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Brand Master’s Messuge

wo hundred years ago, Knights

Templar from two Grand Com-

manderies decided that our
order would benefit from a national
governing organization and the consis-
tency and capability such a group could
provide. All this year we are celebrating
that step.

Some of our celebration plans are
now in operation, others in develop-
ment, and others to be invented.

We are now issuing limited time only,
Bicentennial Malta jewels. Sir Knights
receiving the Order of the Temple be-
fore January 1, 2017, will receive one
of these jewels in their new member
packet. Recorders, be sure to get your
knightings into the computer database.
A second version of this jewel is avail-
able for purchase as a souvenir, and sales are brisk.

We are planning for a July celebration in New York City. This is where those
Sir Knights met in 1816 to set this in motion. Watch for details. This might be
the good excuse you always wanted to see the Big Apple.

We are planning a bicentennial issue of this magazine which will be de-
voted almost entirely to the anniversary, and there will be some Grand En-
campment events with bicentennial themes.

Special bicentennial knighting classes will be held, and states and depart-
ments are encouraged to develop more such events, because locally planned
events provide that local flavor that not only meets your needs but satisfies
your tastes.

There is a lot that can done, and we can have some fun doing it, so let’s
get into the spirit.

Duane Lee Vaught

Grand Master

4 march 2016



Grand Encampment of Rnights Templar

MID AMERICA EASTER OBSERVANCE
MARCH 26-27, 2016
RESERVATION FORM

Name:

Commandery Name: No.:

State: Title:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Lady/Escort:

Beauceant Assembly:

Beauceant Title:

Phone: (H) - - ©) - -

Email:

RESERVATION DEADLINE March 20, 2016
No Refunds after March 19, 2016
Registration $25.00/person  Number Attending  Total $ .00
(Registration for gentlemen only, includes memento for member and for lady if attending)

Saturday, March 26, 2016
Formal Banquet $50.00/person  Number attending  Total § .00

(Sir Knights in dress uniform, ladies, and guests in evening attire)
Sunday, March 27, 2016
Easter Buffet Breakfast $30.00/person  Number attending _ Total $ .00

Total enclosed $ .00
Money to accompany reservation

Indicate any special Dietary needs:

Class A uniform for Banquet and Easter Service (Cap and Mantel optional)
Make checks payable to: IMid America Easter Service

Mail check and reservation form to: Grand Commandery of Kansas
Wayne H. Rollf, Grand Recorder
30460 W 154™ ST

knight templar Gardner, Kansas 66030 5



Rev. William D. Hartman, Right Eminent
Grand Prelate of the Grand Encampment

n this month of March, we see the

great Captain of our Salvation set

his face to go to Jerusalem. He had
told his disciples that he was going to be
betrayed into the hands of sinful men. He
told them of his death. Peter attempted to
stop him from doing this, but Jesus, who
said “Satan, get behind me,” knew what
his Father wanted him to do to redeem the
world which God so loved.

| have always been humbled by Jesus’ determination to obey his Father. | think of
all the times | have disobeyed — my parents, my family, my friends, the law, my God.
| determine my own life. | choose to do what | do day by day. “I have my own life to
live” — | can’t live others, too. | can’t save the world. BUT GOD CAN!

This month we see Jesus being received into Jerusalem by the crowds who
hailed him as their King on a Sunday, and cried “Crucify Him!” on the following
Friday. We see him betrayed by his disciple Judas, abandoned by his other disciples,
denied three times by Peter, wept over by his mother as she watched him die on
a cross. He could have chosen to NOT go to Jerusalem, to NOT go into the Garden
of Gethsemane, to NOT be crucified, dead, and buried, but as he prayed in the
Garden; Father, “not my will but thine be done,” Jesus knew, as none of us can
comprehend, that following the will of God accomplishes what God will have for
us and for our world. For “whoever believes in His Son Jesus, shall not perish but
have everlasting life.”

How do we know this to be true? On the third day, Jesus was brought forth from
the dead, from the tomb in which he had been buried, to show us how great our
God is — greater than sin (which condemns us) and death (the penalty of sin). For
God has given us the victory over life and death through belief in His only-begotten
Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, the Great Captain of our Salvation. As Knights
Templar, we “serve a Risen Savior, He’s in the world today. | know that He is living,
whatever men may say. | see His hand of mercy, | hear His voice of cheer, and just
the time | need him, He’s always near. He lives! ... Christ Jesus lives today. He walks
with me (and you) and talks with me (and you) along life’s narrow way. He lives ...
Salvation to impart! You ask me how | know He lives — He lives within my heart!”
(adapted: Alfred H. Ackley). Does He live within your heart? | pray He does.

6 march 2016



York & Scottish Rite Superstore

Visit Our Website & Online Store: fratline.net
While at our website, sign-up for our FREE Leadership e-letter.

R
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In 2011, the board explored the feasibility and desirability of establishing an en-
dowed professorship program at a leading research university or teaching hospital, fo-
cusing on ophthalmic education. Preliminary groundwork proved positive, and in 2012
the president formed a committee of board members to further explore this idea.

Advantages to the Foundation of endowing a professorship which were identified
by the committee included the fact that an endowed professorship would be consis-
tent with the Foundation’s mission, it would provide a perpetual benefit to the Foun-
dation from a one-time investment, it would promote the visibility of the Foundation,
and it would create a new partnership legacy for the Foundation. Advantages to the
institution identified by the committee included the fact that an endowed professor-
ship would provide the institution with a financial resource, it would be consistent with
the institution’s mission statement, and it would provide publicity for the institution.

In August of 2013, the committee recommended and the board subsequently
approved committing $2 million, matched dollar for dollar, to establish the first en-
dowed professorship to be named:

“Knights Templar Eye Foundation Inc., Professor of Ophthalmology Research”
at
The Mayo Clinic
Campuses in Rochester, MN; Phoenix, AZ; and Jacksonville, FL

In August 2015, the committee again recommended, and the board subsequently ap-
proved, committing another $2 million, matched dollar for dollar, to establish the
second endowed professorship to be named:

“Knights Templar Eye Foundation Inc., Professor in Ophthalmology”
at
The Wilmer Eye Institute of Johns Hopkins University
Baltimore, MD

J(nig/tf:j jem/o/ar g e jounclaﬁon

How to join the Grand Commander’s or the Grand Master’s Clubs

Any individual may send a check in the amount of $100 or more specified for the purpose of begin-
ning a Grand Commander’s Club membership and made payable to the Knights Templar Eye Foun-
dation. This initial contribution will begin your Grand Commander’s Club membership. In addition,
members of the Grand Commander’s Club pledge to make annual contributions of $100 or more.
Once contributions total $1,000, the individual is enrolled in the Grand Master’s Club. Membership
is open to individuals only, and Commandery credit is given for participation. Information is available
from: Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc., 1033 Long Prairie Road, Suite 5, Flower Mound, TX
75022-4230, Phone (214) 888-0220, Fax (214) 888-0230.

As of 2/1/2015 once 25 Grand Master’s Clubs are reached, a Sword of Merit will be awarded.
8 march 2016




A Chat Wl The Managing Editor

eople are always talking about relevance these days. They ask the question,

“Is your organization relevant?” | guess relevance is relative. The question is,

“To whom is your organization relevant?” Looking back over the last forty-
five years or so, my impression is that when | first became a Templar, the organiza-
tion seemed relevant to only maybe three groups of people. The first group was, of
course, the members; not all the members mind you, but only to the members who
enjoyed the ritual and to those who found satisfaction in administering cases for the
Eye Foundation.

The second group consisted of those who were receiving services at the expense
of the Templars, primarily those who received eye operations funded by the Eye
Foundation. | suppose that some of the students who received loans from the educa-
tional foundation could be included in this group, but not all, as many of them never
bothered to repay the loans — not much appreciation there. There were a few Holy
Land Pilgrimage ministers in this group, too, but only a few were sent in those days.
| think we were very relevant to them, or so they tell me.

