to junior, and mark-
ers for each will be in place.  As in past 
years, the Maryland delegation in their 
black plumes will appear before the for-
mal parade with drummers and form a 
passion cross in the stands.  The Grand 

Commandery of Maryland would also 
like to invite any Sir Knights who wear 
the black plume to join them in the for-
mation of the Cross.  
The parade will step off at 7:40 AM, pro-
ceed up the hill, render “Eyes Right” on 
passing the Grand Master and his staff, 
and then proceed into seats as directed. 
Colors will “Right Flank” at the podium 
and “Column Left” and “Column Right” 
and post the colors as directed.  Parking 
for cars and buses is available at the top 
of the hill next to the Memorial.  How-
ever, no vehicles will be permitted up the 
roadway after 7:30 AM.

OTHER DETAILS
Delegations desiring to make any special 
group arrangements should call the Hilton 
Alexandria Mark Center.  Delegations stay-
ing at other locations must provide their 
own transportation.
Recognition is made to the Grand Com-
mandery having the most Sir Knights in uni-
form in the parade and to the Grand Com-
mandery having the highest percentage of 
its members in uniform in the parade.
Reservations must be made for rooms, 
meals, and any other activities by 
March 1, 2010.
GRAND COMMANDERS ARE RE-
QUESTED TO APPOINT A DELEGA-
TION CHAIRMAN AND NOTIFY 
GRAND RECORDER, SIR KNIGHT 
LAWRENCE E. TUCKER, 5909 WEST 
LOOP SOUTH, SUITE 495, BELLAIRE, 
TX 77401-2402; TELEPHONE NO: OF-
FICE: (713) 349-8700; FAX: (713) 349-
8710, E-MAIL: john@gektusa.org in 
order to receive information concerning 
this event and to facilitate adequate plan-
ning!
Your Grand Encampment Officers are 
looking forward to greeting you in Alex-
andria next April!
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A Chat With The Managing Editor

Y our response to our last, year-long series of articles about the Chinon Parch-
ment was overwhelmingly positive, so this month we begin another series. 
I met Dr. David Harrison at the International Conference on the History of 

Freemasonry in Edinburgh last spring. He has done a good deal of research about the 
three degrees of symbolic Freemasonry, and I asked him if he would share some of 
his work with us. We will also be reviewing his book, The Genesis of Freemasonry, at 
some point in the Knights at the Bookshelf section. Like the last series, this material 
will take several months to publish so it will be spread monthly during the next year. 
Be sure to let us know if this sort of thing continues to interest you as I am currently 
pursuing some additional series of interest to Templars.

This year, I have had the opportunity to deal each day with the finest Christian 
gentlemen on the face of the earth. I have found that working with you Sir Knights 
has been a pure delight, and I hope that I will be allowed to continue to do so for 
some time to come. We are looking forward to great things for Templary next year.

Glenda and I (and Precious, the assistant editor) wish for you a blessed Christmas 
season and the most wonderful year 2010.

Merry Christmas! John L. Palmer
Managing Editor
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Brother Palmer;

I just received the latest issue of 
Knight Templar last night and read it 
front to back in one evening. I felt com-
pelled to drop you a line to say what a 
good job you are doing. I am enjoying 
the articles very much, and I keep an is-
sue or two in my car most of the time 
to have handy for “wait times” – wait-
ing to get my annual physical, Dentist’s 
office, waiting for my wife to meet me 
somewhere, etc. Reading your magazine 
is like having a conversation with a well-
informed brother. Even when I have read 
an article previously, I often find things 
of interest I didn’t notice the first time. I 
think printing in color is a very welcome 
enhancement, and I don’t find the ads a 
distraction at all, quite the contrary. 

I have been a York Rite Mason, as well as 
Scottish Rite, for well over thirty years and 
only just in the last few years have been 
building a list of vendors on the internet 
from whom my brothers and I can get differ-
ent Masonic items. Most new Masons don’t 
have a clue where to get a ring or lapel pin. 
Jewelers don’t carry Masonic merchandise 
like in years past, and you sure can’t bop 
down to the mall and find anything except 
possibly between Thanksgiving and New 
Years. I think you are performing a service to 
the brothers by having the ads, to say noth-
ing of helping cover the magazine produc-
tion costs. Whoever suggested running ads 
in the magazine should be congratulated.

Keep up the good work.

Respectfully and Fraternally
Tom Lewis, Jr 32° KT

As long as you guys keep buying their 
merchandise, I hope they will keep pay-
ing for the color in the magazine.

   The Ed.

Letters to the Editor
Mr. Palmer;

I was reading the Knight Templar maga-
zine June 2009, and on page 10 you com-
mented on seeing a connection between 
the Knights Templar and the Shroud of Tu-
rin. You are right. Read the book The Second 
Messiah by Christopher Knight and Robert 
Lomas, and you will be totally convinced by 
the facts. I could tell you, but I would ruin the 
truth contained in an outstanding book by 
two English Freemasons. You will know the 
truth of whose face appears on the Shroud 
of Turin by the book’s ending page.

On page 11, there is a letter dealing with 
Roman Catholicism and Freemasonry.  I 
have enclosed six pages photocopied from a 
book I had read before I joined Freemasonry. 
Basically, a Catholic can join Freemasonry 
so long as the Masonic group does not pro-
mote mercenary activity against the Catho-
lic Church. I hope I have helped in our search 
for truth and light in Freemasonry.

Sincerely,
Michael E. Zanella

Michael, 

I read The Second Messiah shortly after 
it was published, but I am still not convinced 
of their theory.  Those guys write very enter-
taining books, and I think I have every one 
of them, but I struggle with their logic when 
they set about to prove something.  I’ll try 
to do some more research in this area.  I un-
derstand that the shroud will be on display 
again next year.  Maybe I’ll go over there and 
take a look for myself.

   The Ed.

