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INTRODUCTION

Proper musical accompaniment to any ceremonies consists of playing the
right music at the right time and at the right volume. Since playing at the right
time and at the right volume depends on the organist, himself, his knowledge of
the ritual, etc., the suggestions which follow relate only to the music. Though I
have made a good many specific recommendations, there are, in most cases,
other compositions equally effective.

Tentative schedules or suggestions for each of the three Commandery Orders
are attached. I say tentative because, during the coming year, I may find or
others may suggest, even more appropriate music.

Music for the three Orders may be divided into five categories.

1. Marches for all walking or marching — excepting, of course, just a few
steps.

2. Hymns or other sacred music as a background for prayers, Scripture
readings and, many times, for walking.

3. Chants, responses cr chords to musically stress, so to speak, ritual which
has just been spoken — as after the Libations and Scripture readings.

4. Incidental music for the intermissions. With a large audience or if there are
delays, this will be a great help — popular songs, college songs, classics, etc.

5. Classics, light classics or serious popular music to lend impressiveness to the
ritual or accompanying action. For example, in the Order of the Temple, at the
lifting of the pall — following the second Lesson — I play a few measures of the
beginning of Chopin’s Funeral March. The music is extremely mournful — yet,
that is what the ceremony is for — to remind us of mortality. On the other hand,
[ use the middle section of this same Funeral March to accompany the Wardens
and Candidate out — following the presentation of the White Robe. The melody
which is quite different is, to me, beautiful beyond expression and fittingly
emphasizes the words the Candidate has just heard, ending, “and glorify your
Father which is in Heaven.”

This is just one illustration. All the way through all Three Orders are to be
found other highlights of ritual or action which the right music will make even
more beautitul and inspiring,.

Sir Knight Emereth W. Boyden
Frankfort, Illinois

(Sir Knight Boyden died November, 1975, shortly after preparation of this material.)