The third group to whom the Commandery was relevant was the small group
of citizens in our communities who respected and appreciated the elaborate Easter
Sunrise Services we sponsored or co-sponsored as a service to the community, and
of course, the DeMolays thought we were cool with our swords and uniforms.

Today, | believe we are relevant to some different people and fewer than before.
The ten percent of our members who are active still think we are relevant or they
wouldn’t be active. No one is working eye cases anymore, but more are working on
the cause of the Holy Land Pilgrimage. Largely these are the same folks who hold
office and do the ritual. | suppose we are relevant to the researchers we fund or so
they tell me. | don’t think we are perceived as relevant out in the community any
more except perhaps to the churches of our Holy Land Pilgrimage ministers.

When you ask yourself why some people feel that our organization is relevant, |
guess it boils down to just two things. First, are those who are receiving something
from us, whether it be the researchers, the patients, the students or the Holy Land
Pilgrims. It’s not a bad thing to be relevant to them, and one would expect it. Another
group who gets something from the organization is composed of those who like to be
in charge and wear all the medals, shake hands, and make speeches. It gives them a
sense of worth and self esteem to be the “Official,” by whatever title. Finally we are
relevant to our members because of the opportunity we, as an organization, give them
to leave a legacy. It has been my experience that just giving money doesn’t do much for
me in the area of leaving a legacy. It probably salves my conscience when | think about
those less fortunate than myself, but it is not in the least inspiring to me. Although a
well performed ceremony like any other team effort is immensely satisfying to those
involved and impressive to some others, it doesn’t guarantee relevance either.

What do you think the relevance of Templary is in the 215 century? What do you
think it should be? John L. Palmer

Managing Editor
knight templar 9



THE GRAND ENGCAMPMENT
OF K@HIGHTS TEMPLAR

D ENCAMP
c KNIGHTS TEMII\;lE
R A

COMMITTEE:

SK Jim MacConnell SK Duane Vaught- MEGM SK Paul Page

SK Eugene Capobianco SK Chris Hodapp
SK John Bridegroom SK Jeff Nelson —-REDGM SK Don Berry

SIR KNIGHTS:

The Bicentennial Committee is organizing a celebration of our origin
in New York City on July 22, 23, & 24, 2016.

FRIDAY, JULY 22
Night Cocktail reception, (6:00pm - 7:30pm) Cruise on the East River, or other
location (details forth coming)

SATURDAY, JULY 23
Morning: Tiled Order of the Temple at Grand Lodge of NY in period costume
(Number of Candidates limited to 100).

Afternoon: Re-enactment of Organizational meeting. Location TBD
GUEST SPEAKERS: Mr. Mike Neville, London, Eng and Mr. Pierrie de Ravel de
Esclapon, Vice President of the Chancellor Robert R. Livingston Library in NYC.
Brevities from SK Duane Vaught, MEGM and MWGM Jeffrey Williamson
Ladies and Guests invited

SUNDAY, JULY24
11:00am Church Service ~Church of the Incarnation 35" Street and Madison Ave
(The church of Ted Harrison, PMEGHP) Class A uniform




Headquarters Hotel: Martha Washington Hotel (soon to be called the Redbury)
9 E 29" Street at a price of $221/night includes 14.75% sales tax & $3.50 occupancy tax, parking
available $24.00/car & $36.00/SUV. We have reserved 60 rooms for Friday and 60 rooms for
Saturday night so it is important to reserve your room early to avoid price increases!

All reservation need to go thru Judi Stern. Please mail the form below to:

Judi Stern
JPS At Your Leisure Travel
1510 Ocean Parkway, Suite D6, Brooklyn, NY 11230
or email: GEKT200rez@gmail.com or phone: 917-692-3806.

Judi Stern is a well —respected travel professional with some 25 years experience in the industry. She’s worked
with the Grand Lodge of New York for 20 years , managing Masonic cruises and coordinated other travel
arrangements for Grand Lodge. Judi is the owner of JPS at your Leisure Travel, Inc. located in Brooklyn, NY.

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLAR BICENTENNIAL
JULY 22, 23, & 24,2016 REGISTRATION FORM

MARTHA WASHINGTON HOTEL: $221.00 PER NIGHT

Fri |:| Sat. |:| Total

[One Queen[ ] Two Twins | ] |

REGISTRATION FEE $50.00:
Includes favor, Journal, & hospitality suite x $50.00

Name
Ladies

Address
City State ZIP

Email:
Ph.

Credit Card # Exp Sec. code Card
Name

Judi is also supporting getting tickets and excursions to local attractions
please check your interest:

[] Macy’s [[]Grand Lodge Tour [ ]Statue of Liberty
[] Cruise around Manhattan [[JRadio City Music Hall [_]Lord & Taylor
I:l Tour of DeWitt Clinton Grave I:l Ground Zero I:lChina town

] Discovery Times Square ] Walking tours I:lBroadway shows
[] Chelsea High Line [rittle Italy

D Museum of Natural History D Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum

Order of the Temple Candidates MUST register with SK Don Berry. PGC-NY KCT
Contact Don Berry ‘s email: DJBERRY58@gmail.com

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: June 1, 2016


kych
Text Box
One Queen [  ]   Two Twins [  ]


William Anderson Garrard, Jr.

department commander
Southwest Department

ir Knight William A. Garrard, Jr. was

born and raised in west Texas where

he was a charter member of the Mo-
nahans DeMolay chapter. He graduated from
Texas Tech University with two B.S. degrees in
Economics and International Trade, moved to
Arizona to attend Thunderbird Graduate School
for International Management, served four
years in the United States Army as a military
intelligence officer with a combat tour in Viet-
nam and one tour in Germany, and returned to
Phoenix to resume his graduate studies where
he earned a masters of business administration
from the University of Phoenix. He worked for
a number of banks including MeraBank and
Horizon Federal Credit Union, retiring as chief
operating officer. He was director of economic
planning for the Salt River Pima-Maricopa In-
dian Community before finally retiring in 2005.
Married to April Ross Garrard for forty-four
years, he has one son, Justin, whom he had the privilege to initiate, pass, and raise as
a Master Mason when he was Worshipful Master of Arizona Lodge 2.

He holds memberships in Lodges 2, 3, and 72 and Arizona Research Lodge 1. He
was initiated, passed, and raised a Master Mason in Arizona Lodge 2 in 1996 and
has served as the worshipful master of Arizona Research Lodge 1 in 2008, Arizona
Lodge 2 in 2002, and White Mountain Lodge 3 in 2008. He is a 32° KCCH Scottish Rite
member and a member of El Zaribah Shrine.

Bill was exalted a Royal Arch Mason, greeted a Cryptic Mason, and knighted a
Knight Templar in 1997. He has served as high priest, illustrious master, and eminent
commander for each of the Phoenix york rite bodies; served as sovereign master of
Sahuaro Council A.M.D. in 2008, governor of Regius College in 2012, and puissant
sovereign of the Red Cross of Constantine in 2014; and is a member of the H.R.A.KT.P.
He was grand high priest in 2010, grand commander in 2011, and currently serves as
deputy grand master for the Grand Council in Arizona. Sir Knight Garrard was elected
and served as the most worshipful grand master F.&A.M. in Arizona in 2013-14 and
was awarded the Order of the Purple Cross in 2009, K.Y.G.C.H. 3 quadrant in June
of 2013, and K.C.T. in 2015. He was installed as the right eminent southwest depart-
ment commander for the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar U.S.A. at the 66™
Triennial in Buffalo, New York, in August of 2015.

