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Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. Awards
Campaign for Filipino Children $95K Grant
This initiative of the Apl.de.ap Foundation International diagnoses, treats and prevents lifelong blindness
among pre‐term infants suffering from retinopathy of prematurity

April 15, 2015 (Los Angeles, Calif.) They were a small band of laymen bound by a holy
brotherhood in arms to protect and defend Christians making the pilgrimage to the Holy City of
Jerusalem. Their courage was eventually recognized and they were given for their headquarters,
a building on Temple Mount, the site of the former Temple of King Solomon. They became
known as the Knights of the Temple or Knights Templar.
Today, the Knights Templar is a Masonic, Christian-oriented, fraternal organization. Although it
claims no direct historical connection, the Knights Templar is based on the ancient organization
that was founded in the 12th century. Their courage and goodwill are now demonstrated in
different ways than the ancient Templars: through the power of their philanthropic involvements,
including support of Masonic-related youth groups and their long-standing interest to assist
people who are in danger of losing their eyesight through the Knights Templar Eye Foundation.
It is this shared commitment to preserve people’s ability and power to see the world
around them that brought together the Order of Knights Templar, The Knights Templar
Eye Foundation, Children’s Hospital Los Angeles and Apl.de.ap Foundation International.
The Campaign for Filipino Children is the health initiative of the Apl.de.ap Foundation
International—the Foundation established by Apl.de.ap, a founding member of the international,
Grammy-award winning group Black Eyed Peas. Apl.de.ap himself suffers from an eye ailment
and is considered legally blind. The Apl.de.ap Foundation International Executive Committee
felt early on that an inaugural program addressing eyesight preservation in the Philippines was
only appropriate.
“The Campaign for Filipino Children represents an emotional journey home for Apl,” says Ted I.
Benito, Executive Director of the Apl.de.ap Foundation International. “It fulfills a promise he
made to one day return to the Philippines and address the issue of childhood blindness as his way
of giving back to those who were in the same situation as he was as a child.”
The Campaign’s approach is to train the medical community in the Philippines to adequately
diagnose retinopathy of prematurity (commonly referred to as ROP), an affliction among preterm infants that can cause lifelong blindness if not addressed within 48 hours of diagnosis. In a
country with a very high birth rate, the issue can be alarming. Spearheading the program is Dr.
Thomas C. Lee, eye surgeon and Director of the prestigious Vision Center of Children’s Hospital
Los Angeles. Dr. Lee had embarked on a similar program in Armenia in the last years under the
auspices of USAID.
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“This gift from the Knights Templar Eye Foundation makes a huge dent in the Campaign for
Filipino Children’s two-year goal of approximately $650,000,” said Sonia T. Delen, Chairperson
of the Campaign and Senior Vice President of a leading global financial institution in San
Francisco. “The Knights Templar Eye Foundation joins WesternUnion.com as lead supporters of
this Campaign,” she added.
In late 2014, the Campaign’s partnership with the Philippine Academy of Ophthalmology was
announced at its annual fall conference in Manila. In attendance were Apl.de.ap, Dr. Thomas Lee
and Sonia T. Delen.
“Founded in 1956 the current mission of The Knights Templar Eye Foundation mirrors the
commitment of our forefathers: to improve vision through research, education and supporting
access to care,” explained Sir Knight David Dixon Goodwin, Most Eminent Grand Master and
President of the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. “We hope the Apl.de.ap Foundation
International can include members of the Order of Knights Templar who are based in the
Philippines in promoting this initiative,” said Grand Master Goodwin.
For more information on the Campaign for Filipino Children and ways to support the program
please visit www.ForFilipinoChildren.com or contact J. Robbie Fabian, Consultant to the
Campaign at rf@acuglobal.com.
##
About Apl.de.ap Foundation International
The first priority of the Apl.de.ap Foundation International is education. The Foundation built a
music studio and computer lab in the two schools that Apl attended in his hometown of Sapang
Bata in the province of Pampanga, Philippines: Sapang Bato National High School and Holy
Angels University. These facilities provide opportunities for disadvantaged Filipino children to
unleash their musical and technology talents. The initiative also includes the development of
teacher training modules, a mentoring program and educational scholarships. The Foundation
currently sponsors 14 scholars at the Angeles University. The Foundation also participates in the
Department of Education initiative to build new schools especially in far flung and hard-to-reach
areas of the country. To date, it has built 15 new schools including one in the war-torn area of
Zamboanga in Mindanao. Please visit www.apldeapfoundation.org for more information.
Apl.de.ap suffers from an eye ailment and he is considered legally blind. The Campaign for
Filipino Children is the Foundation’s first health initiative and it is in line with the Foundation’s
education priority because of its emphasis on training doctors and creating local capacity in the
medical community in the Philippines to address the eye ailment called retinopathy of
prematurity.
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