Michael sent me pages 244-253 of The 
Brotherhood by Stephen Knight in support of 
his comment on the Catholic Church.
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Editor Sir Knight John Palmer, 

After reading Sir Knight Jay T. King’s 
article in the April 2009 Knight Templar 
magazine I feel compelled to respond. 
In his article he seems to portray him-
self as one of the few who is able be a 
defender of the faith.  First, let me say 
there is little room for us to judge one 
another, and it is questionable that the 
heavy handed approach this article took 
reflects the message Jesus was teaching. 
To love wastefully and care greatly for all 
mankind would likely be a more accurate 
reflection of His message.  With respect 
to the judgment issue, I personally, have 
always thought that I should leave the 
judgment task to the Almightily.  

There was a time early in the Chris-
tian story when it was believed that God 
lived just above the firmament [in the 
sky] then along came Copernicus and 
Galileo, and they put that “noble truth” 
to rest. There are untold examples of 
how religious belief paradigms have giv-
en away to scientific discovery, yet many 
in orthodox Christianity have held on to 
those beliefs to the point of ridiculous-
ness. This, in my opinion, is why people 
are moving away from religion, and our 
society is becoming more and more 
secular.   The idea of heaven and hell is 
another example of a destructive reli-
gious dogma. This dogma has moved the 
Christian story of hope and love, to one 
of guilt, and is a profoundly destructive 
device which over hundreds of years has 
been used to control the believers.  

The story of Jesus being raised up is 
another story that provided deep mean-
ing to the profound teachings of the 
Christ story 2000 years ago, however in 
today’s world, because of current under-
standings in science [which 2000 years 

ago they did not have], this is not believ-
able as a literal event, but if one looks 
at that same story within an allegorical 
framework, the Christ story is as pro-
found today as it was at the time it was 
first told.

If change in the understanding of the 
Christ story is blasphemous in Sir Jay 
mind, then perhaps I, like many others 
who as Sir Jay writes are not conducting 
a war against anyone who does not see 
it in the light of the literalist interpreta-
tion of scripture, are not deserving of 
being a Templar.  As a Templar, I defend 
Sir Jay’s right to enjoy the freedom of his 
own personal faith.  But for the many 
others, I suggest respectfully the same 
be allowed.  As each person walks his 
or her path towards God, they too will 
find meaning for their being. The great-
est of all Jesus teachings: love one an-
other [love lavishly and wastefully with-
out ceasing] should be foremost in our 
thoughts as we walk that path and when 
we find ourselves looking at the other 
person and thinking [or saying out loud] 
un-loving thoughts, remember another 
of Jesus’ teaching – let he who is guilt 
free throw the first stone.

We suspect, since we are all God’s 
children, and since he is a loving and for-
giving God, we will all likely end up in the 
same place.   See you there one day. 

Sir Knight Dr. Ronald O. Williams  

I can’t help but give my two cents 
worth on this one.  Although I respect 
your right to an opinion, without the 
ressurrection of Christ, there is, in my 
opinion, no Christian faith. I certainly 
hope for your sake that your last para-
graph is true.

   The Ed.
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Meet Our New Department Commanders
SIR KNIGHT TERRY L. PLEMONS 

RIGHT EMINENT SOUTHEAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 2009 – 2011

Terry L. Plemons was born in 1963 in Rome, Georgia 
the son of Lewis and Glenda (Tierce) Plemons and 
was educated in the public schools of Floyd County 
GA. He is employed by McKee Foods Corporation 
(Little Debbie Snack Cakes) in the marketing and 
sales department. Sir Knight Plemons was married 
to Karen Lynn Wade in 1987, and they have been 
blessed with two wonderful children; Mary Elizabeth 
19 and Samuel Lewis 16. He is a member of Oakwood 
Baptist Church where he has served as deacon, Sun-
day School teacher, and committeeman. 

Brother Plemons was raised in Harrison Lodge No. 
114 F. & A.M. in 1993, received a proficiency card 
one month after being raised and in 1996 affiliated 
with Chattanooga Lodge No. 199 F. & A.M. where 
he is Past Master and Secretary. He has served as 
Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, 
Grand Representative to the Grand Lodge of Georgia, County Co-Chairman, the Ap-
peals and Grievances Committee, and the Masonic Board of Relief. 

Companion Plemons is a Past High Priest and Secretary of John Bailey Nicklin Chap-
ter No. 49 R.A.M., a President of the Tennessee Council of Anointed High Priests, Grand 
Chaplain, chairman of the committee on Royal Arch Research Assistance, chairman of the 
committee on ritual, and is a holder of the General Grand Chapter Distinguished Service 
Medal. He is Past Illustrious Master and Recorder of Mount Moriah Council No. 95 C.M. 

Sir Knight Plemons is a Past Commander and Recorder of Lookout Commandery No. 14 K.T., 
has received the Knight Templar of the Year Award from Lookout Commandery No. 14, the 
Knight Crusader of the Cross, and is a member of the Knight Commander’s Asylum No. 2. 
He served as Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Tennessee in 
2003 and is currently serving as District Instructor and Chairman of the Knights Templar Edu-
cation Committee. He received the Grand Commanders award in Georgia in 2004 & 2007. In 
the Grand Encampment, he has been honored with the Knight Commander of the Temple 
Award, has served as Aide de Camp to the Grand Captain General and Grand Generalissimo, 
and served as the Chairman of the Public Relations Committee during the 64th Triennial. 

Brother Plemons is a member of the Valley of Chattanooga Scottish Rite Bodies, currently 
serves as Commander of Kadosh, is degree master for the 14th Degree, is chairman of the 
valley’s educational program, received the KCCH in 1997, and was coroneted a 33° in 2003.

He is Chief Adept of Tennessee College Masonic S.R.I.C.F., Holy Manger Tabernacle 
Holy Royal Arch Knights Templar Priests and a Past Governor and Secretary Cherokee 
of York Rite College No. 152 and has received the Order of the Purple Cross, the Distin-
guished Service Award, and the Athelstan Medal.