12 march 2016
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Sir Knight George Marshall, Jr., PGC, KCT

Bradrick A. Joyner, The Masonic Initiate: A Guide to Light, CreateSpace Independent
Publishing, ISBN-13:9781499280838, 2015.

his book is an instructional guide, not just useful for newly initiated

Masons but for Masons of long standing as well. The author main-

tains that in modern Freemasonry, the deeper mystical meanings of
the forms, symbols, and ceremonies are neglected to large extent. Internal
self-study and contemplation of the true spiritual essence of ourselves and
our relationship to the symbolic and esoteric aspects of the Craft is need-
ful in order for us to receive the true benefits of the initiation process. The
book presents in five chapters a discussion of the power of initiation, pro-
cedures and ceremonies, symbolism, practical Masonry, and Masonic medi-
tation. Much of the meditation discussion is akin to the practice of yoga ap-
plied to the Masonic experience. Also, a theme suggesting the spirituality
aspect of transcendental meditation runs like a motif throughout the book.

The book is not the easiest to read and understand, at least not with just
one reading. A careful re-reading is almost
obligatory in order to derive the maximum
benefit. It must be stressed that the author
is concerned not so much with mundane ex-
planations of symbolism and ritual practices, Bradrick A. Joyner
but rather with individual contemplation and
meditation of the ritual and our symbols as
applied to their esoteric and spiritual impli-
cations upon our lives and conduct. For those
Brothers who desire the tools for a deeper
spiritual development available in Freema-
sonry, this book provides a practical and suit-
able vehicle for obtaining them.

In summary, the book is a short (118 pag-
es) but decent read that overall does a nice
job of encouraging further questions and
deeper thought regarding the deeper aspects

of the Masonic art.
knight templar

The Masonic Initiate
A Guide to Light




NEW LONDON
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One Harmony Place ®* New London, OH 44851
1-800-634-8253 * FAX 419-929-0122

Call to request your free catalog.
We also do refurbishing - Contact us for more information

.
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| For all your KT and Regalia needs @“i

www.newlondonregalia.com

MAYO'S

1 Broad St - Wesmark pj
112 mter, SC 2918, aza

St ° MILFORD COMMANDERY
* Knights Templar Uniform - $130 No. Il

Full Sir Knight
*Red Chapter Blazer - 38TN $80/
o il SUMMER
9 UNIFORM

*Purple Council Coat-$80 | ¢ 1 8 5

accessories available || )
Shoes - $50 separately ;

All proceeds go to the
Knight Templar Eye Foundation

visit
www.milfordcommandery.com
store@milfordcommandery.com
508-482-0006

By Phone: (803) 773-2262 155 Main St., Milford, MA 01757

Online: Mayosdiscountsuits.com

march 2016



Cleveland Assembly 15, Ohio welcomed Supreme Worthy President Mrs. Thom-
as R. Derby on the occasion of the official visit. Supreme Worthy Preceptress Ms.
Kimberly Burnett also attended while Worthy President Mrs. Robert Robertson
presided over this special meeting.

Supreme Worthy President Mrs. Thomas R. Derby was welcomed by Worthy

President Mrs. Richard Goddard and other members of Warren Assembly 77,

Ohio. Supreme Worthy Preceptress Ms. Kimberly Burnett was present for this
official visit.

knight templar 15



Western States Bicentennial

Easter Observance
March 25-27, 2016
Tempe, Arizona

Sunrise Service
Easter Morning Observance
Brunch to Follow
Benediction & Farewell After

Many Activities

Historic Downtown Tempe
— E . Multicultural Restaurants
"RT;;___F = B = : Botanical Gardens
— - Convenient Shopping
g 3 ASU University Area
!l GREAT WEATHER !!

Excellent Accommodations
Resort Hotel
Free Airport Shuttle
Free WiFi
Walking Distance to Downtown
Registration Deadlines

http Jiwww.WSEO.us March 4th - Hotel Reservations
March 18th - Banquet and Brunch

16 march 2016
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1033 Long Prairie Road, Suite 5
Flower Mound, TX 75022-4230
Phone (214) 888-0220
Fax (214) 888-0230.

To the Sir Knights of the Grand Encamp-
ment of Knights Templar:

reetings, in the name of our

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

What a wonderful time of year
for true believers, especially for each
of us as Knights Templar, “Defenders
of the Faith.” | recollect that only a few
short months ago we celebrated the majestic birth of our Lord and Savior, and now
we prepare to embrace the season and reason for His coming, the sacrifice at Gol-
gotha that changed our lives forever. In a few weeks, our Knights and their families
and friends will gather on Sunday morning and proclaim to the world again, “HE IS
RISEN; HE IS RISEN INDEED.” This is only possible because God was truly faithful in
giving us His only begotten Son...(John 3:16).

As | have travelled across our nation, | have been greatly impressed by the gen-
erosity of our members to our great philanthropy. By your faithful giving and sup-
port, you have truly put your faith into action and have continued the legacy of the
Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. Our mission is not yet completed my beloved
Sir Knights. There is still much more work to be done in the vineyards and the bounti-
ful fruits of our labors to be harvested so that ALL MAY SEE.

The 48™ Annual Voluntary Campaign is nearing its completion. | pray that your
heart and spirit may be full of joy and happiness as we celebrate our achievements.

I will be sharing with you next month some exciting news regarding our second
endowed professorship. This will be yet another historic moment in the advance-
ment of pediatric ophthalmology.

On behalf of all of us here at the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, we wish all of
you and your families a very Happy Easter.

HE IS RISEN; HE IS RISEN INDEED!!

David J. Kussman, GCT

Chairman

48™ Annual Voluntary Campaign
Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.

knight templar



General Supplement

The space on these two pages is provideLd byL the Knight Templar maga-
zine to be used by the Grand Commanderies to communicate with the in-
dividual Sir Knights in their jurisdictions on a monthly basis. From time
to time and for various reasons, we fail to receive any material from the
editor of the state supplement for a given month. When this happens,
we take the opportunity to offer you the information below. — The Ed.

Photos from
Commanderie
D’Arville in
France taken
by the editor..







NEW CONTRIBUTORS TO THE KTEF CLUBS
Grand Master’s Club
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History of the Buights Templar in the United States

By

Sir Knight Richard M. Kovak

B ™o history of the Knights Templar
N as an organized Masonic body

. can be written without first set-
ting aside the notion that there is a direct
unbroken link between the Poor Soldiers
of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon,
officially disbanded by Pope Clement V
in March of 1312, and modern Templar
bodies. Likewise, the fantasy that Tem-
plars fleeing their general arrest in 1307
in France somehow managed to sail to
America and form outposts of Templar-
ism on the shores of Maine or Rhode
Island before returning to England and
Scotland with items, such as ears of corn
and aloe leaves, both of which were un-
known to Europe at the time, must also
be shelved until proof more probative
than the simple ornamentations found
in Rosslyn chapel can be found.

The Rise Of Modern Knight Templarism

Modern Templarism originated in
England, Scotland, and France in con-
nection with the rise of organized Ma-
sonic lodges into their respective grand
lodges. This phenomenon, the so-called
Masonic renaissance, occurred as part of
the Age of Enlightenment which swept
Europe in the eighteenth century. Dur-
ing that period, it became fashionable,
especially in France, to invent “higher”
degrees beyond the three degrees of
Craft Masonry. With the proliferation of
degrees which this movement engen-
dered came a resort to history, fanciful
or real, to justify these degrees, their
rituals, and symbols; a practice which is
an anciently profound part of Masonic
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tradition and heritage.

The most probable connection be-
tween the rise of modern Knights Tem-
plarism and Freemasonry came about
through the Jacobites, those support-
ers of the Stuart would-be heir to the
thrones of England and Scotland, James
Francis Edward, facetiously called the
Pretender, who fled to France after his
defeat in Scotland in 1715. Many Jaco-
bite exiles no doubt had previously be-
longed to Freemason lodges in England
and Scotland. After the great reorga-
nization of Freemasonry, starting with
the putative Grand Lodge of London
and Westminster (later to be renamed
the Grand Lodge of England) in 1717,
Freemasonry became a tour d’force
in France led by the ecossais (Scotch)
lodges founded by exiled Scots. One
of these lodges was formed in Paris by
Charles Radcliffe, Earl of Derwentwater,
a Jacobite exile, in 1725. Another lodge
was formed by John Coustos, an English
lapidary, also in exile, in 1726. A third
lodge, Louis I’Argent, was constituted in
1732 and probably was the one specifi-
cally warranted by the Grand Lodge of
England as 90 at King’s Head, Paris. The
first Grand Lodge of France, Grand Loge
Anglaise de France, was formed in 1733
with the Duc d’Anton as grand master.
He presided until 1743 when the Comte
de Clermont, prince of the royal blood,
became grand master.