He is Herald of Tennessee Priory No. 15 KYCH, Past Excellent Chief of Gaelic Council No. 
60 Knight Masons, Past Sovereign of Tennessee Council No. 341 AMD, and Secretary of 
Verbum In Terra Council No. 438. He is also a Past Sovereign of Saint Gregory’s Conclave 
Red Cross of Constantine.
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Grand Encampment
 Membership Awards

744 James B. Bartley 
Piedmont Commandery No. 26

Manassas, VA 27-Aug-2009

745 Jeffrey Lynn Wright  
Houston Commandery No. 95  

Cleveland, TX 16-Sep-2009

746 William Paul Wilson  
Damascus Commandery No. 8

Pine Bluff, AR 16-Sep-2009

747 Donald M. Wertman  
Ivanhoe Commandery No. 4
Lakewood, WA 28-Sep-2009

748 Amos Glen Welborn 
Cyrene Commandery No. 10
Birmingham, AL  5-Oct-2009

Harley Lloyd Hogstrom
Wisconsin
Grand Commander 1983
Born: January 31, 1920
Died: January 7, 2009

Henry G. Law 
Delaware
Grand Commander 1991
Born: September 3, 1940
Died: September 19, 2009

L. Richard Duross
Maine
Grand Commander 2002
Born: June 3, 1932
Died: August 2, 2009
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Greetings Sir Knights,

Merry Christmas. As we celebrate the miracle of the birth of Jesus Christ this season 
please remember those less fortunate than ourselves. One way of expressing thanks 
for the many blessings that have been bestowed upon each of us is by making a 
timely contribution to the Knights Templar Eye Foundation. 

Last year the Foundation increased the Pediatric Ophthalmology Grant Award from 
$20,000 to $40,000. In fact, in just the last three years, the Foundation has expended 
$1.6 million on pediatric ophthalmology research. Since 1984 the Foundation has 
awarded over $10 million in research grants. The goals of research grants are to 
support new ideas that lead to scientific discoveries to reduce childhood blindness 
world-wide, support young investigators at United States universities, and support 
basic and clinical research on eye diseases that affect children. The Knights Templar 
Eye Foundation is having a tremendous “domino” effect on ophthalmology research 
in the United States by providing the first step for academic careers in the United 
States and an academic pipeline for research activities. Your support furthers this 
effort. Research breakthroughs today will enable many individuals to lead happy and 
productive lives in the future.

December is also the time of year for year-end tax planning. If you are in a position to 
do so, now may be an excellent time to make a significant contribution to the Knights 
Templar Eye Foundation. Not only will you further the work of the foundation, but you 
may be able to reduce the amount of taxes you owe next April. Keep in mind there are 
many ways to contribute to the Foundation. In addition to cash and securities, gifts from 
retirement plans and gifts of life insurance, as well as bequests by will, may be options. 
Be sure to check with your tax advisor to determine which option may be the most ad-
vantageous for you. Remember that a contribution in the amount of $100 will entitle you 
to membership in the Grand Commander’s Club, and once contributions reach a total of 
$1000 you will be entitled to membership in the Grand Master’s Club.

A message from

 Jeffrey N. Nelson KCT, PDC
General Chairman 

of the

 42nd  Annual Campaign 

Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.
1000 East State Parkway, Suite I

Schaumburg, IL 60173
Phone (847) 490-3838

Fax (847) 490-3777
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NEW CONTRIBUTORS TO THE KTEF CLUBS
Grand Master’s Club

No. 5,533 B. RALPH GENTRY (OH) No. 5,534 EDWIN M. LINDKE (TX)
No. 5,535 CLARENCE H. WYATT, JR. (WV) No. 5,536 PAUL JOSEPH HARRIS (WV)
No. 5,537 CHARLES R. WITT (WV) No. 5,538 CHARLES F. HOOD, JR. (TX)
No. 5,539 RICHARD A. SCARLOTT (DE) No. 5,540 BRYCE B. HILDRETH (IA)
No. 5,541 MICHAEL A. MOXLEY (IN) No. 5,542 GARY R. WALLACE (TX)
No. 5,543 ALLEN E. FINE (OH) No. 5,544 MELVIN LLOYD EASTERDAY (MI)
No. 5,545 ALLAN R. KORN (PA)

Grand Commander’s Club

No. 102,959 NIKOLAUS FEHRENBACH (TX) No. 102,960 JONATHAN HORVATH (IL)
No. 102,961 CLAUDE A. NORTON, JR. (VA) No. 102,962 ANGEL ARIEL RODRIGUEZ (PR)
No. 102,963 CHESTER W. SETSER (MO) No. 102,964 PAUL A. DAUGHERTY (IA)
No. 102,965 PATRICK A. CURTIS (MD) No. 102,966 WALTER R. WHITEHEAD (LA)
No. 102,967 MORGAN NELSON (NM) No. 102,968 THOMAS A. PUDELEK (MI)
No. 102,969 ANDRE A. G. BASSOU (Germany) No. 102,970 GARY R. WALLACE (TX)
No. 102,971 SCOTT A. HORSTMEIER (OH) No. 102,972 EDWIN M. LINDKE (TX)
No. 102,973 A. B. RUFF, JR. (TX) 

How to Join the Grand Commander’s or the Grand Master’s Clubs

Any individual may send a check in the amount of $100 or more specified for 
the purpose of beginning a Grand Commander’s Club membership and made 
payable to the Knights Templar Eye Foundation. This initial contribution will be-
gin your Grand Commander’s Club membership. In addition, members of the 
Grand Commander’s Club pledge to make annual contributions of $100 or more.  
Once contributions total $1,000, the individual is enrolled in the Grand Master’s 
Club. Membership is open to individuals only, and Commandery credit is given 
for participation. Information is available from: Knights Templar Eye Foundation, 
Inc.; 1000 E. State Parkway, Suite I; Schaumburg, Illinois 60173-2460. The phone 
number is: (847) 490-3838. The fax number is (847) 490-3777.