One of James Francis Edward’s sup-
porters was Scotsman Chevalier Andrew
Michael Ramsay, a tutor of James’ son,
Charles Edward Stuart (the Young Pre-
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tender). Ramsay, while in France, be-
came a Mason in Louis I'Argent Lodge.
Enamored with Freemasonry and its
possibilities as a political force, Ramsay
wrote and later delivered in 1737 his
famous oration. In it, Chevalier Ramsay
attempted to link crusader “Masons,”
specifically the Knights Hospitaller of
St. John, with the rise of modern Free-
masonry in England. Although most
authorities debunk his lame attempt, it
had great appeal for French aristocrats
who shared a romantic and chivalrous
attitude during the Enlightenment pe-
riod. With interest rising in the chivalric
aspect of Freemasonry, Ramsay or his
adherents, possibly one Pierre Lambert,
in the late 1730’s and early 1740Q’s, de-
veloped a series of “higher” Masonic
degrees to augment the three craft
degrees conferred in French lodges at
the time. Ramsay constructed a rite of
seven degrees. One of Ramsay’s degrees,
the sixth, was called Knight Templar or
Knight of the Temple. During a visit to
Scotland, he is said to have conferred
his “high” degrees and created Knights
Templar there. His order had a military
aspect to it that is said to have been ap-
proved by Charles as a role model for
a possible core of militants who would
aid his return to Scotland. Nevertheless,
his “high” degrees were the models if
not the sources for Templar orders from
then on.

In 1754, the Chevalier de Bonneville
established a chapter of the advanced
“high” degrees at Paris in premises owned
by the College of Jesuits at Clermont, a
known asylum for Jacobite supporters.
His system became known as the Rite of
Perfection or Rite of Heredom and con-
sisted of twenty-five degrees. Following
Ramsay’s lead, the distinguishing princi-
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ple of these degrees was that they were
derived from ancient Templarism. The
Chapter of Clermont gave rise four years
later to the Council of Emperors of the
East and West which in turn became the
forerunner of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite.

In 1754 Baron Karl Gotthelf von Hund
und Altengrotkau, who had been initi-
ated into Ramsay’s orders, became a
Knight Templar in 1743, later was initi-
ated into the Clermont degrees in Paris
probably in 1754, and started a rite in
Germany called the Rite of Strict Ob-
servance. His rite consisted of seven
degrees which ritual he claimed to have
received from the reconstituted Templar
orderin 1743 in Paris. Von Hund claimed
to have met two “unknown superiors” of
this Rite (later identified as Charles Ed-
ward Stuart and the Earl of Kilmarnock,
a Jacobite supporter) and received the
degrees from them. The rite contained
a sixth degree known as Knight Templar,
possibly the one crafted by Ramsay. Af-
ter much dissension in the ranks of Ger-
man Freemasons over competing rites
and orders, the rite dissolved in 1782
soon after von Hund’s death in 1776.

Although many Masonic authorities
hold differing opinions about this, it is
still confirmed by records that a form of
a Templar order was occasionally con-
ferred in England, Scotland, and Ireland
during the mid 1700’s and that encamp-
ments were formed at London, York,
Bristol, and Salisbury. Most of these en-
campments were connected to existing
Masonic lodges. Whether Ramsay’s de-
gree system was carried to England and
Scotland by Jacobites or whether the
English, Irish, and Scots developed other
forms of the Knight Templar orders is
still being explored by historians.
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Another source, Lt. Col. W. J. B. Ma-
cLeod Moore, supreme grand master
ad vitam of the Sovereign Grand Priory
of Canada, stated in one of his annual
allocutions on Freemasonry that “Tem-
plarism was first introduced into the
British Empire in the Masonic lodges
known as the Ancients under the duke
of Athol, grand master of Scotland,
sometime in the eighteenth century,
and that in about 1780 the Templar
order was merged into the Masonic
system following the Royal Arch in the
sequence of additional degrees.”

In Scotland, Mother Kilwinning Lodge
of Scotland issued a charter in 1769 to
Kilwinning Masonic Lodge of Dublin
which authorized the conferring of the
Knight Templar order. Therefore, the
order must have been in existence and
conferred in Scotland before that date.
There is anecdotal evidence that military
organizations in Scotland and Ireland at
that time possessed a similar order.

In Ireland, the High Knights Templar
of Ireland Lodge obtained a craft char-
ter in 1779 from Mother Lodge Kilwin-
ning in Scotland and thereafter began
to confer the Knight Templar order and
to grant dispensations to other Templar
lodges. Around 1790, the early Grand
Encampment of lIreland was formed,
eventually evolving into the Supreme
Grand Encampment of Ireland in 1836.

The early Grand Encampment of
Ireland also chartered several Scottish
encampments, including Edinburgh En-
campment 31, chartered in 1805, which
became the General Assembly of Knights
Templar in Edinburgh.

The Grand Assembly of Knights Tem-
plar later obtained a second charter
from the Duke of Kent, then grand mas-
ter of the order in England. By 1780, the
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Templar order had become a part of the
degree system in London and also in
York. Of the eight known encampments
in England at the time, the most senior
were the Encampment Redemption at
York and the Baldwyn Encampment at
Bristol. On June 2, 1791, the first Grand
Conclave in England took place in Lon-
don with Thomas Dunckerly as grand
master. Under Dunckerly’s leadership,
the number of encampments grew un-
til his death in 1795. In 1805 when the
Duke of Kent became grand master, the
growth of Knight Templar Masonry in
the United Kingdom was assured.

Knight Templarism Comes to North America

Some authors have felt confident
that Knight Templarism most probably
came to America through the various
British military lodges stationed in the
colonies and possibly the Canadian ter-
ritories. Yet the record of the presence
of these British military lodges in the
Colonies dates only from September
30, 1768, when they arrived in Boston,
Massachusetts. There is little doubt that
these traveling military lodges were
populated mainly by Irish and Scottish
soldiers who probably had great fa-
miliarity with Royal Arch masonry and
Knight Templarism from their native
lodges. However, it appears that Royal
Arch masonry and thereby Knight Tem-
plarism existed in a few lodges prior to
the British military presence. Although
some authors believe that William Davis
was the first Knight Templar created in
America, it may only be that he was the
first identified Knight Templar created
here of which we have a record. The ear-
liest record found to date is the minute
book record entry of St. Andrews Royal
Arch Lodge of Boston dated August 28,
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1769. However, St. Andrew’s Lodge also
has records which demonstrate that it
had previously applied for and shortly
thereafter received a sanction or war-
rant from the Grand Lodge of Scotland
(an Antients or Atholl grand lodge which
championed the Royal Arch degrees) in
October of 1762 to act as a lodge of An-
tients. Records confirm that St. Andrews
Lodge received its warrant 82 from the
Grand Lodge of Scotland on St. Andrews
Day, November 30, 1765, and denomi-
nated itself as St. Andrew’s Royal Arch
Lodge. Most likely this was a craft war-
rant, but St. Andrew’s probably felt that
it could confer both the craft degrees as
well as a form of the Royal Arch degrees
as did many of the warranted lodges in
Scotland and Ireland. As a comparison,
it should be noted that Fredericksburg
Lodge in Virginia, though not chartered
as a Royal Arch lodge or chapter, had
been conferring Royal Arch degrees on
its members since 1753 on the basis
of its craft charter from the Provincial
Grand Priory of the Colonies. Records
show that on December 22, 1753, Fred-
ericksburg Lodge conferred the Royal
Arch degree on three candidates; Daniel
Campbell, Robert Hatherston, and Alex
C. Wodrons. Unfortunately, the record is
silent as to what the degree consisted of
and whether it might have included an
aspect of the Order of the Temple. The
conferral of Royal Arch degrees in those
times in Virginia and elsewhere in the
Colonies, as will be demonstrated below,
could well have consisted of communi-
cating the four higher degrees known at
that time in the Colonies; Excellent Mas-
ter, Super Excellent Master, Royal Arch,
and Knight Templar.