Again, I would like to thank all those who have supported the Eye Foundation this 
past year. THANK YOU!

Sir Knights, PLEASE BE GENEROUS.
Jeffrey N. Nelson KCT, PDC
Chairman
42nd Annual Campaign
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g For Sale: GRAND COMMANDERY 
OF CALIFORNIA SESQUICENTIAL COINS 
$15.00 PPD.  ALL PROFITS TO KT EYE 
FOUNDATION. MAKE CHECK TO: 
Charles R. Waterman Jr., 731 Scottsdale 
Drive, Vacaville, CA 95687.

  Knight   Voices
Please visit the classified section of our 
website.  These and other listings can 
be found on the Grand Encampment 
web site at:

http://knightstemplar.org/knightvoices/

Items for this section may be submit-
ted by e-mail to ktmagazine@comcast.
net. Items sent by mail will no longer 
be accepted.

g Wanted: Always buying and trading 
for old law enforcement items. Badges, 
patches, call boxes, sirens, and other 
police equipment particularly with Ma-
sonic motif. Lawrence Baird P.M. PO 
BOX 1459 MORENO VALLEY, CA 92556.

g For Sale: Montana Commandery is of-
fering this 2' by 1' York Rite magnetic sign 
for the price of 2 for $75 with all proceeds 
going to our Holy Land Pilgrimage Fund.   
Send check to Grand Commander at 2110 
Wingate Lane Billings, MT 59102, order 
by phone at (406) 671-0142, or email at 
jimabiff@bresnan.net .  It takes about a 
week to ten days to get them done.

g Wanted To Buy: Oklahoma Sir Knight 
is collecting “Lionel Trains”. Please look 
in your attic or your storage closet and 
call or write John Alexander, 7617 E. 66th 
Street, Tulsa, Oklahoma 74133-1802, 
Phone 1-918-252-4981. I will answer all 
inquires. Thank You.

g Wanted To Buy: Daggers, swords 
and any other military items – U.S., 
German, or others. American Flyer, Lio-
nel, or Marx trains or train sets (in any 
condition). Civil War articles including 
money, stamps (Confederate or Union), 
and pre-1924 US stamps, German, or 
German (Axis) WW II stamps. Retired 
Sir Knight Tim Rickheim, 14761 Tunnic-
liffe Road, Petersburg, MI. 49270-9716/ 
email: vonRueckheim@hotmail.com or 
call collect (734)854-3021 – I will an-
swer ALL inquires–THANK YOU !!

THE GREATEST AMERICAN by Sir Knight 
Dale Greenwell is a larger than 9x12 inches, 
highest quality, and gold and green cover 
and jacket.  The story of 
WWII Africa and Europe.  
Photos from General 
Omar Bradley’s person-
al collection.   $39.95 in-
cludes S&H and, $7.00 
to KTEF.  This special 
only from author. Send 
order to Dale Greenwell 
P. O. Box 426, Biloxi, MS 
39533. Proceeds to the Knights Templar 
Eye Foundation.
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General Supplement
The space on these two pages is provided by the Knight Templar maga-
zine to be used by the Grand Commanderies to communicate with the in-
dividual Sir Knights in their jurisdictions on a monthly basis.  From time 
to time and for various reasons, we fail to receive any material from the 
editor of the state supplement for a given month.  When this happens, 
we take the opportunity to offer you the information below. – The Ed.
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The photo on the left is of an old painting of Madonna and Child and is copy-
righted by Iv. The photo above is of one of the streets of old Jerusalem and is 
copyrighted by Mikhail Levit.
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g For Sale: Manchester Commandery 
No. 40 of Manchester, Tennessee is 
pleased to announce that we are con-
tinuing our fundraiser for the Knights 
Templar Eye Foundation and have 
added a beautiful new “INRI Pin” and 

“Table Pin” to our selection of unique 
lapel pins! In the past six years of pin 
sales, donations to the campaign have 
exceeded the $36,000 mark! We would 
like to thank those who have purchased 
these pins and encourage you to check 
out the new pins we have available. The 
entire collection, along with 3 York Rite 
Pins, can also be viewed in color at www.
yorkriteusa.org . They are available for 
$6.50 each or any 9 (nine) pins for $45, 
shipping included. 100% of all profits 
go to the Knights Templar Eye Foun-
dation. Make check or money order in 
American funds payable to Manchester 
Commandery No. 40. Send to Garry L. 
Carter, Recorder; 530 Winchester Hwy.; 
Hillsboro, TN 37342. Thanks again for 
your continued support.

g For Sale: The Grand Commandery of 
Utah is selling its Centennial coins for 
$15.00, postage paid, and all profits for 
the sale will be donated to the Knights 
Templar Eye Foundation. Make checks 
payable and send to: Charles Sipes, 225 
North 200 East, Price Utah 84501

Subscriptions to the Knight Templar 
magazine are available from the Grand 
Encampment office at a rate of $15.00 
per year. Individual issues in quantities 
of less than 10 can be obtained for $1.50 
each from the office of the managing ed-
itor if available. Inquire via e-mail to the 
managing editor for quantities in excess 
of 10. Some past issues are archived on 
our web site.
http://www.knightstemplar.org.
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CRYPTIC PUZZLE 
by Loki

Solution in Next Month’s Issue

DOWN
1. Disrobes and runs away (5,3)
3. Tear for a final inscription (3)
4. Temple gates is after donuts (6)
5. Tahitian skirt seems normal to 

European Union (5)
6. Blushing? Discombobulated? Try it, 

son! (4,4)
9. Planets for back row of Mormons 

(6)
12. Purchase your pub (or not) drunk-

enly (3,2)
16. Numbered cube is even admired (3)

ACROSS

2. Teddy Roosevelt expected Eleanor 
to oversee proposed Senate lead-
ers in the highest branches (8)

7. Fan of a fiction without the first 
fuss (10)

8. Eject southern seats from the 
church (4)

10. A righteous Templar leads the Craft 
(3)

11. Decorating Masonic brother in 
downy duck-y (10)

13. Nickname derived from rowdy 
squire bout (10)

14 & 17. I say, it’s the base cause of 
Templarism (3,10)

15. Dirt, a cola (4)
18. Letters from Apostles with different 

vowels (8)

We produce custom Commemorative Coins, 
Lapel Pins Coffee Mugs, Pens, Pencils, Ornaments, 
Belt Buckles, Key Chains and much, much more, 
at affordable low prices.  Our products are 
custom imprinted to your specifications in 
minimum quantities as low as 100 pieces.  Let us 
help you promote Freemasonry in style with 
custom Masonic Promotional Products from CNF 
Interactive.  Mention this ad and receive a free 
Masonic gift with your order.                       .

Custom Coins, 
 Lapel Pins and Much More

Is Your Official Masonic Promotional 
Products Supplier

Contact Brother Frank Looser today
for your FREE quote

frank@cnfinteractive.com
www.cnfinteractive.com 

809 Cobble Cove, Nashville,  TN 37211
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The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States of America 
presents the recipients of the Knights Templar Cross of Honor for the year 2009. 
These distinguished Sir Knights have demonstrated meritorious service and have 
been rewarded for it. The Constitution and Statutes of the Grand Encampment 
state that the Knights Templar Cross of Honor “shall be awarded only for excep-
tional and meritorious service rendered to the order far beyond the call of duty and 
beyond the service usually expected of an officer or member.” 

This year the Grand Commanderies have selected only fifty-five Sir Knights to 
receive the coveted Cross of Honor. 

ALABAMA
James Cleveland McGee

Florence No. 39

ALASKA
Dale Stephen Cain
Anchorage No. 2

ARIZONA
 Darius Gay McClintock

Apache No. 16 

ARKANSAS
Kevin Louis Hatfield  

St. John’s No. 36

CALIFORNIA
James Gordon Baum 
High Desert No.  79

COLORADO
Jack A. Harlan

St. Bernard No. 41

CONNECTICUT 
Richard A. Eppler

St. Elmo No. 9

DELAWARE
A. Tony Maxwell
St. John’s No. 1

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Louis Neves Abreu, IV

Potomac No. 3 

FLORIDA
Drexel P. Caldwell 

Coeur de Lion No. 1

GEORGIA
John Thow Holt 

Atlanta No. 9

IDAHO
Kent R. McCandless

Idaho Falls No. 6

ILLINOIS
David Scott Cox

Beauseant No. 86

INDIANA
E. Stanton Davis 

Greenfield No. 39

IOWA
Gregory Lee Andersen

St. Aldemar  No. 30

KANSAS
Rex L. Bowen 

Esdraelon No. 49

KENTUCKY
James Clifford Reichert 

Louisville-DeMolay No. 12 

LOUISIANA
Samuel L. Montgomery, Jr.

Indivisible Friends No. 1

MAINE
Edwin Blair Rogers 
Blanquefort No. 13

MARYLAND
Harold E. Emmons

Jacques DeMolay No. 4

MASSACHUSETTS/RHODE  ISLAND
Robert Carlton Hill 

Boston No. 16

MICHIGAN
Paul Clifford Howell 
Ann Arbor No. 13

MINNESOTA
James S. McNeely, IV

Cyrene No. 9

MISSISSIPPI
Charles Edward Huckaby 

St. Cyr No. 6

K n i g h t s  Te m p l a r  C ro s s  o f  H o n o r
Te m p l a r y ’s  H i g h e s t  Aw a r d
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MISSOURI 
Fred Florenz Stuecken

Tancred No. 25

MONTANA
Brian Jay Murphy 

St. Johns No. 2

NEBRASKA
Donald L. Grazier 
Mt. Calvary No. 1

NEVADA
William Lamas Walters 

Malta No. 3

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Thomas A. Ladd

North Star St. Gerard

NEW JERSEY
Jeffrey R. Chan

Hugh de Paynes No. 1

NEW MEXICO
Dickie W. Winchester 

Rio Hondo No. 6

NEW YORK
Richard E. Eades

Rome No. 45

NORTH CAROLINA
Wallace Frederick Scott

Goldsboro No. 26

NORTH DAKOTA
Fred G. Stewart 

St. Aldemar No. 3

OHIO
David W. Slusher 

Miami No. 22

Roy Keith O’Dell 
Highland No. 31 

Douglas E. Smith
Sidney No. 46

OKLAHOMA
Matthew Dean McGee 

Ben Hur No. 14

OREGON
Robert Eugene Worthington 

Washington No. 15

PENNSYLVANIA
Bernard Stephen Golubiewski 

Dieu Le Veut No. 45

PORTUGAL 
Daniell Ribeiro (2007)

Portugal No. 7

Manuel Cabido Mota (2008)
Henry the Navigator No. 7

ROMANIA
Ionel Ciuvlea

SOUTH CAROLINA
Jerry Lee Duncan

Easley No. 21

SOUTH DAKOTA
Stan Schwellenbach 
Capital City No. 21 

TENNESSEE
Bobby Gene Pollard 

Athens No. 34 

TEXAS
Dumont Doye Sudduth

Ascension No. 25

Walter J. Hott 
Tancred No. 82

UTAH
Dean D. Rein 
Malta No. 3

VERMONT
Robert H. Landon

Killington No. 6

VIRGINIA 
Danny Lee Bowman 
Clinch Valley No. 20

WASHINGTON 
Alfred Loscoe Taylor 

Temple No. 5

WEST VIRGINIA 
Larry Dean Brown

St. John’s No. 8

WISCONSIN 
Joseph Balint
Galilee No. 30

WYOMING 
Donald C. Gose

St. Graal No. 
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ALABAMAALABAMA ALASKA ARIZONA

DIST. OF COL. FLORIDA GEORGIA IDAHO

DELEWARECONNECTICUTCOLORADO

ARKANSAS

CALIFORNIA

Littleton F. “Buck” BuxtonOwen E. Gore J. Michael Atchley 

Donald S. ThoenM. George Folendore, Jr.Ideal F. Baldoni, IIPaul Newhall

Charles T. HartBruce R. BellmoreSteven L. HubbardWilliam D. Robertson

Burt F. Lee

Saluting 
Our Grand Commanders

Congratulations are extended from our Most Eminent Grand Master, William How-
ard Koon, II and the grand officers of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar, 
U.S.A., to the newly elected Grand Commanders of the Grand Commanderies under 
their jurisdiction. As a part of this salute to their dedication and tireless service to 
Templary, Knight Templar magazine is printing the names and the available pictures of 
the Sir Knights who will serve as Grand Commanders for the current Templar year.