So it can be read from the minutes of
St. Andrew’s Lodge for the date of Au-
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gust 28, 1769, the minute entry that “the
petition of Brother William Davis coming
before the lodge to have and receive the
parts belonging to a Royal Arch Mason,
which being read, was received, and he
was unanimously voted in and was ac-
cordingly made by receiving the four
steps, that of Excellent, Super-Excellent,
Royal Arch, and Knight Templar.” The
minutes of St. Andrews go on to confirm
that two more Masons, Samuel Sumner
and John DaCosta, four days later on
September 1, 1769, received the four
Degrees of a Royal Arch Mason.

Further records of this lodge show
that on December 11, 1769, Brother
Paul Revere was voted in and subse-
quently became an “Arch Mason,” re-
ceiving the Knight Templar order along
with the other Royal Arch degrees pre-
viously mentioned, and that between
1769 and 1794, more than fifty candi-
dates received the Order of the Temple
as Arch Masons at St. Andrew’s Royal
Arch Lodge. Interestingly, from 1794 on,
there is no further mention of a Knight
Templar order in any of the records of St.
Andrew’s. Could that order have been
taken over and conferred by an early er-
satz commandery or encampment?

Michael Kaulback and others have re-
searched the British military lodges and
found at least three to have been work-
ing degrees in America during this time
frame. These are Glittering Star Lodge
322 with a warrant from the Grand Lodge
of Antients in Ireland, British Army Lodge
58 with a warrant from the Grand Lodge
of Ireland, and British Army Lodge 106
with a warrant from the Grand Lodge of
Scotland. All were located in and around
the Boston area and came with British
regiments which arrived in the Boston
area on September 30, 1768.
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Records indicate that the brethren
who conferred the degrees on Davis in
1769 were most probably members of
Glittering Star 322. For example, James
Brown, the royal arch master of St. An-
drews, was the master of Glittering Star
322, and Charles Chambers, the senior
warden of St. Andrews, was also the se-
nior warden of Glittering Star 322. Itis a
matter of record that several members
of British Army Lodge 58 were also in at-
tendance, including one William McMul-
len. It may be conceded that these Brit-
ish military Royal Arch Masons probably
had a much better grasp of the ritual for
the conferral of these degrees, and that
is why they were allowed to confer the
degrees on Davis and others in America.
Kaulback suggests that the conferrers
of the Knight Templar order probably
learned their craft in Canada at a Royal
Arch Lodge in Halifax where Glittering
Lodge 322 had been stationed before
being ordered to go to Boston.

Further records of St. Andrews Lodge
show that Dr. Joseph Warren received
the Knight Templar order on May 14,
1770. He later became grand master of
Masons in Massachusetts and died fight-
ing the British at the Battle of Breeds Hill,
sometimes mistakenly called the Battle
of Bunker Hill.

Formation of Encampments

Once the Order of the Temple be-
came established in Royal Arch lodges
or chapters, encampments, following
the precedent set in England, began to
be formed in America for the sole pur-
pose of conferring the order apart from
the Royal Arch degrees. There is a firm
record of an encampment of Knights
Templar existing in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
in 1782 and conferring the knighthood
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orders. Similar encampments were es-
tablished in Massachusetts, Rhode Is-
land, Pennsylvania, New York, Maryland,
and South Carolina. There is some dis-
pute among historians as to the timing
of the formation of these encampments.
Although both Pennsylvania and New
York claim precedence in time, South
Carolina has a strong claim to being one
of the first encampments.

Albert G. Mackey was convinced that
an encampment as a regularly orga-
nized body existed in Charleston, South
Carolina, as early as 1783. He points
to the Beaumont diploma issued by
the “Most Holy and Invincible Order of
Knights Templar of St. Andrews Lodge
No. 1” (of Florida, and later of South
Carolina) to Sir Henry Beaumont dated
August 1, 1783.

Whether in fact this is proof posi-
tive that an encampment existed at this
time or was simply a commandery or
preceptory of Knights Templar operat-
ing under the warrant of a craft lodge
and conferring an Order of the Temple
remains a topic of discussion, but there
is no doubt that encampments did exist
in Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and New
York during the last two decades of the
18" century. Among them were Phila-
delphia Encampment 1 (1794), Phila-
delphia 2 (1795), Carlisle Encampment
in Pennsylvania (1796), Washington
Encampment 1 in Connecticut (1796),
and Montgomery and Temple Encamp-
ments in New York (1796, 1799). Sev-
eral more encampments were formed
in the first decade of the nineteenth
century, most prominently at Boston
in 1806 and St. John’s Encampment at
Providence, Rhode Island, in 1802.

According to Templar history author
Stanley C. Warner, the next important
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step was the formation of grand en-
campments in these states. Again, ac-
cording to Warner and Scully, the first
grand encampment was organized at
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in May of
1797, consisting of four constituent en-
campments; two in Philadelphia, one at
Carlisle, and one at Harrisburg. It was
short lived, revived from 1814-1824,
and revived again in 1852 but was al-
ways subject to the authority of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. It was not
until 1857 that it became part of the
Grand Encampment of the United States.

In 1805, a grand encampment was
organized at Providence, Rhode Island,
and was denominated the Grand En-
campment of Rhode Island and Mas-
sachusetts. It is important because the
same persons who helped organize it,
Thomas Smith Webb and Henry Fowle,
were those who later organized the
Grand Encampment of the United States
in 1816 in New York City. Webb had prior
Masonic organizational experience from
his key participation in the formation
of the General Grand Chapter of Royal
Arch Masons in January of 1798.

In January of 1814, a grand encamp-
ment was organized in New York City,
New York. Its first conclave was held
on June 18, 1814, at which the organi-
zational action of January in 1814 was
ratified, and DeWitt Clinton, governor of
the state of New York, was elected grand
master. He served in that post for four-
teen years and later become the sover-
eign grand master of the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States.

Several encampments were operat-
ing in the state of New York at the time
of the founding of the New York Grand
Encampment, including The Old En-
campment of New York City, Jerusalem
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Encampment in the city of New York,
Montgomery Encampment in Stillwater,
Temple Encampment in Albany, New
York City St. Peters Encampment, and
New York City Rising Sun Encampment.

General Grand Encampment

By 1816, there were three state grand
encampments; New York, Pennsylvania,
and Massachusetts/Rhode Island and
isolated encampments working in South
Carolina, Maryland, and Connecticut.
Two prominent members of the Massa-
chusetts/Rhode Island Grand Encamp-
ment, Thomas Smith Webb and Henry
Fowle, saw the need for the creation
of a national or general grand encamp-
ment and called a meeting of grand
encampment representatives to a con-
vention held in Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania on June 11, 1816. Delegates from
all three grand encampments met and
discussed the need to organize a grand
encampment of the United States. From
Massachusetts came Webb and Fowle.
New York sent Thomas Lowndes. John
Snow came from Providence, Rhode Is-
land. Pennsylvania sent four delegates;
William McCorcle, A. Hamilton, Benja-
min Edes, and Alphonso Ireland, but ac-
cording to the proceedings of this con-
vention, opposition developed from the
Pennsylvania delegates who refused to
concur in a proposed constitution and
who sought to retain their own ritual,
in particular the succession of degrees
which preceded the Order of the Tem-
ple, customs, and powers of govern-
ment. Undoubtedly, these delegates
were influenced by pressure from the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania under
whose authority they operated their
encampments.