The Grand Commanders, whose pictures appear on these pages, will be the 
guiding hands on the tiller of the ship of Templary, navigating their vessel faithfully 
through the uncharted waters ahead.
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NEW JERSEY NEW MEXICO NEW YORK

NEVADANEBRASKAMONTANAMISSOURI

MISSISSIPPIMINNESOTAMICHIGAN

MARYLANDMAINELOUISIANAKENTUCKY

MASS./RI.

KANSASIOWAINDIANAILLINOIS

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Ronnie E. Green

Christos Popodopolis Walter M. Zierman William J. BerenbroickRobert D. Steel

Ted P. BendureMervin W. TitchenJames C. Green

Alfred E. LightseyHugh C. Swift, Jr.William P. Herlihy

Thomas G.HeimillerRene D. DoironEarl J. “Mickey” Durand

Ronald E. FarthingBryce B. HildrethLarry W. Brown

Thomas Robert Dawson

Arius Holbrook, Jr. 

Joseph W. Lucas
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WISCONSINWEST VIRGINIAWASHINGTONVIRGINIA

VERMONTUTAHTEXASTENNESSEE

SOUTH DAKOTASOUTH CAROLINAOREGON PENNSYLVANIA

OKLAHOMAOHIONORTH DAKOTANORTH CAROLINA

WYOMING

Robert W. Waldron Dock F. Dixon Brian J. Hastings David H. Bartlett

Douglas McFarlandHorace Haywood FowlerJohn W. HawkGarrett K. Cooke

Lewis “Lew” HullumS. Thomas Ramsay John B. BridewellJohn M. Walston, Jr.

Wayne L. Roberts Gene Ray Baker Leland L. BurlisonMark W. Underwood

David “Tom” Smith

ROMANIA ITALY PORTUGAL

MEXICO THE PHILIPPINES

Stefan Masu Emilio Attinà José João M. Cardoso

Octavio Casamadrid Mata Magdaleno B. Dimaranan

Grand Commanders Abroad

Dan
Stamp
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The Masonic Enlightenment 
Desaguliers and the Birth of Modern Freemasonry

by
Dr. David Harrison

London in the early eighteenth 
century was laced with a network 
of social and political clubs and 

societies meeting at coffee houses, chop 
houses, and taverns under the shadow 
of St. Paul’s Cathedral. This was an excit-
ing period, and these spaces hummed 
with discussions of the political philoso-
phy of Locke, potential money making 
projects, and the experimental natural 
philosophy of Newton. These estab-
lishments provided, in effect, a kind 
of free club where gentlemen and not 
so refined men could find like-minded 
company, read the latest pamphlets, 
conduct business affairs, and aspire to 
some serious networking. The most im-
portant and fashionable of the societies 
which met in these establishments was 
Freemasonry. Its reorganization in 1717 
and subsequent modernization created 
a larger national matrix of patronization 
under the new Grand Lodge. Politics, de-
spite the law of neutrality within a lodge, 
still became an issue for Freemasons 
during this time. More obviously, the 
centralized control of Freemasonry as a 
secret society became vitally important 
during this sensitive political period.

The Search for Lost Knowledge 
and the Revision of Ritual

By giving Freemasonry an organized 
context centered in London, lodges 
throughout the country could be brought 
into line. This focus was underlined in 
1723 when the new Constitutions of 

Freemasons was published to standard-
ize the rules and regulations of the mod-
ernized society. This was seen as the cul-
mination of a rejuvenation of the Craft, 
and was brought to fruition by the vigor 
of the Reverend Dr. James Anderson and 
the Reverend Dr. Jean Theophilus De-
saguliers, two Protestant ministers who 
were staunch Whig supporters. However, 
Freemasonry was still undergoing a tran-
sitional phase, and by 1738 the Constitu-
tions needed to be updated as the Craft 
developed. A Grand Lodge meeting fi-
nally approved this new edition with the 
addition of a new regulation1 and met 
at the infamous Devil Tavern in January 
1738. Here both Anderson and Desagu-
liers carefully directed the proceedings 
and successfully introduced the new 
procedures.2 The regulation change indi-
cated that Freemasonry was still in flux, 
even at this late stage, and hints at the 
deeper changes which had taken place 
in the ritual.

The 1723 edition of the Constitutions 
had also stated that the charges were “for 
the use of the Lodges in London”, but it 
is apparent that Desaguliers had Masonic 
interests further a field. He had attended 
the Lodge of Edinburgh in St. Mary’s Cha-
pel while visiting Scotland in 1721, and 
a few years later in 1723, a copy of An-
derson’s Constitutions was presented to 
the Lodge of Dunblane. By 1725, lodges 
in Chester, Bath, Bristol, Norwich, Chich-
ester, Reading, Gosport, Warwick, and 
Carmarthen had all come under the sway 
of the new “Premier” Grand Lodge. By 
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1735, the new Grand Lodge published its 
List of Regular Lodges which counted 134 
lodges in all, including lodges as far away 
as India, Boston, and a number of lodges 
in France.3 Visits to Grand Lodge meet-
ings from other provinces also became a 
regular occurrence such as in 1733 when 
the Provincial Grand Master from South 
Wales visited a Grand Lodge gathering at 
the Devil Tavern in London. It is clear that 
the Grand Lodge quickly spread its influ-
ence with the changes in the ritual simul-
taneously being absorbed.

These ritual changes date to the early 
1720’s and occur after Desaguliers visited 
the Lodge of Edinburgh that met at St. 
Mary’s Chapel. It has been discussed by 
many Masonic historians, including Gould 
and Waite, that elements of what was to 
become the third degree ritual were de-
signed during this period, the implication 
being that the changes were influenced 
from what Desaguliers had witnessed in 
the lodge in Scotland.4 He had certainly 
taken an active part in what was termed 

“the Admission and Passing of various 
honourable persons” during his visit, and 
the Lodge of Edinburgh was the most or-
ganized in Scotland, its minute books dat-
ing back to 1599. Though this reference 
may only reflect the terms casually used 
for “entered apprentice” and “fellow 
craft”, it is not improbable that the ritual 
was conducted differently to the English 
ritual using different symbolism.5 

With the destruction of Masonic docu-
ments at this time it certainly seems that 
the “Premier/Modern” Grand Lodge had 
purposely re-written Masonic history. 
Indeed, the new Constitutions in 1723 
confirmed that centralised control was 
being asserted. Paradoxically, despite 
this destruction of Masonic documents, 
Desaguliers is mentioned in many Ma-

sonic histories as actually having collect-
ed ancient Masonic documents. These 
documents appear to have been various 
versions of the Old Charges, which were 
adapted by Anderson and Desaguliers 
for the new Constitutions in 1723.6 An 
example of this happened the previ-
ous year when Desaguliers had been 
presented with a collection of “curious 
Writings” during a visit to Christopher 
Wren’s old lodge.7 

At a Grand Lodge meeting on the 29th 
of September, 1721, Anderson was or-
dered to digest all the copies of the old 

“Gothic Constitutions” and write a new 
Book of Constitutions. In the following 
meeting held on the 27th of December, 
the Grand Master, the Duke of Montagu, 
a staunch Whig, appointed fourteen 

“learned Brothers” to examine Ander-
son’s draft manuscript of the new Con-
stitutions and to make alterations where 
necessary. During this same meeting it is 
stated that there were lectures given by 
some old Masons. What the content of 
these lectures were is not recorded, but 
the creative atmosphere surrounding 
the writing of the new Constitutions had 
certainly influenced an educational and 
historical review of Freemasonry. The 
next meeting on the 25th of March wit-
nessed the fourteen Brethren reporting 
on their examination of Anderson’s draft 

“manuscript”, and after making some 
amendments, they had approved the 

“History, Charges, Regulations, and the 
Master’s Song” of the new Constitutions, 
which was then ordered to be printed.8 

Anderson, who was chaplain to the 
pro-Hanoverian Earl of Buchan, actu-
ally published a work in 1732 that, simi-
lar to the Constitutions, celebrated the 
Hanoverian dynasty entitled Royal Ge-
nealogies. The pro-Hanoverian stance 
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presented in Anderson’s Constitutions 
became entwined with the history of 
Freemasonry, and the 1738 edition was 
actually dedicated to Frederick, Prince 
of Wales. In the same edition, the very 
paragraph describing the decision to 
form the new Grand Lodge in 1717 be-
gan with a mention of “King George I 
entering London most magnificently on 
September 20, 1714”.9 George I is also 
celebrated in the original 1723 edition 
as personally sending an envoy to take 
part in the procession and ceremony to 
lay the foot stone of the rebuilt St. Mar-
tin’s in the Fields in 1721 with a number 
of Freemasons.10 The pro-Hanoverian 
stance continued throughout later edi-
tions, with the 1769 edition for example 
detailing the death of George I, and 
thenceforth celebrating George II.11 
Desaguliers has been credited with the 

“preparation” of the general regulations 
for the Constitutions,12 and he certainly 
contributed to the first edition in 1723, 
having penned the dedication at the 
front of the work.

Anderson was a minister of the Scots 
Church at Swallow Street, St. James’, 
Westminster and had previously pub-
lished a number of long-winded Ser-
mons. One such Sermon, entitled No 
King-Killers, published in London in 1715, 
described how Jerusalem had been a 

“Rebellious City” with the rebels “hinder-
ing the rebuilding of the city and temple 
of Jerusalem…troubling them in build-
ing” which not only directly referred to 
the re-building of Solomon’s Temple, but 
at the time of publication, also hinted 
at parallels with the political situation 
in London and the Jacobite reaction to 
the coronation of George I.13 Both An-
derson and Desaguliers were ministers 
who had an in-depth knowledge of the 
Old-Testament, and this would have cer-

tainly assisted them in the re-writing of 
the Masonic ritual.

 End Notes
1 Anderson, Constitutions, 1738, 176.
2 Ibid., 138.
3 A List of Regular Lodges according to their 
Seniority & Constitution. Printed for & Sold 
by I. Pine, Little Brittain end in Aldergate 
Street, London, 1735.
4 A. E. Waite, New Encyclopaedia of Freema-
sonry, Vol. I, Wings Books, 1996, 332-335. 
Desaguliers’ visit to the Scottish Lodge in 
Edinburgh in 1721 is also discussed in D. Ste-
venson, Origins of Freemasonry, Aberdeen, 
1988, 199.
5 Ibid.
6 K. Mackenzie, The Royal Masonic Cyclope-
dia, Worcestor, 1987, 154-5 and 468. Desagu-
liers’ collection of old Masonic documents is 
also mentioned in Waite, New Encyclopaedia 
of Freemasonry, Vol. I, 183.
7 C. N. Batham, The Grand Lodge of England 
(1717) and its Founding Lodges, 
AQC (1993), 103, 22-52, on p.28.
 8 See the early minutes of the “Premier/
Modern” Grand Lodge in Anderson, Constitu-
tions, London, 1769, 203.
9 Anderson, Constitutions, 1738, 109.
10 Anderson, Constitutions, 1723, 44.
11 Anderson, Constitutions, 1769, 211-212.
12 Waite, New Encyclopaedia of Freemasonry, 
Vol. I, 183.
13 J. Anderson, No King-Killers. A Sermon 
Preach’d in Swallow-Street, St. James’, on 
January 30. 1714/15, London, 1715, 1-2.