Since agreement among the grand
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encampments’ delegates could not be
achieved, the convention dispersed
and was adjourned to New York City.
Webb, Fowle, and Snow stopped there
and together with the representative
of the New York Grand Encampment,
Thomas Lowndes, organized the Gen-
eral Grand Encampment of Knights
Templar of the United States on June
21, 1816. No representatives of the
Pennsylvania Grand Encampment
came to New York for this convention.
Nonetheless, the grand encampment
representatives of New York and Mas-
sachusetts/Rhode Island forged ahead
and created the General Grand En-
campment which survives to this day as
the Grand Encampment of the United
States. New York Governor Dewitt Clin-
ton was elected the first grand master
of Grand Encampment and served as
such throughout the first three con-
claves. Shortly afterward, the Grand
Encampment bodies of New York and
Massachusetts/Rhode Island ratified
this action and made such changes in
their respective constitutions as were
necessary to promote a uniform han-
dling of ritual and customs. Once the
Grand Encampment of Pennsylvania
was released from its bondage to the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1857,
it too ratified the action of the General
Grand Encampment and came under
its jurisdiction .

A thorough review of the history of
General Grand Encampment and Knight
Templarism in the United States since
1816 is well beyond the scope of this
modest paper. However, the major peri-
ods of that history can be broken down
into the categories furnished us in the
official History of the Grand Encamp-
ment of the United States.
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Period of Organization 1816-1826

These first few years of the General
Grand Encampment of the United States
(later to become Grand Encampment of
the United States) were spent in organiz-
ing and constituting grand encampments
in the various states. Pennsylvania would
not acquiesce until 1856, but by 1826,
six other grand encampments; New
Hampshire, Vermont, Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia;
joined Massachusetts/Rhode Island and
New York to make a total of eight grand
encampments owing allegiance to the
General Grand Encampment. Dewitt
Clinton remained grand master through
the first three general conclaves but did
not live to chair the fourth. That honor
went to Sir Knight Jonathan Nye. At the
second conclave in 1819, a resolution
was proposed, reducing the number of
years between conclaves from seven
years to three. Seven years later at the
1826 third general conclave the resolu-
tion passed and resulted in the triennial
format which exists to this day. Also, at
the third general conclave, eleven new
subordinate encampments had been
formed and charters of recognition had
been given to six more. Knight Templar-
ism had begun to spread in an organized
fashion.

Period of Anti-Masonic Activity 1826-1835

Unfortunately, the Morgan Affair sty-
mied the growth of Knight Templarism as
well as the growth of Masonry in general
in the United States. In 1826, William
Morgan, after being rejected for mem-
bership in a local lodge in Batavia, New
York, threatened to publish his exposé
of Masonry through a local newspaper
publisher, David Cade Miller. Before
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publication, he was arrested for debt
and jailed. Someone paid his bail, and he
was released from jail. Shortly afterward,
he disappeared. Masons in Batavia, New
York, were accused of kidnapping him
and sending him to his demise in the Ni-
agara River. Three Masons of that lodge,
Loton Lawon, Nicholas Chesboro, and
Edward Sawyer were arrested, charged,
and convicted of his kidnapping, but re-
ceived relatively light sentences since a
charge of murder could not be proved.
The incident gave rise to the formation
of the Anti-Masonic political party in the
United States, organized by a New York
politician, Thurlow Weed. The party be-
came strong enough to field a candidate
for the Presidency of the United States
in 1828 to run against Andrew Jackson,
a well known Mason. This wave of anti-
Masonic feeling which swept the coun-
try at that time caused many Masons to
either disavow or renounce their affilia-
tion with any Masonic order. As can be
imagined, few encampments were able
to soldier on as usual. Recruitment had
precipitously fallen off, and those hearty
souls brave enough to attend a Masonic
meeting of any kind did so in secrecy.
Only fourteen Knights attended the fifth
general conclave in 1829, and there
were only nineteen knights present at
the sixth conclave in 1832.

Although Jackson easily won election,
the anti-masonic hysteria continued to
plague Masonry until 1832 when Jackson,
a Mason and a war hero, won re-election,
and the Anti-Masonic Party faded from
the national stage as did the public brou-
haha over the Morgan Affair. Masonry
and Knight Templarism would soon rise
from the shadows of false accusations
and political fodder to become a national
fraternal force in the United States.
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Period of Expansion 1835-1856

During these years, Knight Templar-
ism continued to grow. Encampments
were formed and recognized by the
General Grand Encampment in several
states including California in 1850, ex-
tending Knight Templarism from the At-
lantic to the Pacific for the first time. The
shadow cast by the Morgan Affair was
now so dissipated that at the eleventh
conclave held in Boston in 1850, a public
procession of Knights Templar was held,
marching from the Masonic hall to the
public lecture room where the general
grand master was installed. In 1851 a
controversy over the legitimacy of the
Grand Encampment of Virginia was
amicably resolved. In 1853, the Grand
Encampment of California was formed.
With Templarism on the rise throughout
the country, concern was now given to
regulate the ritual and make the work
uniform throughout the country. Exem-
plifications of the proper work had been
given at conclaves to allow representa-
tives from the various subordinate en-
campments to see how it was supposed
to be done and to obtain correct copies
of the approved work. Sir Knight Isaac
Davis was delegated by Grand Encamp-
ment to carry the correct work to Cali-
fornia and wound up becoming the first
grand master of the Grand Encampment
of California.

Period of Revision 1856-1862

The major development in Knight
Templarism during this period was the
revision of and amendments to the
original 1816 constitution. The subjects
addressed by the amendments per-
tained to three major areas of concern;
uniform or dress, ritual or work, and
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discipline. Grand encampments were
now to be referred to as grand com-
manderies and their subordinate orga-
nizations as commanderies. The Gen-
eral Grand Encampment was now the
only grand encampment. Uniform dress
was a major concern, and the following
Article (although long since changed at
the present time) was proposed and ad-
opted in 1859:

“Article 1. The costume of a
Knight Templar shall consist of a
full suit of black, dress coat and
pantaloons, white cravat, black
gloves, boots and gilt spurs, and
over all a white surcoat, on the
left breast of which shall be em-
broidered a red cross; an undress
military cap, and on front a tem-
plar cross; a cross hilted sword,
the scabbard of black leather
suspended from a black velvet or
leather baldric, a short dagger on
the left side, a black velvet apron
of a triangular form having on the
center a patriarchal cross and on
the flap a skull and cross bones,
all in silver. The edging of the
apron and collars shall be of gold
for grand bodies and of silver for
subordinate commanderies.”

A Digest of Decisions was prepared
which became the basis for the Code
of Decisions of 1871 and Code of Stat-
utes of 1874. A history of the order was
commissioned and resulted in a history
book produced by T. S. Gourdin and Al-
bert Mackey. In 1858, the first exchange
of representatives of this General Grand
Encampment and a foreign independent
Knight Templar organization, in this in-
stance the Supreme Grand Conclave of
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Knights Templar of England and Wales,
took place. At the fourteenth conclave
in 1859, a uniform code of bylaws for
subordinate commanderies was ad-
opted, as well as ceremonies for the in-
stallation of officers and a burial service
of the order. A committee was formed
to prepare a uniform system of tactics
which would later be adopted at a suc-
ceeding conclave.