Dr. David Harrison is a history lecturer, 
having completed his PhD on the his-
tory of Freemasonry in 2008 at the 
University of Liverpool. The thesis was 
published by Lewis Masonic titled The 
Genesis of Freemasonry and is available 
at all good book outlets. The author 
can be contacted via the Lewis Masonic 
website: www.lewismasonic.co.uk

To be continued next month
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Solution to Cryptic Puzzle on Page 21 
of November Issue

DOWN
 2. Y + EGG
 3. A + SIS
 5. (s)OLE hidden
 6. A + MEN
 7. SITTER with T changed to S
 9. FREES anagram
 10. CAB + ALA
 12. REP. + O(ld) T(estament)
 16. LARU(e) reversed
 18. TEAS anagram
 19. L’IL + O’
 20. (ste)P I E(nvision) hidden

ACROSS
 1. (s)HY DRA(gon) hidden
 4. C(ost) O(f) L(iving) A(llowance)S
 8. JAMES RULE anagram
 11. EX + ILE
 13. (r)AGE IS M(eant) hidden
 14. C + TEN anagram
 15. BUFF double definition
 17. TEMP. + L. + E.
 20. PLAT + O
 21. ARISE > TOT + L.
 22. A + LIEN
 23. POSY’S reversed

We publish letters and articles from a 
variety of sources and points of view.  
The opinions expressed in these ar-
ticles do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions or policy of the Grand En-
campment, the Knight Templar maga-
zine, or the Editorial Review Board.
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Handcrafted Antique Maltese Cross Quilt 

A wonderful gift was given to the 2010 Hostess Group to aid 
in funding expenses for the Supreme Assembly to be held 
in Cedar Rapids in September, 2010. Mrs. Robert Breck-

enridge, PP of Cedar Rapids Assembly No. 87, Iowa, was given 
the antique quilt pictured below. The quilt was crafted by the 
late (Mrs. Lloyd) Nellie Irona McCure Frost, the Worthy President 
of Ottumwa Assembly No. 9, Iowa, in 1974. Ottumwa Assembly 
consolidated with Cedar Rapids Assembly just a few years ago.

The quilt is from the 
1920’s and measures 48" 
x 72". Its design is of Red 
Maltese Crosses, hand ap-
pliquéd and hand quilted 
on a white background. Re-
markably, it has not discol-
ored through the years. 

Sometime after Mrs. Frost passed away, her family found 
this quilt in a box in the attic when a relative’s home was 
being sold (along with about six other quilts denoting other 
organizations). This fantastic handcrafted quilt is in mint condi-
tion. The tiny stitches and lovely work were certainly done by the 
hands of someone who loved our Order.

Opportunities are available for a donation of $1.00 for each 
ticket or six for $5.00. To obtain tickets or further information 
regarding the quilt, contact (Mrs. James) Jeanne Karnegis, 20975 
Bonanza Blvd., Elkhorn, NE 68022-1838, phone (402) 289-2295, 
or email elkbits@earthlink.net.
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Knights 
   at the Bookshelf

By 
Sir Knight Mike Shively

This is an interesting book to review inasmuch as the author identifies him-
self as a collector with no Masonic affiliation. He also states that the pur-
pose for his book is to assist collectors like him to identify Templar items of 

interest to the collector. As with many who claim no Masonic or Templar affiliation, Mr. 
MacDonald feels compelled to explain the Orders of the Commandery and misses the 
import of the Orders to Knights Templar.

Mr. MacDonald goes to great length to quote the Laws and Regulations of the Grand 
Encampment, and it is an excellent resource as a reference for the collector or Templar. 
He does however, miss the designation by the Grand Encampment of the White Uni-
form which was first edicted in 1859 as a white surcoat or tunic worn over a black coat. 
I can find no further reference utilizing the word “white” as a type of uniform. In 1862 
due to many objections to the cost and inability to keep the tunic clean, a Templar uni-
form was adopted that consisted of a black frock coat, black pantaloons, scarf, sword, 
belt, shoulder straps, gauntlets, and chapeau, with appropriate trimmings.

In subsequent chapters he describes the “white” and “black” uniform, referring to 
the regulations adopted in 1862 and each Triennial thereafter. He does note that the 
various Grand Commanderies and in some cases constituent Commanderies still chose 
to utilize uniforms that they had been utilizing since their inception or had adopted as 
a special distinction. I also found no discussion of the long surcoat with raised collar vs. 
the later version with flat collar and lapel.

Throughout the book there are excellent pictures of Templar regalia, drill teams 
(both mounted and marching), Sir Knights in uniform, and especially the badges, pins, 
jewels, and medals developed by Commanderies for their officers, members, and la-
dies and for use during travel to Triennial Conclaves.

The chapter about Knights Templar Swords should be helpful to both the collector 
and Sir Knight as he attempts to determine the origin or dating of a particular sword. 
The pictures are extremely clear and detailed. 

I feel that any collector could use this book as a starting reference for Knights Tem-
plar regalia. This is not a sit down and read book, but one that a Knight or collector 
would relish as a thumb through and coffee table reference that would evoke a discus-
sion of Templary, its uniforms, and the evolution of our Fraternity.

Fraternal Regalia I: Knights Templar - A collector’s guide to the Orders, Degrees, activities, 
Uniforms, Swords, regalia, and Collectible Souvenirs of the Commandery of the Knights Tem-
plar of York Rite Freemasonry By Michael C. MacDonald; New Columbia Publishing, Boulder 
Creek, CA 2008. Available with free shipping direct from the author at www.internetsword.
com secure PayPal or via eBay (www.ebay.com) in the Masonic Books Section.  Find it by 
searching for the phrase “Fraternal Regalia”.
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