Period of Civil Strife and
Reconstruction 1862-1874

The outbreak of the Civil War in 1861
made it impossible to hold the fifteenth
conclave which should have occurred in
1862 in Memphis, Tennessee. Instead, a
special conclave was held in New York
City, moving the meeting place to New
York for the triennial of 1862. At that
conclave, only representatives of north-
ern states’ grand commanderies were
present due to the exigencies of the
war. However, it should be noted that
only a few southern states grand com-
manderies had actually renounced their
allegiance to the Grand Encampment.
In 1865 at the sixteenth conclave, all
renouncing grand commanderies were
extended an olive branch of peace, wel-
coming them back into the fold. New
grand commanderies had sprung up in
lowa and in Louisiana despite the war.
By now, the conclaves were being at-
tended by thousands of Sir Knights, and
the spectacle of processions in public
was growing. At the eighteenth conclave
in Baltimore, Maryland, a great proces-
sion of several hundred Sir Knights, di-
vided into twelve divisions, was orga-
nized under the command of Civil War
veteran James M. Anderson. Baltimore
Commandery 2 offered a beautiful liba-
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tion service as a prize for the best drilled
company in the procession, which was
won by Detroit Commandery 1. This
event appears to have been the begin-
ning of the drill competitions which
became a hallmark of subsequent con-
claves. The question of tactics and drill
was resolved with Welch’s manual be-
ing adopted as the Manual of Tactics for
the inside Tactics of Subordinate Com-
manderies. New grand commanderies
appeared in Nebraska, Arkansas, and
the new state of West Virginia. At the
conclave of 1874, a dispute over uni
forms was resolved with a compromise.
Commanderies which had purchased
and been using the old black uniforms
could keep them, but new commander-
ies and those replacing their uniforms
had to wear the new white uniform. A
code of statutes was adopted, but inclu-
sion of the cryptic degrees as a prereq-
uisite to knighthood was again rejected.

Period of Growth 1874-1916

The aftermath of the Civil War left
many men with a desire to associate
with other men in peaceful ways as well
as retaining a modicum of the fellow-
ship and camaraderie which developed
for many of them when serving in the
military during the war. Masonry and
Knight Templarism became popular con-
duits for this desire. The order of knight-
hood expanded throughout the country.
Whereas in 1874 there were thirty grand
commanderies, by the time of the 100%
anniversary of the Grand Encampment
in 1916, there were forty-seven. The
number of Knights enrolled in United
States commanderies rose from 48,104
in 1874 to 230,261 in 1916. Alaska, Puer-
to Rico, Hawaii, the Philippine Islands,
and Mexico were added to the growing
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list of grand and subordinate command-
eries. The 100" anniversary of Grand
Encampment was celebrated during the
thirty-third Conclave held at the Scottish
Rite temple in Los Angeles, California.
Since the Great War had started in Eu-
rope, a sum of $5,000 was voted by the
members attending for the Masonic war
relief effort.

Period of Maturity 1916-1949

The entry of the United States into
the Great War temporarily slowed the
spread of Templarism in America. De-
spite the war though, a grand com-
mandery was formed in Nevada in 1918.
Membership peaked nationwide in
1927 with a total of 453,836 Sir Knights
in 1,695 commanderies. The financial
crash of 1929 and the economic down-
turn which followed halted further
growth and eroded the ranks of many
commanderies whose members felt
they could no longer afford the dues and
uniform upkeep and quite reasonably
were more concerned with economic
survival than with social fraternity. A low
in membership of 219,368 Sir Knights
in 1,576 commanderies was reached in
1943. However, following the success-
ful conclusion of World War Il, another
surge in the membership rolls of Ma-
sonry and Knight Templarism occurred,
similar to the period which followed the
Civil War era. Starting in 1944, the ranks
of Knight Templarism began to rise again
with the prospect of a fraternal society
with a military appearance and bearing
appealing to all those returning Gls, but
the outstanding event of this period oc-
curred at the thirty-fifth conclave held at
New Orleans in 1922. Grand Master Jo-
seph K. Orr was finally able to convince
the representatives to organize and es-
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tablish the Knights Templar Educational
Loan Fund (later the Foundation). The
plan was adopted by Grand Encamp-
ment at this conclave and the Founda-
tion has since been used to support the
educational aspirations of many tens of
thousands of students.

Period of Consolidations 1949-1961

The ranks of Knights Templar in
the United States continued to swell
throughout the post World War Il era.
The onset of the Cold War and the eco-
nomic prosperity of the 1950s combined
in separate ways to cause this increase
in membership. On the one hand, in-
volvement in a military style fraternity
gave older veterans and newer recruits
a sense of security and solidity that
other social organizations could not. On
the other hand, most men now had a
certain amount of economic freedom
to pursue social avenues of friendship
in a post war society which lauded its
military heritage and recent accomplish-
ments on the world stage. Knight Tem-
plarism in the United States reached a
post war high in 1960 with 398,564 Sir
Knights in 1,627 commanderies. It was
at the forty-sixth conclave in 1955 that
the Knights Templar Eye Foundation was
started. Initially requested as a resolu-
tion to establish Knight Templar eye hos-
pitals to do medical work on people’s
eyes as the Shriners’ hospitals were do-
ing for children’s orthopedic problems, it
was changed to the Knights Templar Eye
Foundation to make it more economi-
cally feasible to support. The foundation
would provide coverage for appropriate
medical care for diseases and injuries
to the eyes of children and for research
into problems and diseases of the eye.

knight templar

Period of Declining Membership 1961-1970

As with Masonry in general, the ranks
of Knights Templar started to decline
from 1961 onward. Although hardly
noticeable at first and thought of by
many Masonic leaders as a temporary
phenomenon, the attraction of Masonry
and the organizations based upon mem-
bership in the craft lodges of Freema-
sonry never regained their preeminence
as the foremost fraternal societies in the
United States. Even the Ancient Arabic
Order of Nobles of the Mystic Shrine suf-
fered this membership decline, although
their ranks continued to rise until 1979
when that organization suffered a similar
fate of declining membership. Likewise,
membership in the Scottish Rite, both
the Northern and Southern Jurisdictions,
fell precipitously from the 1960s onward
to the present time. Nevertheless, activ-
ity within subordinate commanderies,
state grand commanderies and Grand
Encampment remained strong during
this period. Ritual had been very much
stabilized, and the one remaining prob-
lem was how to control the reproduc-
tion of the ritual books. Disputes over
proper uniforms and dress continued
to plague Grand Encampment, but it
was finally decided by majority vote at
the forty-fifth conclave in 1952 that the
head gear for conferral of the Order of
the Temple was the plumed chapeau,
although fatigue caps could be worn for
most other occasions.

Period of Economic Inflation 1970-1982

The rise of economic inflation in the
United States during this period caused
several problems in Grand Encampment
and its constituent grand and subordi-
nate commanderies. Inflation, which by
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the end of 1969 was at a rate of six per-
cent, rose throughout this decade to a
high of almost twenty percent by 1979.
To cover the increased costs of doing
business and supporting the Educational
Loan Foundation and the Eye Founda-
tion generated by the rising rate of infla-
tion, Grand Encampment increased the
per capita charged to all commanderies
at each succeeding conclave during this
period. Since these per capita increas-
es occurred during a time of declining
membership, some have speculated
that a round robin effect happened with
members dropping out due to the in-
creased per capita cost and the per cap-
ita having to be periodically increased to
cover the loss of participating members.
Whether this was true or not, this period
was marked by a decline in overall mem-
bership of over 40,000 members from
379,000 in 1969 to 338,493 in 1982.

Period of Further Decline in Member-
ship 1982-Present

Unfortunately, the decades of the
80s, 90s, and 00s were not kind to Knight
Templarism. Membership continued to
decline, highlighted by an eye-popping
drop of 11,596 members in 1992. The
reason for this drop in membership is
still not fully explained, and there may
have been a reporting error by the num-
ber crunchers of Grand Encampment.
Nonetheless, total membership through
2012, the last date for which accurate
membership numbers are available, is
down to a little over 106,000 Sir Knights,
approximately the same number of
members as Grand Encampment had in
1895 when Knight Templarism was on
its meteoric rise to almost a half million
members. Despite the waning member-
ship numbers, Delaware finally achieved
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its grand commandery in 1992. Today
there are 1,153 constituent command-
eries and fifty-one grand commanderies
in the United States. There are dozens
more constituent commanderies and
several grand commanderies in other
lands under the jurisdiction of the Grand
Encampment of the United States most
recently in Panama, Romania, and Togo.

The Present Status of Knight Templarism

Knight Templarism continues to flour-
ish among the present membership. Its
principles, aims, and achievements are
lauded not only by its members but by
society at large. No one can dispute the
profound effect that the charitable and
philanthropic activities of its Eye Foun-
dation and Educational Loan Foundation
have had, nor of its Holy Land Pilgrimage
support for ministers and its Christmas
and Easter observances, the latter for
quite some time having been broadcast
nationally by NBC. Yet why has not the
Knight Templarism of Grand Encamp-
ment succeeded more forcefully than
it has? Other organizations based upon
the history and legends of the original
Knights Templar seem to have growing
membership lists.

The reasons for its apparent stagna-
tion in Freemasonry are manifold and
once again beyond the scope of this pa-
per, but the onset of social change, start-
ing with the many rights movements in
the 1960s, 70s, and 80s, the introduc-
tion of social media distractions, the use
of personal electronic devices to amuse
oneself and to communicate with oth-
ers without the necessity of face to face
interaction, and the rise of other social
organizations which have in large part
displaced the need for the Masonic
form of charity and philanthropy which
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attracted so many men in the past are
all culprits in the present world’s apathy
toward Freemasonry and Knight Tem-
plarism. Many of course, admire these
organizations and their endeavors, but
few wish to join and actively participate
when all these other avenues of male
companionship, charitable contribution,
and social interaction exist.

The sixty-sixth conclave of Grand En-
campment was held in Buffalo, New York
in August of 2015, and a special event in
2016 will mark the 200" Anniversary of
Grand Encampment. These events and
their attendant publicity should spark a
renewed interest in Knight Templarism
in the United States and hopefully pro-
vide a basis for increased membership
recruiting and development.

Summary

From the evolution of the Order of
the Temple in Europe in the 1730s and
1740s through the introduction of Knight
Templarism in the Colonies via self pro-
claimed Royal Arch chapters and Brit-
ish military lodges and the formation
of Grand Encampment in 1816, Knight
Templarism in the United Sates has be-
come an integral way of life for many
American Masons in society. Disputes
over ritual, uniform, and discipline hav-
ing been amicably overcome, Knights
Templar in the United States have gone
on to form prodigious charitable and
philanthropic feats through their Knights
Templar Educational Foundation and the
Knights Templar Eye Foundation.

Although growth of new constituent
and grand commanderies in the Grand
Encampment of the United States was
slow throughout the nineteenth century,
primarily because of the Morgan Affair,
the Anti-Masonic Party era, and the Civil
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War, Knight Templarism jumped into na-
tional prominence during the post Civil
War era. The Great War and World War
Il both temporarily slowed the develop-
ment of Knight Templarism in America,
but the proliferation of constituent com-
manderies and grand commanderies
continued until there are now fifty-one
grand commanderies and over 1,500
local constituent commanderies in the
United States. Numerous grand com-
manderies, subordinate commanderies,
and affiliated constituent commander-
ies now exist in several other countries
under the jurisdiction of Grand Encamp-
ment. Membership may have declined
over the last several decades, but enthu-
siasm and support among present mem-
bers is as fervent as it has ever been.

Thus, although the spread of Tem-
plarism in the United Kingdom, in the
United States, and elsewhere cannot
be directly linked to those brave soldier
monks of the twelfth, thirteenth, and
fourteenth centuries, yet their char-
ismatic examples, ideals, and heroic
efforts have proven to be both inspira-
tion and encouragement for the Knights
Templar of today’s world.

©ORichard M. Kovak 2014. All
rights reserved.

This article was originally published in
Vol 20, Transactions, a publication of the
Walter F. Meier Lodge of Research 281.

We publish letters and articles from a
variety of sources and points of view.
The opinions expressed in these ar-

ticles do not necessarily reflect the
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campment, the Knight Templar mag-
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End Notes

Papal Bull, Vox In Excelso, March 22, 1312, The Vatican Archives; see the actual lan-
guage used by Pope Clement V at www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vox_in_excelso.

Cooper, R.L.D., The Rosslyn Hoax?, Lewis Masonic (2006).

De Hoyos, Light on Masonry, Introduction at pp. 20-21 Scottish Rite Research Soci-
ety Washington, D.C. (2008).

See for example the fantastic histories of the origin of freemasonry and its degrees
offered by Dr. James Anderson in Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723 and 1738
reprinted by Kessinger Publishing ISBN 0-7661-0073-1 and 0-7661-3361-3.

Stevenson, D., The First Freemasons-Scotland’s Early Lodges and their Members,
The Grand Lodge of Scotland (2001).

McGregor, Martin I., A Biographical Sketch of Chevalier Andrew Michael Ramsay,
Pietre-Stones Review of Freemasonry, www.freemasons-freemasonry.com/
ramsay (Paper first delivered at the research Lodge of Southland No. 415,
August 14, 2007).

Mackey, Albert G., Hund, Baron Von, in Mackey’s Encyclopedia of Masonry, Mc-
Clure, Phil., PA (1916).

Attributed to Lt. Col. W.J.B. MacLeod Moore in one of his annual allocutions before
the Grand Priory of Canada. See Warner, Stanley C., A Short History of the
Early Days of Templarism, www.TemplarHistory.com, April 1,2010. Kaulback,
Michael, The First Knight Templars in the United States, The Transactions vol.
107 (1994); www.knightstemplar.org/articles/guitex28.html; Warner.

Denslow, R. and Turnbull, E., History of Royal Arch Masonry, Vol. |, Anchor Commu-
nications, Highland Springs VA (1956) at pp. 194-195.

Kaulback, Denslow/Turnbull, p. 194. See also. Gould, R.F., Military Lodges (1920)

See Warner and Kaulback; Denslow/Turnbull, p. 213.

Mackey, Albert G., History of Freemasonry in South Carolina (1866).

Scully. Francis, History of the Grand Encampment Knights Templar of the United
States of America , Wm Mitchell Printing Co., Greenfield, IN (1952) at pp. 49-59.

Robertson, J. Ross, History of the Knights Templars of Canada, Hunter, Ross & Co.,
Toronto (1890).

History of the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar State of New York, www.grand-
commanderyktny.org/history.html.

Scully; Baird, Jacob, C., and the Committee on Knights Templar History, History of
the Grand Encampment Knights Templar of the United states, Book I, Mitchell
Fleming Printing Co. Greenfield, IN (1999).

The Morgan Affair has been written up by numerous authors, both Masonic and
non-Masonic. For a quick but thorough review see the article in the online
encyclopedia, Wikipedia under the title, Morgan Affair, www.wikipedia.com/
MorganAffair

Personal conversation with Grand Recorder of Grand Encampment of Knights Tem-
plar of the United Sates, Sir Knight Lawrence E. Tucker, right eminent grand
recorder January, 2014.
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The proliferation of both Masonic and non-Masonic organizations based upon the
Knights Templar history and/or legends appears to be growing. For example. See
the Order of the Solar Temple, Militi Templi Scotia, Ordo Templi Orientis, the
Sovereign Military Order of the Temple, the Order of DeMolay, Knights Templar
of the USA. Even a Mexican drug cartel has taken the name Knights Templar.
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Sir Knight Richard M. Kovak is past Bicentennial Celebration Malta
commander of Seattle Commandery Jewel Now Available From the

2 in Washington state. He resides at Grand Encampment

2930 S. Camano Dr., Camano Island,

WA 98282, and can be contacted at These Malta Jewels maybe ordered in
silverjet87@yahoo.com. bulk by your Commandery Recorder

from the Grand Encampment office.
They will be available through De-
cember of this year, and the cost is
$25 each.
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